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4 Z#THE 3 Sermons a intended, primarily, for the 

> -4*-uſe of thoſe 5 add alous perſons, who, «=! 65-6 

e — their — hbours, attaccuſtomed | 
to. go into country villages to joftraQ them: a ice, 
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's WE ubſtantial and extenſive advantages. A ſcarcity of 
-. diſcourſes, exactly fitted fur this benevolent purpoſe, has 
been jaſtly x yompl ned of; for though there ate hundreds of 
admirable fermons extant, yet às moſt of them were origi- 
naliy calculated to edify intelligent and well-informed con- . 
Fgregations, and were publiſhed on accbunt of ſome ſuperior f 
- excellende.ini ſtyle or compoſition, they ate ill ſuited to the - 
inſtruction of a ruſtic and untaught 8 This has in- 
Aauced the author to attempt a few village ſermon:— very 
85 . and. Sori yet oh the moſt threreſting ſubjects, and 
with frequent appeals to che conſcience. 
5 OE diſcovrſes ries _ muy de sſeful to families, adally .. 
- thoſe who cannot procure. moe expenſive volumes. Serious 
maſters may. permit them to be laid in the kitchen for the 
DSS + Phe ee of Sunday Schools, 
Ys means of grace are no red, pi 8 
3 3 to read — r And 
ſermon. is printed independent of the reſt, and may 
de readily ſepatated, generous Chriſtians may have oppor- 
| - — tonity. to diftribute among their _ tenants, workmen, or ſer- 
| - - vants, a number of +4. aged traQts, at a very ſmall expence, _ 
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ee the ſobject to barticu at object of their charity. 
The Author „ thataſter a ſermon has 
een read in @ vill 


age, it may be expedient to leave copies 

. it, or ore at leaft, "with e pen that by a ſecond 

"reading, i in. private; the i important truth, that was publickly 

tcecommended to their atiention, may Ie — 

n more deeply conſidered. 

In ſeveral different ſetmons, Tome of the ſame. ee 

| x5 "iy be . . bor Author was not _ + 

0 u that the perſons, haſe 

he had in view, needed to have Ld Hae ppon- line, = x 

. precepft Happy will be be, if, by the peruſal 

hem any of his ; fellow men 4 he turned from 9 pels to 

t," and from the power of dutan unto God;“ 5 
Fog che * Pages are commineed. | 
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Thich, though but lately adopted, bids fair to produce'the- | 
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them eſcape, that he drew his ſwords and was going 


received ſuch a charge, 
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on a ſudden, av 
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Sire, what. TS tai-be, ſaved? Aud "they gi 
ber ee e rok 7 Hr AG 


1 — 1 live read to you 3 w 
ailer at Philippi, and the anſwer was given by 
Paul — Silas. The caſe was this: Paul and Silas 
were taken up for preaching the goſpel, and brought | 
before the rulers. The rulers un jutily cauſed them to 
be ſeverely whipped; and then « 5 them into priſon, 
charging the Jajler to 


thruſt them into the inner * 
fon, and made their feet faſt in the ſtocks.77 * 

- But theſe good men were not unhappy i their maſter 
was with them, according to his gracious promiſe, and 


filled their hearts with joy: ſa that, even at mudnight, 
they could not refrain from ſinging praiſes to Gods.” 


aud their fellow priſoners, in other nee heard 
them with ſurpriſe. - ©" 

Joſt then, Na God might How. hisregardro hem 
and bis anger _—_— their 


the foundations of the priſon were ſhaken by it. + 
the [ſame time, all the doors flew open z and all = 


bands and fetters that were on them, and the reſt of ‚ 


the priſoners, dropped off at once. 

The keeper of the Jail farting vp from kis fleep, 
and finding the priſoners at liberty, was ſo terrified leſt 
he ſhould be charged with a breach of truſt in letting 


to ſtab bimſelf. 
my Paul knowing his wicked: ads and moved - 


Arch, Avi. 30, 31. e 8 


keep them ſafely z Who, having 


„there Wus, ia 
great and awful earthquake, o * 
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Ci 


uh 


never before ſeriouſly made it, God grant you may do 
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” with pity for bim, though he had uſed them ſoill, cried 
out Bal. « Do thy ar” no harm, for we are all here.” 
The Jaller, calling . 1 a light, ran with all ſpeed into 

the inner priſon; and being full of horror at ſuch an 

Appearance of God in RG of his ſervants, and, at 

the ſame time, ſtruck by the Holy Spirit with a deep 
conviction of his ow n ovale and 2 ger, he threw him- 
ſielf on the ground before them, 08 aſked their direc- 
tion for the relief of his ſoul, in the words of our tete 
-& Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved ??. A more im- 
portant queſtion was never aſked, ' It becomes every 
one to make the enquiry; and if any one of you have 


odo now! The anſwer giyen, and the only proper an- 
fer chat could be —— was, Believe on the ; 
bo Chriſt, and thou ſbalt be ſaved. May the Lord 

"I Arn we conſider theſe two parts or the tezt el 


1 . "gy en An 


S x L. Hie. Tris-in fow. words, bat they ar - 


fill of weaning. Let us examing it. And 1 wl : 
onder d Hirt | 
As the language of Canvition, - By conan, 1 
mean that, werk of the Holy Spirit on the mind of a 
i, och whereby he is convinced that be is a ſinner, 
and is properly affected with it. Without this people 
7 to excuſe or leſſen their fins. Some Jay the blame 
their fin upon others, as Adam did upon Eve, and 
as Eve did upon the ſerpent. People in general think 
very little, and very lightly, of their fin. Some even 
make à mock at fin, and glory in it. This is a ſad 
Nate to be in. Such perſons are very far from God, 
and have no religion at all, whatever they may pretend 
to have. Such were the Phariſces, who were thought | 
to be very religious; but they generally deſpiſed and 
oy poſed jeſus Chriſt; for, as he told them, © the whole 1 


ö e . = 


5 need not a phyſician, but thoſe ho are fick,” - t 
hut it is a good thing to be ſenfible df our fin. Tt ce 
is che firſt work of God er the * fo molke us ſo. 0 
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kennen 1: far bo. 
: Sarah holy law of Gd $Y 
: conta the Ten Commandments," « By the law is 


5 theaknowtedge of fin;” and, e, Sin is the tranfgreſon 
| of the law.“ Thus St. Paul himfelf came to fee he 
| vas a ſinner, as he tells us, Rom. vii. 9. © I was alive 
| without the law once; but when the commandinent 
3 came, ſin revived, and I died.” H ever we have bro- 
ken the law, even once in our lives, we are ſinners; 
for; as it is written, Gal. i 10, & Curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all things, written in the 
book of the law, to do them.” Now, who is there 
that can pretend to ſay, he never ſinned in all his life? 
. Do you not often, at public prayers, ſay, you arè mi- 
ferable ſinners ? But 1 1 is one thing to ſay fo, merely 
in a cuſtomary way; and another, to be e eon. | 
vinced of it, and deeply affected wit hl it. 1 | 
The Holy Spirit not only brings us to admit; what 
we can hardly deny, that we Have ſinned; but he alſo 
ſhews us, that we have ſinned much and often. That 
we have ſinned in our hearts thouſands of 21 2 when 
ve have not ſeemed to others to ſin. 
5 He alſo ſhews us the very great ui there is i An. a 
n | He ſhews us what abominable zugrai there is in 
In it; for « God has nouriſhed us, and brought us up ag ' 

_ children, and we have rebelled aganft' him.” He 
ſhews what a $a/e'and filthy thing fin is 5 that it makes » 
us hateful and abominadle in his ſight, viler than the 

brutes that periſh, - And he alſo ſhews us the danger 
there is in . „The wages of ſin is death.” py = 
brought 2 all our miſeries into the world. It is owing 
to fin that we muſt all die, and return to duſt; and 
what is worſe, ſin expoſes us to the wrath of God and 
the flames of hell for ever. Now the Jailer' ſaw all 
this, and therefore cried out, (What muſt 1 ds © bs - 
| ſaved? And this leads me next to obſerve, that, * 
- This queſtion beſpraks Fear. Yes, my brethren,” it n 
the language of fear: it is the language of tert r und 
conſternation, Whenever we are alarmed at the up- 
omen of ſome dreadful evil, it is natura to cry WN 
KM "3 8. . thall | 
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au L do? And have not ſinners much to fear? Is it 
not © a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God?” O! l wHo he is that we have provoked 

by our fins. - It is the great the Almighty God, who 
made the world with a word, and can cruſh it in a 
moment. It is „ the Lord, who hath his way in the 

- whirlwind and in the ſtorm, and the clouds are the duſt 
of his feet. The mountains quake at him, and the 
hills melt, and the earth is burned, at his preſence. 
»Wo can ſtand before his indignation ? and who can 

abide in the fierceneſs of his anger ? Nabum, i. 3—6. 
This is that dreadful God, who has ſaid, c that the 
Vicked ſhall be turned into hell, with all who forget 
bim.“ | Shall we not fear him then ? ſhall we not trem- 
dle at his preſence? 4 Tea, faith the Lord, I ſay unto 
© you, fear him who can not only kill the body, but caſt 
both body and ſoul into hell.“ OI how would you 
© - hudder to ſee a fellow creature burning at a ſtake; 
bow would yon wiſh that death would ſpeedily end his 
pain! But how would you feel to fee him burning a 
Whole hour, a whole day, a whole week, and all the 
-\ time/filling the air with horrid ſhrieks, and etying in 
Vvoain for eaſe or death ? Horrid as this would be, it 
gives but a faint idea of hell; that dreadful place of 
torment, “where the worm dieth not, and where the 
- fire is not quegched.“ It was the dread of this that 
made the Jailer cry, « What muſt I do to be faved ?” 
And it was well for him, that he foreſaw the evil, and 
| found #cfige from it. God grant we may all do the 
. But there is more in the queſtion. _ 

It is alſo the language of De . ; earneſt; ardent t. 
Sbeſire. The natural man deſires only carnal, things. 7 
What ſhall I eat, what ſhall I drink, what ſhallI wear ? | 
Ho may I be rich, and happy, and reſpected ? or, as 
2 5 1 2 expreſſes 0 „Who will ſnew me any 
> —any worldy good, any temporar But 
that which is born of the Spirit is ſpjeie, Bebe awa- 
© kened foul has new deſires z or rather, all his deſires — 
_ nee broughtinto one, and then one is falvation, What 5 
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| mal Ido to Bofeved to be delivered from the wrath ; 5 
* to come 4 to have my ſins pardoned ; to be reſtored to | 
2 the divine favorr!?” This is now & the one thing 


1 


ncedful. Without this, all other things are of no n- N 
lue; they are leſs than nothing, and vanity, compared 


| with ſalvation, This carrieſt deſire will ſoon be ex.) 
\ preſſed in prayer, For the ſinner knows that ſalva- 
— tion can» come only from God; and, as it was remarx-.-⁰ 
ed by Chriſt: himſelf, concerning Saul when converted, 
„ Behold he orayeth ;> ſo it will always be found, that 
the deſire of the new-born ſoul will vent itſelf in pray- 
er. | Thoſe who live without prayer are ftrapgers to 
_ this defire, and are totally deſtitute of religion. 
The queſtion i in our text is likewiſe the language of Ys 
7 . do not mean a lively and believing hope, 
| | founded upon the goſpel, but a feeble, wavering hope, 
ariſing from a general notion of the mercy of God. 


For there is in the minds of all mankind, ſome notion 


that God is merciful, and may poſſibly pardon; and 
- UW + though this is too often abuſed, and people encourage 
themſelves by it to go on in Gn, yet it is of great ſer- 
vice to convinced ſinners, and keeps them from deſpair, 
| till the Spirit of God leads them by the. goſpel to know 
5 that there is indeed forgiveneſs with him, and that the 
e blood of Jeſus cleanſeth from all fin. Therefore the . 
1 Poor Jailer, though a blind Heathen, does not ſay, 
| There is no mercy for me; I am ſuch a ſinner I ne- 
ED ver can be ſaved.” - But his queſtian ſeemis to ſay, as 
the repenting Ninevites ſaid, on the preaching of Jo- 
| nah, Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and 
turn away from his fierce anger that we Þeriſh not ?” 
Jonah, iii. 9g. 
Once more, we may obſerve, that the Jailer's queſ- 
tion includes @ Confeſſion of bis Ignorauce. He wanted 


know this aright till he is taught of God. It is the 
true character of natural men, as mentioned Rom. ii. 
17, that © the way of peace they have not known; 
By the fall of man, in Adaony 66 darkneſs has * 

E 


to, be ſaved, but he knew not h; nor can any man 
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8 
rexiles and abuſes theſe miniſters of Chriſt, but 


fixe to know the way of God more 
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tlie eurch, t et darkneſs the 
Aa the Kate, not of the blind Heathens, who have not 


people. And Me 


the Bible, but of a great many called Chriſtians. Hor. 
many are there, among ur, who are entireh i 
ee in Sts ſinners are faved by Jeſus: - 
+ Chriſt? But to remove this fatal darknefs, Chriſt, the 

_ ſun of fighteouſneſs, hath ariſen upon the earth, - He 
is the light of the world; and he has commanded his 
33 to «preach the goſpel to every creature. 
Paul and Silas were ſo employed befbre they were caſt 
into priſon. It had been declared in the city concern- 
ing them “ Theſe men are the fervants of the moſt 
- bigh God, which ſhew unto us the way of ſalvation,“ 
ke: As ſoon, therefore, as the Jailer was con- 
- vinced of his need of ſalvation, 2 ger he 
deſires to be taught by them. He no 


* - 


to them for inſtruction. © And thus it will be with alt 
ho are traf ſerious. They will not mock at preach- 
ers of the but rather . Stand in the eve and 
- fee, and aſk for the old paths; where is the 
that they may walk therein, and find reft for hers 
N Jer. vi; 16. And now, ſay, my friends, whe-* 
ther you have ever felt in your minds this earneft de- 
For this 
prayer? Do 
yon read your Bible for this purpoſe ? And with this 


— 


end, do you bow your knees to God in 


; view do yen go to hear the miniſters of Chriſt? Be T. 


_ aſſured, this is the A. all who are aer IRE ca 
| Iofluence, ya 

This queſtion >aNfo the ginge of Tagen. By Fi 
ALeègality, I mean cleaving to the law; or, going a. 8 
bout to eſtabliſi our own righteouſneſs” by the deeds { 
of the law,” or our good works. When God made let 
man at firſt; he made a covenant of works with him. ur 
Tf he obeyed the will of God perfectly, be was to live; be 
but if he failed in a ſingle inſtance, he was to die. He fa 


= 7 an fad, and therefore could never attain life by his own ha 
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and not by works. In like manner, the geripture al 


that he muſt obtain the pardon of our fins and eternal _ . 
life; but he was ſoon better informed by the miniſters ' 


go through fire or water, ſo that my pre 
be ſaved. And is-it fo with you * Are you willing to 
are not in 


part with your ſins ? Depend upon it you 
the way to ſalvation till you are - to part with _ 
all for Chriſt : and if you are, how gladly will ou 


ſures us, that by grace alone we are: ſaved through 


faith, and not by any works of righteouſneſs which we 
have done. But, till we are taught of God, we are 


all apt to think that we can ſave ourſelves, wholly or 
partly by our own doings. The poor Jailer was of 


this mind, and therefore aſks,'« What muſt I ds to be 
faved ?? He thought it muſt: be by doing ſomething 


of the goſpel. | 


Finally, I conſider this queſtion as che language F 


Submiſſion. Poor man ! his heart was alarmed wit 


fear, and humbled for fin. He ſaw nothing but eter-= _ 
nal deſtruction before him, and would give all the world 
to avoid it: and therefore he-cries, What ſhall 1 do? 

As if- he had faid, Shew me my duty, and let it be 


ever ſo hard and difficult, I am ready to do it. I would 
cious ſoubmay 


hear the true way to ſalvation, as declared by theſe in- 


ſpired ſervants of our Lord. This is contained in the 


* 


ſecond part of our ſubject; or EET $Id 
I. Thegoſpel anſwer, given to the Jailer's queſtion, 
This ſhort and plain anſwer is the only true one that 


cin'be given to the important enquiry; and it is of 


Jaſt importance, that à convinced ſoul be led in the 
Tight way. I am afraid that ſome men, ſome miniſters, 
would not have given this anſwer, Believe in the Lord 
Taſus Chrift, I am afraid, that if a perſon, under that 
' lenſe of fin which I have deſcribed, were to go to an 
_ . ungodly miniſter, and ſay, O, Sir, what muſt I do to 


be ſaved? he would give different advice. He would 


ſay, „I hope you have done nothing very bad. You 


have not killed any body. You have not robbegl any 
body i You are no worſe than your neighbours. 1 
e een 
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aud hase von lay-afide ſuch gloomꝝ notion. Ge 
iito company, 


to de concerned for the ſalvation of our fouls, nor to 


— 


de earneſt in learning how we muſt be ſaved, The 
Juaiier neder acted a more rational part, nor aſked a 
weiser qusſtion, than in chis inſtance. They are the 
madmen, who {ell their fouls for the ſhort lived plea - 
ſures of ſin. You may alſo learn from this paſſage, 


_ who are the true mm̃iſters of Chriſt; they are thoſe 
ho preach him, and direct you to flee to him for ſal- 
vation. Now all theſe, with one accord, in all coun+ 


tries, and of all parties, will unite and ſay, 66 Believe | 
* > on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” -- 


And here you may obſerve, - how falſe a notion 
in which ſome people maintain of zealous miniſters, 
_ KHamely, that they preach / | 
whereas the ſubject of what we 
F we fay 
avoid it, and flee to Chriſt, as the deliverer from it. 
There is no need for the vileſt Gnner to defpair. 
Haul ſays to the Jailer, though he had been a very bad 
man, & Believe on the Lord Jeſus Ghrift, and thou 
ſhalt be ſaved.” The goſpel is good news, my. friends; 


VIE it publiſhes a free, full, en nen to the 


= —.— chief of finners. FE 


- Obſerve, Whe #5 ir that St. Paul a Gabe 


1 notice of | this diſtreſſed man. It is the Lorp Jesvs 


nnter. It is the Loxp. The maker of heaven 


and earth, Col. i. 163 —α the Lord of all, Acts x. 


Jo, who came down from heaven. The Son of 
God,“ who became <«.the Son of man,” that we the 


children of men, might become the children of Cod. 

s name is called Jzsus, which ſignifies, a Savrour, 

- and he was fo called, becauſe” „he came to fave us 
from our fins,” Matt. i. 21. Let, this is, indeed, a 

* e . and worthy of n e that 


Jeſus 


A 


and be amuſed. . 88 do your 
duty, and you need not fear. But be fure you do not 

go among the Methodiſts ; they vill drive you mad.“ 
But yu may learn from the texti that it is no madneſs 


any thing of damnation, it is that you may . 
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: Jeſus Ane into the Sorhi 20: Gp ese Hs Be 
called Camsr, or the Meſnah, long | promiſed, and 
long expected by the Jews ; and it fignifies the Anoing. 
ed, which implies, that he was ever way ꝗ naliſied for 


is the glorious perſon to whom à finner is directed to 
look for ſalvation, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
He exhorts him to be/ieve. What is it to believe on 
5 I anſwer, it is to believe all that God ſays in 
pel concerning him, ſo as to look to him alone 

— bration. Faith is explained by coming 10 pn: 
it is the application of the mind tochim for relief. It 

is called receiving Chi; the foul accepts him as held 
forth in the ; goſpel in all his ſaving characters and-of- 
fices. It is Obi g the foul to him, knowing there 


is ſal vation in him ind. in no other, and 8 rely- 


ing on his love and faithfulnefs to pteſerve it unto eter» 
nal fabration,” But the nature of faith een, lu 
eonfidered in another Sermon 

Obſerve further, the comfortable ras that i is 


- . 
b- — 
- - o 
” . — 4 % 


the work of ſal vation, and appointed to it. This then 


— 


9 "Is * 


here given to the diſtreſſed Jailer. Thou batt be Javed. 5 


Satvation was what he longed for; He wanted o 


know the way of it, He is directed to Jeſus as the 
Saviour, and to believe on bim, as the way of being 
ſaved by him ; and in fo doing, be is aſſured that ſalxa- 
tion ſhall be his. | Blefled be God for many precieus 
promiſes to this purpoſe in his word. Heir what Jeſus 
Chrift himſelf ſaith, John iii, 36, “ He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlaſting lite.“ Ad in another 
place, John vi. 40, „This is the will of him that ſent 
me, that every one that ſeeth the Son, and . 
Ae may hade everlaſting life,” 


APPLICATION. 


concerned about 2 Were r 


neſs of ſoul, what muſt I do to be ſaved ? Are you nꝰ 
a ſinner? Are you not a dying finner ? Muſt you not 
ſoon appear een, Judge ? Oy _ will you: . 


Y i 


AND -now,: my ; friends, Jet me aſk you, Are you 
bke the Jailer, to hy with ſeriouſneſs, with earneſt- 


* R cov 10 or THE Jail ER. A 


| ade Are you ready for the ſolemn trial? O, con- 
Y 85 fider theſe things! Trifle no longer with your SY 
Eternity is at band, Heaven; or Hell, will ſoon 
ur portion. And can you be ancOncerned ? Be aſ- 
* far6d that ſerious — and deep conviction, 
are abſolutely neceſſary. There is no real religion 
without theſe, If you never felt 2 concern for the 
ſalvation of your ſoul—if you never felt a deſire to 
+ know how you muſt be ſaved, you are yet a ſtranger 
to any true religion. You are a Chriſtian, only in 
name. You are far from God, and in a moſt danger- 
dus condition. 0 then look up to God for the 3-H 
ing of his Spirit; beg him to- ke away your heart of 
- ne, and to make you truly deſirous of his ſalvation. 
If you are concerned about your ſoul, which way 
5 e look for help? If you would be ſaved, what 
_ xourle do you take? "Do you ſay, I muſt repent and 
orm ? It is true; ſo you muſt. But do you think > 
-repentance, or reformation, is ſufficient to fave 2 
your | ſoul. No, Jeſus is the only Saviour. The apoſ- = 
les directed finners to believe in him. That is your 
- {firſt buſineſs, Pray for faith. It is the gift of God; 
"and he will give it you, if ye will aſæ him. And if you 
truly believe, repentance and reformation will ſurely 
follow, together with all good works, by which a true 
-_” Faith 1 2 certainly known as a tree is diſcerned by its 
fruits. * Holy ſoon did the Jailer prove the. truth of his 
1 Scot in this manner ? He ſhewed the utmoſt readineſs 
to hear the goſpel preached by the miniſters of Chriſt ; 
and he joined to works of piety, thoſe of charity ; « he 
took: Paul and Silas, the ſame hour of the night, and 
© waſhed their firipes;” he alſo took upon himſelf the 
full profeſſion of this new and defpiſed religion, by „ 
"being baptiſed, and fo ſeparating himſelf from all his MW _ x; 
"heathen neighbours,” Thus let us immediately ſeparate BM te 
- __ "ourſelves from the vain world, and boldly au to 
wem we belong; while we ſhew the Rrongeſt affec· 
© on 2 the miniſters _ 18 of. God. 
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7 e eicher to heaven or den. e 


revetence the name and authority of 
bh they ate-Ins words, and 2 contain mattor of eter- 
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. ye in ut the trait pate: Art ina hats) 
e is the-way that th to defiruFii 25 ; 
there be which! go in thereat : Bicauſe TERS 

. ey which 'lead?#h unte en 


and narrow is 't 
few thes be ic ft 1 


12 wit great pope ta wert mich - 
pared to a journey, and eve _ 


2 life is very ſhort, and the preſent ſtate is not our 
Anal reſt, but only preparatory to it. Every dun bas 
| oe particular point at Which he — andi 25 ent 


1 


Tech e 
beit for 


Theſe words maſt have great * 


nal importance to us all JE eonſiſt of a ſhort ex- 
nortation Enter ye in at th be ſtrait gets: and a 


very important reaſofi for preferrin e 
gate; for the wide zare led 0 enen, dut the 
- Karrow one to rn life. In NR Ro ntl 


| ext, let us couſider, SLES: : 
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Tbou who knoweſt eve heart, and ſeeſt 


to us all, and incline poor ſinners to chooſe the nar- 
a way, that ſo they may find everlaſting life I. 


i 


* Anc what is this but fin ? If chere is a way to 


. death;“ but letfach perſonsfremember, that ** what 


+ 2 the fleſh, we ſhall die,” Ron. vi. 23. But, to be 

more particular, this broad way includes, ee 
998 ⁊ carnai beart, and a e 15 
r 

1. A thoughtleſs —_ And O how! common this 

toy many live as thoughtleſs about their ſouls, 
as it. they had none. They think no more of G 
and Chriſt, and ſalvation, than if they were incapable 
of thinking; they are like the beaſts that periſh. Al- 
though the great — of our being is t6 8 ſerve, 
and glorify, Bed; yet is this wholl loſt fight of and 
on. Although the fear of G 


- 


- country, hve like Atheiſts, and God is not in all their 
prodigious and lamentable ſtupidity ! 


2 
0 ee and call upon thy God, leſt 
. re is thy conſcience ? What ſays 


N death ? Is it ci; O rouſeyourſelvesfrom 
this dangerous lethargy, and think what you are, and 
DINER 8 going. · 5 * 


2 1E ga n Tun nanzdw wax. A 
A gf 1 Tne f ind the narrow 695 with what 
bo s to, # 5 | 


deem Emer * in at 


And nos. 0 Thou FE beholdeft the 1 ani the 
"ich: of theſe ways we are in, m e the word uſeful 


11. Were taconſiger the wide gate, and the bioad 3 
Hell, fn is certainly that way, for © the wages of fin 


a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap.” if we live. 


od is the begin- 
wiſdom, and the care of the ſoul is the one 
3 3 yet thouſands, even in this Chriſtian - 


ome "at (you Way free from 
> he 


290 was 


#3 
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road]; for the ſcripture declares, that & they that ar 


Phil. 111. 19. 5 
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td meter e vices; not chargeable; perhaps, With . 
. or drunkenneſs ; yet know, that if Jing Ie 
eaſe and fecurity, withoutanycate about your ſoul an, 
WM vou are, equally with the vitelt e 
in the broad road to gelen * | 


Again, 250 a or a heart is kneladed 1 ay + 
9 Holy Ghoſt deſcribes the heart of man in 2" 8 
tural and depraved ſtate. The immortal mind of man, 
originally created in the image of God, and formal 1 
| for ſpiritual exerciſes; is now, by the Fall of Adam, 
become carnal. So St. Paul peaks in the $th of Ro- 
mans, verſe the 5th, „ The 1 are aſter the fleſh — 
do mind the things of the fle ut dhe; that are after 
the Spirit, the things of the 8 piik. he carnal man 
zs all for the world. His 4385 his hopes, his fears, 
his defires, his leaſures, his pains, his converſation, 
s all about the world. His flehly mind is crowded 
with worldly thoughts, and, as it was at Bethlehem 
there is no room for Chriſt in the itn. But let it * 
öbſerved, that whoever is in this caſe is in the broad 


in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God,” and that ih &; or 
nal mind is enmity againſt God,” This is the miſe; 

able condifion'of many who paſs for moral, 'inguf- 
_ trjious good ſort of but they are far from God; «OF 
— they are“ fenſhat? al, not having the Spirit;“ and * 
minding only earthly things,! their end! is deſtruction. 


Once more, obſerve that the b y includes - 
A wicked life. A life of fin, Whoever lives in will- 
ful diſobedience to the commands of God, is aſſuredty Ne 
in the road to deſtruction. Loet none deceive them- 
ſelves with vain words and idle excuſes, 4 He that 
n = r 5 _—_ 1 1] Jour, iii. 8. Know 
ye not,“ faith the Paul, “ that the unrightegus 
ſhall not inherit the kingdom of Go 47 20 e 7 
ed! N fornicators , nor adulterers, nor thieves, . 
Ba nor 
ee f | I's 


* 


* 
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nor W N nor  drunkards, ſhall. 9 — * the 8 

f Ge 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. God will not hold 
iltleſs who taketh his name in vain; nor will 

| bbath-breaker eſcape unpuniſned. How is it, 
; 5 8 that poor ſinners flatter themſclves with hopes 
bl falvation; 5 for theſe things ſake the wrath of God 
2 on the children of diſobedience,” "Eph. v. 6. 


0 theſe deſtructive 5 another may be added, 
ich is more deſtructi ve than them all ;-namely, the 
6 of unbelief. Though a perſon ſhould be free from 
ny af the {ins juſt mentioned, yet unbelicf would 
ea willſtont about his neck, and fink him for 
FE 75 the gulph of perdition. God havin; 
po mercy to * ſent his Son to be a 
ad ſent his goſpel to publiſh this in our ears, nothing 
"can be more LE g to him than to © negle& his 
n,” or * refuſe him that ſpeaketh from 

£ 7 jar bleſſed Saviour, while he mcrcifu 
1 that * he who. beheveth ſhall be ſaved,“ ſos 
nly declares, that “ he tat a not dual be 


N Mark, xy1. 16. 


t | WEE is the wide 8 md 6 3 . 
ae 2 thoughtleſs mind—4 carnal heart and a 
wicked life ; all which, by unbelief, which refuſes the 
255 N of e wh NR IE 
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8 8 and that & the es "PREG 
ttanged From the womb ; they g aftray as ſoon as 
rh6f do bbrn, (peaking lies. * You know that chil- 
deu need ho teacher to make them wicked. Sin is 
in dur very nature, and we walk in this road of our 


1 " 


we as nat 
thoſe-who w 


* Og 


Narr 


alk . ) forty e 


no Hindrunces from the world or fram the devil. Tus 
broad Way ie ele way of the world; for, 6s che. ö 


neſs, except the happy few who are delivered from 
it b 5 ws grace of Ged. In this broad way all ranks 


fla ves and deggars, Now it is eaſy to walk in abroad 
road with a multitode, provided they ate all 


its own, In this road; perſons feel the great force of 
example, and plead, you know, for what they do, by, 
the commionnels of it; or -its being the way of the 
world. They are afraid of appearing ſingular, even 
though ebnſcience ſometimes remonſtrates againſt 
their evil courſes. The pleaſares of ſin ontiee them 
to go forward, not w ithſtandingevery warning of their 
danger; and the hopes of gain, and the favour of 
mankind, ſeduce” them; for. thoſe ben ar afraid ok 


inen 


% 


8 nodi rde ro them that walk init: "While ** the | 


peice” Hie Rrongly oppoſes the people f Gd who 
every inch of © 


are in the-narrew Way; he di 
proves with them; but he is in league uith thee; 


— 11 
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* * . * A cw 4 "Th "or % * - 
K ne en, u b n 


? 

: | 
0 ſtrong man armed- keeps the houſe, the goods are in 
4 4 

f 


on accord; it is natural and plenſant to us: While 


tle John ſaith, “ The whole world Rech in wieked-. 
of 2 may be ſeen, from kings and prindes down to 


way, which is che caſe here and the — — 10% 7 


* 
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| loſing if they become religious, - Bos 2 5 N 5 
rio road a6 de and. caſyñ becau e devil Siet "FE: 13 


8 thoſe e e e e Br 


1 


endeavours to keep them from all feat of conſe- Y 


C 
; 53 n N 


\ % 
/ | . 


* "6 : 
2 - goſpel ſhould thing ento-thems and be fils their hearts 


75 with prejudices e. faithful preachers, who would 


4 


8 5 not yet too late to forſake i it; and you muſt enter into 
the narrow way, by the ſtrait gate, mentioned i in the 


- n I | * 
" * 6 
— hk 
g 1 —» ' X. 
—_ " k 


4 7 


Thx 0 And; TRE NARROW war. 8 


point out their fin and danger. Tea, he takes the 


when he tempted her to eat the forbidden fron, God 


bad faid, «© 
> father of lies directly contradic̃ts the threatening, a 


Z 2 55 - Induces her to eat by Axing, e ſhall not ſurel _ 


So in this caſe our one plainly declares, 
broad road of fin leads to deſtruction; but he deceives 
poor finnets, and prevails u a them to believe, that 
Tee live in ſin and unbelief, wh m_ 5 
1 L deſtruQion threateried. 


But who will) hin —tieGod 8 
Þ + err to erve the text: © the broad road 


| 2 | Jeads to deſtruction ;” and O think what that deſtruc- 
Bonis. Think what“ a fearful thingit is to fall into 


. the hands of the living God.“ Think, O think, ef 


3 , - = © the worm that never dies, and the fire that is never 


J nched. What would you not do to prevent the 
ruction of your. property, the deſtruction of your 


; - dear relations, the deſtruction of your life? But what 


are all theſe ta your ſoul, your — ſoul? « For 
what is a man profited if — in the whole world and 
Joe his own ul ? or, what t ſhall a man give in ex- 
2 for his ſoul?“ Well then, would you avoid 
mis deſtruction, and ſurely you 'would, this broad 
road muſt be forfaken ; and, blefſed be God, that it is 


dert. Let us Werefore, f in the feeond place, 


II. Confider vets A pe ny Rrai gat, and 


nander ſs a What! it 


Thb deen of theſe . is to bew, that the 


ie inte a religious courſe of life i painfal.and 
3 758 \ _ — 


- ſame courſe with them as he did with our firſt mother, 
ye eat it ye ſhall ſurely die;“ but this 
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ac. wg that tribulation take expected in our 
ogreſs. We may include the whole in three words, 


| Nxfzur auen, FAITH, and HoL1NEss; a little exa- 


mination of theſe particulars will ove the pr rie | 
the phraſe in the tex | 7 ke ik 


John the Baptiſt, our : Saviour, a his Apoſtles, all 


1 pen qgny preached REPENTANCE ; and without 


this we are aſſured men muſt periſh. - - Now repentance. 


cannot but be painful, for it conſiſts chiefly in a godly - 


ſorrow for fin, together with a firm reſolution to for- 


ſake it at all events, and whatever ĩt may coſt us. The 
penitent ſinner, being convinced that he has ſinned, 


and come ſhort of the glory of God; that he has by 
fin deſtroyed himſelf, and became liable to thedreadful 


_ wrath of God, perceives that he has all his life been 
acting a moſt fooliſh and hurtful part; but that he 
— now forſake all his ſins, though dear to him as 
t hand. 


His right eye, and uſeful to him as his ri 
Now all this appears to a natural man irkſome and 
unpleaſant. He is unwilling to think ſeriouſly of his 
— and of their fatal conſequences, and ſtill more 


- unwilling to part with them. He therefore ſhuns 


this, as a man would avoid paſſing through a very 
ſtrait and low door, when a n one offered 
need at the lame time. 5 


> Farr is alſo intended by the narrow way. KC « By. 
2 are we ſaved through faith, and . without 
aith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God.“ True faith con- 
ñiſts in ſo believing bs goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, as to 
take him for our only Saviour ; utterly renouncing all 
dependence on our own works and righteouſneſs ; 
- ſubmitting to be ſaved by the mere favour of God in 
Chriſt, as a poor beggar is relieved by an alms. Jeſus 
Chriſt is, himſelf, the way. * I, faith he, (John, 
X1v.-6.) am the way - no man cometh to the ather | 


but by me; and it is * that we walk in 


$54 \ this 


d i ay foal true chriſtians Ive r 
Ef ag) LIES: 
Es - Now this ty 3 * 
"A Works, in point of de e and accounting hem 
nn that reſpect, as © Se droſs, that we may win 
Chriſt” this: comrary to ournaturat meli- 
x2 nations, and 2 ng to — Ü—e Apirit, 
1 5 that-it may well be alted Þ a narrow way. There aro 
thouſands who are ſo proud of their good hearts and 
their good works, that they ſcorn to be ind head 10 
-  Chaiſt for his righteouſnefs. They think themfebves 
rich, andincreaſed wit goods, and that they ſtand in 
need of nothing, While, in fact, they are poor, wretch- 
- 6d; miſerable; blind, and naked. Rev. 1ii- 18. The 
bdoaſting Phariſee, whom we read of in the goſpel, was 
o ſwollen with the pride of his duties and 8 
be could nat enter into the ſtrait gate; but the poor 
Publican, who ſa and felt himſelf a ſinner, foo} pus 
_— low before God; entered it 2 1 « Gee 
a e ee ms a finher ! N | 
ie way of kofineſs is ul a narrow ny. Ho- 
5— the conformity e of our will to the 
till of God; it is prodyced by the the power of the H 
Spirit in the regeneration ofa fi inner. The law of C 
is written on his heart; whereby he js diſpoſed to reſiſt 
_ temptation; to forſake fin, and to practiſe obedience 
2 to the commands of God. In doing this, we muſt 
2 ourſelyes, take up our daily croſs, and follow 
_ Chriſt. "We muſt mortify the fleſh; with its affec- 
tions and luſts. We muſt crucify the old man of 
- fn; and walk, not according to the courſe of the 
ee nor aecording to the- fleſh, but according to 
the Spirit. Now, in doing this, we cannot but meet 
with difficulties. We ſhall meet with continual op- 
- poſition- from our own corruptions, the law it — 
. 3 9 nw law of our — We 
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gl alſo ſuffer - A and contempt from tbe 
worlds for all who will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall. 


_— 


ſuffer. perſecution. And beſides: all this, God our © 


— nh father, -ſces it neceſſary to chaſtiſe us with 
the rod of affliftion, of which all 9 eee e 
e for D * e 


Conſidering therefore the nature: of gh 
Falch. and Holineſs, we clearly fee, how properly a 
true chriſtian may be ſaid to enter upon a religious 


5 e e eee * 


*, % — - 
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"Bur TEAR TS objeftion may: be tured, | 
Does not our Lord 8 Take my yoke upon you, 
for my yoke is eaſy, and my burden i is light? Doss | 
not Solomon ſay, © The — of wi 7 5 are pleaſant: 
pee, and her paths peace?” And does not St. Ihn 

» that *« Chriſt's, commands are not grievous 3 


e 


ant in — — own — — AP e! | 
e depravity and corruption of our nature. ' 5 
do the will of God with perfect eaſe and —— or. . 


they have no. fin. in their nature to oppoſe it. But 
_ through the power of ſin in our hearts, the entrance © - 
lato religion becomes painful and difficult and through 
the remains of it in regeuerate perſons, more or leſs 

of that difficulty is found in the whole jou 93 2 
Frags renders it practicable, and often. plealant; ſo 
that no behever repents of his choice, nor wiſhes ta 
turn back becauſe of the hardſhips he endures z bud 
like Moſes of old, „chooſes rather to . afflicti f 
wich the people of God, than to en 
of ſin for a ſeaſon; eſteemirig the re pg ep 8 


en than * n 
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nce of reward.“ And this on us to the 
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III. To enforce” the extortion « Enter rein 0 
| yo ſtrait gate. S, | | 
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"A 


0 how wiſe, how gracious, how le is this 


- miſia 
there are few'travellers i in it. 
diſßiculties in the way, but heaven will make amends 
"Heaven is worth every thing, or it is worth 
nothing. Let us not be ſuch cowards as to be frighted 
dt a little trouble. n 


for all. 


2 994 May God diſpoſe ail our hearts to obey it! 

There are — two ways that we 
leads to eternal miſery; the other to ete nal bliſs! 
Ms . that we may not miſs our way, the bleſſed Jeſus 
Clear 


travel; the one 


marks out che right one, ſo that we cannot 
. gate is ſtrait, the way is narrow, and 
It is true, there are 


- be attained without it. A 


_out. 


care and labour: - 
- theſe things? No, 


- and act a accordingly. 


l Neither let us be W 
not a multitude to do evil.“ 
t, becauſe we do as others. We muſt ſuſpe& 
The broad road is thron 
© travellers; but the narrow has only a pilgrim he 
there. And this ſhould keep 
x of fingularity in a 
to expect that religion will have few advocates com- 
33 God grant that we, ae — not be 

£26 that unhappy number! =» 


"eas rig 
ourſelves if we do. 


good caule. 


even in this life can 
ild cannot learn to read 


by . 8 


without difficulty. A boy cannot learn a trade witli- 
pains.. We cannot carry on any buſineſs without 
But are we therefore prevented from 
we wiſely Pr the ad * 


os Follow 


Let us not think ours 


with 


ere and 
us from being aſhamed 
Chriſt here teaches us 


Wen then, let ns, by aivins gract, welehe bee 


- „ - 
= 


25. 


uſe. 


— 
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. 


life at all Wong. On the one hand, have 3 is a brosd 
road, full of paſſengers,”; wi which, it is true, the poor, 
paltry, erjibing, intoxicating pleaſure of fin may be 
enjoy for a moment, though not without many a 

ang ; and at the end of this ſhort courſe is O trem- 
fie my ſoul, at the thought Deſtruction /=not a 


- cealing to be, but an utter end of all pleaſure for ever- 


more. M iſery, pains, torments, without ing pars : 
without ceſſation, without end. 'Everiaſting 5 


tion from the preſence of God, the — 0 


and confinement in chains of . with teri pe 
and damned ſpirits to all eternity. 5 


On the other hand, God has ſet beten vs als 0 
of life. The entrance is ftrait, the way is narrow. 
Difficulties indeed there are ; but grace s them 


all, and ſweetens them all; ſo that the worſt of Chriſt's 


oy is better than the beſt of Satan's way; and what 
eſt of all, theend is eternal life. And, O, what 
tongue can tell, what heart conceive, what God has 


laid up for them that love him | Is there a redeemed 


ſoul in glory, who now repents of the pains he took 
in religion Does he repent of his repentance? 
Does he regret that he believed in the Son of God ? 
Is he ſorry that he walked in the ways of holineſs ? 
O no. Each glorified faint reviews, with ecſtaſy of 


joy, the rich grace of God. that enabled him to 45 WY 


ver the danger of that broad road in which he once 
travelled, and that placed his feet in the natrow but 
ſure and fale road to eternal bliſs. 


_ Obey then the words of our Lordi in e W! 
6« Strive. to enter in at the ſtrait gate.” —Agonize to 


do it. Do it at all events. Do it directly. Let not 


a moment be loſt. '* Eſcape for your lives; N wo not 
behind you; neither tarry ye in all the * 
to the mountain, * be confumed. Fly TS 
the wrath to come. « Fox Ny mor ſeek to enter we, 


c 


. Se 2 Mun here and there a traveller. 
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"Gi that not be able?” (Luke, xiii. 24.) Mar inths | 
 - would w ingly go to Heaxen, ſeck after it in fo cold __ 
- and Noth a-manner,'or by ſuch falſe and miſtaken 15 
Ways, that they never obtain it; and O how many, I 
Tho now neglet it-altogether, Will knock for admit- 
+ tance when the door is ut. Now, therefore, while 
It is called to-day, let us heat his Voice. Let us be 
C4 - Wikies nt in obſerving the ſabbath, attending on the 
88 word as often as poſſible, reading the ſerip- 
and, eſpecially, let us wreſtle hard with 

Seh in prayer, that he would give us his Spirit to 
teach and affiſt vs, and work in our hearts that deep 
W true faith, and that genuine holineſs, 
E are the. proper” exerciſes of all 1 8 travel in 
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yſelf, and take thy croſs,” LS 
Is the Redeemer's 1 command 25 n 
© Nature muſt count her gold but drofſs, 
Tf ſhe would gain the heav'nly land. 


N Tue fearſul ſoul that tires.and fannt, wy 

25 And walks the ways of Ges no more, | 
* hut eſteemid almoſt a ſaint. 

SINE _ And makes his owndeftraBtion fue. 

5 85 Lend ler not all m y hopes be; vain; 3 
PRE arr nnd ” Omnate:my beart eatirely new ; 
"Which hypocrites could ne/er attain; 
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1 W the Cs, but when 


, dangerotſiy 
we Know it not. 


5 thing amiſs in his health, bis family, or his affairs; 


a wiſe man who thankfully receives it. With: this. 
view John the Baptiſt was ſent before Chriſt; 


the diſciples 
out the knowledge of ourſelves, as ſinners, we cannot. 
underſtand the goſpel, nor prize Jeſus. And this is the 
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ee e ee . 


Uri 3 moſt trac maxim of | that e The 
whole need not a phyſician, 


repair; 0 


whether we e are 2 
diſeaſed nnn , 


derbe ede ud of ay. © 


Tt may not de pleaſant to a 


he is a true friend who gives the information, and +450 


caching repentance to prepare the way for him 32 
th of John gladly received the Saviour. Wuk- 


true key to what would otherwiſe be unactountable— 


the general neglect of the great falvation. Wan o 
Lord himſclfand his. inſpired Apoſtles, with every pee. 
goſpel, few believed tae 

beavenly report'; almoſt all, with one conſent, . ooh 
d make excuſe z\ EN his farm, and another. 

"Sian. III. 0 * o | 


fible advantage preached the 
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Ack.“ The church of Gen has been juſtly engere 
to an hoſpital, to which none but the fick 
wonder than that the gay and healthy ſhun it. Lat, 


1 we eee, ennrolnrrn, Sr. 


to bis merchendire Now, as: men are all- alive to 


_ worllly pleaſure and profit,” it is evident, that their 


naeglect ariſes from ignorance of their true ſtate; and 
=, this is from their ignorante of the law of God, which 
zs the only certain rule 1 ſtandard by which to mea- 


5 a ſure ourſelv 


Hence, 8. Part; de aeſi "OF gin "this Epi Met to treat 


. Fully, concerning the great point of juſtification, or 
being made righteous before God, takes care, in the 
-” * firſt place, to prove that all men in the world are ſin- 
- - "Hers— the Gentiles" againſt the law of nature, and the 


eWSr e the written Jaw, or ten commandments. 
I knew the importance of this method, by his 


| om ES for he fays in the text, © he was 


nn Se. that is, when he was 
3 and a proud phariſee, he had high ſwell- 
ing thoughts of himſelf; Mought all was well between 
God — he did not ſee biraſelf dead in law, be- 
. ang juſtly, condemned-by it for his ſin; but he was all 
' falive' in his own opinion: and his miſtake aroſe from 
I_——_— law. He was © without the law :“ 
not without the letter of it; he could have ſaid it by 
*het 7 but he did not know its ſpiritual and 


| 725 — de requirements, But when the commandment 


came, eſpecially the tenth commandment when it 
zeume in the light and energy of the Holy Spirit, to bis 


| mind and conſtience z when he ſaw that it reached to 


the thought principles, views, and deſires of the 
„as well as. to his words and actions; requiring 
es purĩty, and condemning for a ſingle fin, even in 
-thought-— then, faith he, then 4e fin revived, and I 
died, Then he ſaw thouſands of things to be ſins, 
e he neuer thought ſuch before; and be found ſin 
Had full power and life in him; ſin received in his 


*,-- conſeience; he ſa it in all its dreadful terror, as juſtly 


_ "expoſing him to the wrath of God ; and he fell under 

© ſenſe of death and condemnation, as a man dead in 

av, — 4 er to dic , e 
N . Now, 


JG. 3. 


N ow, that ve may rightly gb and the law, 


and 


that it maybe © our eee e us to Chriſt - 

let us, 7 
F. Take * x of the Katy lay, by eiten fs 0 

effelt 0 a werk of _ | A 


know ed; e of ſin; and, 
Secondly, Conſider the proper 
law on * heart. | 
I, Let ns take a view of the holy law of God ; { 
hereby is the knowledge of fin... e 
Remember, my friends, that God, v bois the: et 
of the world, is Alle the governor of # "God 
his law with theſe words, Jam Jehovah, ehavah, the ſelf-e: 
er the ſource 7 Fae on whom all a ing 


Here are their 2 — to bim on Ac6oun 
derful deliverance ; ſo the redemption; 


by Jeſus Chriſt, lays them under infinite, o Ex, | 


5 | 


holy obedience, Man is a rational being, and 
e God for his conduct. Brutes are ſed by 
but it is fit that man ſhould. he led by, 
willingly to obey bis Maker's 2 
firſt, God gave a lam to aa 2 


written. There was no occaſion 
almoſt a thouſand. years, and pn 
children what God at firſt taught Adam. 
however, God ſaw, fit. to give Nis law from Moung, ' 
Sinai, in dreadful handen; uu allo to e an tg; 
tables of ſtone, Ws.” 2 * 21 + / F 3 4 1. 

Lou will obſerve, that the lawof God i is $ ſummed up 
in one word, namely, Low; and that this love bas 
two ohjects: Love to. Gods for what he is in himſelf, 
and for the bleſſings he gives us.3 and Laue to M, 
for God's ſake;  .: 

eee to ff ir to os . 

** 


l 


pol 


- > £ 
4 * 


5 


W 


— nrrunk, Entre, „ 
e 
„ Aer hove no cther 


3 

_ true and — — as the only 
4; and our God z in oppoſition to all idotatry; 
X 1 requires us alſo to love and adore him, as the author 
Fk our being, and the ſource of our ; and 
5 | Khis commandment is broken, not only by worlhipping 
| - qtier pod, bot by fening our ils in ver heart, by 
eie "elf love, or love of creatures, relations, 
Seelen ſo that, accord- ef 

Athelſts, living without 
; worſhipping the 


"The be, commundenent bibi all worſhip of 
© -lihages;- and requiresus to worſhip God in the way 
die Rug appointed but, alas? bow many nel negle 
_— geit his Worſhip ! How mary worſhip God 
. and inventions of men l How 

| = forget that God'is 2 Spirit, and muſt be 
| enn What levity and folly | 

© many mix with their pretended devotions! But in 
indo we this mock God, and play the hypocrite, 
nag niger to bim with te Hips, when our hearts-are- 
be reafon added to this commandment, 
Ede Lord thy God ahn a fenlaus God, Sec. ſhews bow 
to him it is to  peglect 8 | 
Ham! in aft impr 


8 * <4" 


taking the 
| rite of cart 1 W ity 
. Don ml fearing? e may. 
bs «Hecauſe of f ering the mourneth; the 
. breath of ſome men is nothing but blaſphemy « their 
| ron en open ſepulere the ſtench of their pro- 
: ( 
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s 1 e 4 ( 
= _ * 
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i, and that he is 


ſervation of the Lord's Day, or Chriſtian: 
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Abe mnfirely ESE REIN has 

caſe; and many, who do not uſe the macher oaths; 
will cry out—O Lord? O'God O Chriſt ! God bleſs 
us Lord have mercy l &c, c. But however come 
mom this practice is, let all men know, that Gad de- 
elares, c he will not hold them guiltleſs that take his 


name in vain.” / O conſider what a great God we have bg 


to do with; and let his name never be mentioned with⸗ [es 
out-a ſerious pauſe, allowing us time to = IT ee 
ly to de feared. 
The fourth commandment reſpects t hie ebiigious alle 
Sabbath. We 
can never enough admire the goodneſs of God in thi 
appointment of it. Perſons ſliould prepare for-it, by 
havire: every thing; in readineſs as much as poſſible, 
chat no part of it, eſpecially the morning, which is the 
beſt part of it, ſhould be loſt. All unneceſſary Works 


are to be laid aſide: no journeys, no viſits, no ſettling: 
acedunts, writing letters, nor paying and receiving 


wages. The whole day, from morning to nigait 


ſmhould de ſpent in acts of religious worſhip; public and | 
private, except fo much as muſt be ce works 


of neceſſity and mercy. <> - 
O how awfully is this holy day bd by idlay | 


_ neſs, by needleſs journeys and viſits, by wilfully ſtaying 


away from public worſhip, or by perſans going to church 


merely to meet with neighbours for worldly butineſs:;” | 
or to thew their new cloat hs; by going to public houſts | 

by reading newſpapers, or by mere. wwofldly. vain * 
| courſe and amuſement! 


Nov the breach of this Chat — * e 
three former, evidently proceeds from want of love to 


God, If we loved him as the belt of beings, ws 


ſhould love his day, revere his name, and prize hig 


Worſhip. And have we not broken all theſe commands 


ments ? Have we not reaſon to cry, in the words of 


| Us _ Lord, have Feen * (tor 5 — 8 
C 3 8 broke s | 


. oy. THE waren, „eee . 


_ 1 3s 3 
EP e The 
: ar laſt commandments reſpect our love to our neigh- | 
dour. ber- pea e 
Dor thyſelf.” te 
© The #5 commandment reſpects our neareſt neigh- 
dor our relations, our parents. Theſe have the care 
Ts and cxpenſe of education 3 we can never repay their 
- -- kindneſs. ''We ſhould honour them by obedience to 
their directions, and by treating them with the greateſt 
- refſety arid that not only in childhood, but in youth 
und riper pears; we ſhould ſtudy to preſerve their 
9 EE ct their infrmities; and if ne- 
7 to ſupport them in old age. 
This command alſo includes all relative duties, * 
ther to ſuperiors, inferiors, or equals.: it includes the 
Auty that ſervants owe to their maſters, and fubjects to 
> - it forbids mere eye ſervice; waſting 
n erben anfaithful in what 
commit to our truſt. 
„ rr 
love to our neighbour, by a to his life and 
Health; and it forbids not only murder, but an- 
5 — nd other marderom temper; for 
2 8 brother is a murderer, 1 John 
Whoever faith to his brother, Raca (thou 
ect thou fool, ſhall be in danger of hell 


5252 SSS Sen SS gar 


De oats Lord declares, Matt. v. 22. All unjuſt in 
wars, fighting, quarrelling, ill uſage, or provocations, de 
which may burt the health and life of another, are for- op 
- hidden. parents are murdered by the baſe or 
conduct of their children; many wives are murdered G. 
. idlnels, and abuſe of their huſ- th 
bands; and many poor children are murdered by the ſh 
neglect and wickedneſs of their parents. Self-murder pe 


n — 50 man _ . 


— 


en 


* 
neigh ur, with regard to purity 

deed: it forbids not only the actual adultery of married. 
ry but all fornication, laſciviouſneſs, and wanton, 


„ 


than human laws can reach; and 


wo. Md on ho NS Mood... AS >. ERA Sa eee 


hn . 


| 838 3 
dour. But the worſt of all, is /ew/- 
to inſtruct their children, and who are 
of vice to them; drunkards, horemengers, 
and adulterers, who allure others to fin auth Geng 
all theſe are ſoul · murderers. 
5 commandment reſpects the love of ous. . 
of heart; word, and 


who negle&t 


neſs.” Every luſtful thought, word, or look, makes a 


| aper. adulterer in Gods fight ; for ſo Chriſt him— 
| Raves lnnkeak ns 5 Senrian ts het hint both giants 
ted adultery with her already in his heart.” All private 
uncleanneſs, known only to God and conſcience, and 
practiſed, perhaps, by thoſe who paſs for chaſte and 
_ virtuous people, is forbidden. Immodeſt dreſs tends to 
the breaking of this law ; as alſo do lewd books, no- 
vels, plays, ſongs, and pictures. In a word, this com» 
dment requires the moſt perfect purity in nos. 


lains this commandment, Matt. v. 28, Who- 


| + The eighth commandavent diredts us ow to ew 
our love to our neighþour, by a regard to his property. 
to our on uſe what belongs to ano— 


It forbids 
ther. Covetouſneſs has led men to invent a thouſand 
ways to cheat and defraud. Thoſe who deceive in ſell-⸗ 

by falſe weights and meaſures; thoſe who run in 

ing by without — proſpect of paying again thoſe who _ 


oppreſs the poor ; ſervants who neglect their buſineſs, 


or watite their maſter's z are all thieves in 
God's eſteem, This command extends much further 


that we 
ſhould treat our nei „with re to hls pro- . 
perty, as we could ith to be treated by him, 


The * 1 


8 ; 3 n ur, 


— \ 


murder; Parents 


\ 
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e in his reputation or good name: Not only 
taking a falſe oath before 2 "magiſtrate, but all ly. 

landering, and evil ſpeaking, is forbidden. And, O1 
bo is the world filled with this]! And what is the 
; eater part of common converſation but a wanton 
breach of this law? We ought to be as tender of an- 


| a ther man's character and reputation as of our own, 


and to avoid all ſuch remarks, reports, cenſures, and 
ridicule, as we thoujd be ee to receive from 
others. E 
.* The" loft tant enjoins che love of our 
neighbour, by requiring us to be content with our con- 


5 fern =p forbidding us to envy or grieve at the good of 
dur neighbour, or with to deprive him of it, that we 


may enjoy it, Vea, it goes much further, and forbids. 


_ the moſt ſecret wiſh of the heart to obtain any thing. 


that God forbids z and this is particularly the command- 


4 


ment that St. Paul ſpeaks of in the text I had not 


known luſt, faith he, (ver. 7.) except the law had ſaid 


thou ſhalt not covet.” When this commandment came 


with power to his mind, he ſaw that the ſecret workings, 


WED motions of incrdinetes affections, were ſins, 


Before he ſaw this, he thought all was well, for he was 


free from groſs and outward offences; be was what 
the world calls 4 good liver : but this commandment 
ſhewed him the fins of his heart. He found the law 


wa dpiritual—reaching to the thoughts and deſires of 


the heart; and thus, “ ſin, by the commandment, be- 


came exceeding ſinful.” Having taken this brief view 
1 2 * law, we may proceed, 


© Secondly, To confider the -pr oper effect of a i 


. 6f the law upon the heart. 4 Sin revived, any 1 
. died. * 


Phe law i is 4 the Diele of Senden de, 404 


5 of death, 2 Cor. iii. 7, 9. If a perſon could keep it 


perfectly, it would entitle him to life; for it was ori- 


5 6; OLI to life ; * but e it, faith 


4 | | 3 
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lieve in Chriſt for righteouſneſs. Ir is to no 


as well as we can. No, the law ſays, r 


reagent e 


Ie 


die. It is true that the | 
ner, becauſe it reveals Chriſt and his righteouſneſs 3 
© but the law knows nothing of mercy, 
_ tended to give life, but to kill, and deftroy all hopes 


_ Chriſt, $6 St. Paul ſpeaks, | 
know, that whatſoever the law faith, it an to hens. 


. 


7 SERMON 1. 


keep it perfectly 3 and if we fail in one point, we are 
guilty of all. Therefore it is written, Gal. iii. 10, 
4 As many as are ofthe works of the law (that is, who 


truſt to the works of the law for ſalvation) are under 


the curſe ; for curſed is every one that continueth not 


in all things written in the book of the law 0 0 555 


them“ i 

Now this is the fad IE of us all, till we be- 
purpoſe 
for any one to plead—I have not ſinned fo and fo. 


. Haſt thou ſinned at all? Haſt thou ſinned once? Then 


thou art guilty, and the law condemns thee to eternal 
death. law makes no allowances, no abatements ; 
it does not ſay a word about fincere obedience, or doing 


that are commanded. - No them Continue 


all thy life to do thein; and then thou maxed be juſti» 
fied by thy works: but, if thou fail in one inſtance, © —. 

thou comeſt under the curſe ; for « whoever ſhall keep © 
the-whole law, and yet offend in one point, is guilty _ . 

: of all,” James, ii.” 10. 3 

| . A Poe may ſay it is true I have ſinned ; but 1 58. 
am very ſorry for my fins, and wilt amend my fe 


will not this relieve me from the curſe? No. The 


law has made no proviſion for repentance, reformation, 
or pardon, The ſtyle of the * not, Repent and 


the whole laß 


live; or Reform and live. But, 
and continually, and live: travf; 
brings reli 


It is not in- 


of life by obedience, and ſo force the ſinner: to fly to 


St. Pay), & * unto death” The reaſon is, N - 
we cannot, through the weakneſs of our fallen nature, 


efs.it, and 
— 


Rom. iii. 19, Nowwe 


O * 
— 


ol _ = - 
_ — —ä—ä4ä 2 — — 
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RES fer him juſtification to life.” | 


. 


„ The law 


— = 
- a 
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that are under the law that every mouth may. Na op» 
© ped, and all the world become guilty before God,” 
. This, then, cuts of all hopes of ſalvation dy works; ; 


for the Apoſtle adds, „Therefore by the deeds of the 
kw (all ro-flefh_be juſtified in his ght; for by the 


law is the Dew of fin.“ This is its ol It can 
x go. no further. It is by the goſpel 1 we have the know- 


dge of righteouſneſs. 
e ſhould be very careful to diſtinguiſh . 


; £5 * law and the goſpel, for many miſtakes ariſe from 
mingling them together. 
e According to oe law, 38 is by vorks; ac- 


cording to ce goſp it is by grace. 
aus, bo this, wy be ſaved ; but the 


goſpel fays, Believe this, and thou ſhalt be ſaved? 8 


N The law threatens to puniſh the finner for the 
örſt offence; but the goſpel offers him pardon for 
many. offences. 7 


The law ſentences him to death ; the goſpel of- 


c By the law, he is a guilty finger 3 by the goſpel 


CN he hy be made a glorious ſaint.” | 
he die under the guilt of the broken law, hell 
_ will be his everlaſting portion; if he die a partaker f 


dexirance.” 


—Þ <7 K-42 


s ee. 


n heaven will be bis eternal in- 


* 
- 4 


Lene! now, my dear friends, having Jaid Wees you 
the nature of the law, let me beg you moſt ſeriouſly to- 
conſider what has been ſaid, and that with regard to 
Fourſelves. What do yon know of God's law, by your 
- own experience ? Have you not ſeen that it,is exceed- 
ing broad that it requires you to love God with all 


pour heart, and ſoul,” and ſtrength ? and your neigh- 


ee A And have * done this? Alas! 


— 


$643 SG 10 


* 


would your heart melt within you, if you duly conſi- 


1 * - 
9 * * * 4 
* , « ' . — * oY 8 ” 
SERMON III 11 
* 2 


Py e 
\ your conſcience ſmites you, and your own month muſt 


condemn you. How often have you ſaid, « We have 
offended againſt thy holy laws. We have left undone 


' thoſe things which Ve ought 'to have done; and we 


have done thoſe things which we ought not to have 
done.“ Probably you have often joined in the church 
ſervice, and ſaid, after the reading of the command 
ments, « Lord have mercy upon us, that is, forgive 
our diſobedience to them, and write all theſe thy 


laws in our hearts we beſeech thee.” Did you mean 


what you ſaid ? If not, you lied before God : If you 
did you pleaded guilty ; you have confeſſed you are a 
breaker of the law, and under its curſe. | 


And have you conſidered, what © a fearful thing it 


is to fall into the hands of the living God ?“ O, how 


dered what it is to be under. his arſe, and to bear his 
wrath to all eternity, If you can hear the curſes of 


this law, and not be alarmed for your ſafety, your - 


heart is hard indeed. May God have mercy upon 
you, and take away the heart of ſtone | 
Perhaps you are ſaying, Muſt I deſpair then? No; 
God forbid ! You muſt deſpair,of dþtaining ſalvation 
by your works, your ſorrow for ſin, or your future 
amendment. And this will make the goſpel welcome 


to you, The law has done its office, if it drives you | | 


to Chriſt, It is preached for this very purpoſe, and 


„ Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs.” The 


goſpel reveals a free, full, and everlaſting ſalvation. It - 
publiſhes to the convinced ſinner, pardoeand life, as 
the free gift of God; for Chriſt hath obeyed the pre- 


cepts of the law in our ſtead, He hath alſo born the 


* 


puniſhment in our room. He hath redeemed us 


from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us.” 
What a bleſſing have you already received, if God, by 


his good Spirit, has convinced you of ſin ! This is the 
dawn of a glorious day. He will alſo convince you af 
righteouſneſs, and ſhew you, that it may be Tow. 
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Caſt yourſives down ut the foortoo of 
_ Feſs your fins. Acknowledge your guilt. your 
3 n Ny to Jeſus, who waits | 
» and all ſh bo well. He hath | 
2 bx; be at kiles, that he 
make ou now glad of the pbyſi- 
why for you feel your. ſickneſs ; and he waits to be 


Tou are ORF heavy laden, and he 
* N EYES | 


Go, you that reſt u pon the k, PEER" 
And > ſeek falration then >. 5 
„ e . 
r 


25 * @ Bot Fil retire beneath the croſs; 3 55 
Saviour, at thy dear feetTlie! 
And the keen ſword that Juſtice "DIY 


2 . ſhall paſs me by. 
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cori, the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs. 


| ROM. x. FEE: 


F 


Per Chr is the 155 of the law for rightemfuſs fo every 
one that believeth. . 


\HE two principal parts of ſcripture, which it con- 
cerns us moſt to know, are the Law and the 
Gof pel, “ He who can rightly diſtinguiſh between 
theſe, ſays Laither, is a good divine ” I we may add, 


that he who knows how to uſe both aright, in an expe- 


rimental and practical manner, is a good chriſtian, 
The nature and uſe of the law has been already conſi- 
dered. The proper effect of it is the ſame in every be- 


liever as it was in St. Paul. I was alive without the 


law once; but when the commandment came, ſin re- 
vived and I died.“ The perſon brought into this ſtate, 
will be put on the inquiry How then can I come before | 
God and hope for pardon ? If the law be ſo holy and 
ſtrict—if it can do nothin 8 for mo, but convince me of 
SRX. W. D lin, 
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"i -and condeaun me for it——by what means can [ be 
Ee ee %%% 000 oe be Ee gen paar 


Sq 2 . ; uy T 


Now ae bet bags 88 RES 2 
8 God, or deviſed by man: the one, according to the wm” 
old covenant, Do, and live; the other, according to the bei 
' new - « Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou - yy 
halt be ſaved.“ 1 ways and means have been 
thought of, by people of all religions, they may be re- 
YT: = to theſe 2 orks or 3 11 cannot 
be mixed; for if any merit be allowed to works, there is 
dn end to grace; and if ſalvation be of grace, then there 
is no place for the merit of f works. So St. Paul ſpeaks, 
Kom. xi. 6, © If by grace, , then it is no more of works: 
» otherwiſe grace is no more grace; But if it be of works, 
then it is no more grace: otherwiſe work is no more fro 
work.“ 80 that you fee ſalvation cannot be by grace 


and works mixed, it muſt be dy one or the other alone, * 

| + and we are repeatedly aſſured in the ſcripture, that «by ü f 

grace are we faved, through faith, and © not * for 
SY 3 leſt any wan ſhould boaſt,” Eph. i TH 8, 9. ; 


— 
- x # ; >, 


Tt is of vaſt importance to be rightly brd on this | 

bed. This may be inferred from what St. Paul ſays of 61 

Wo the Jews, Rom. ix. 30, &c. *The Gentiles, faith he, | 

who! ee not after righteonſnefs, have attained to "vs 

- Bohrevulifeſs, even the righteouſneſs which is of faith: for 

but Frael, which followed after righteouſneſs, hath not | 

© © attained to the law of righteouſneſs.” This, you will 
ſiapy, is ſtrange ! What can be the reaſon of it? He tells 

us, ver. 37, mage Becauſe they ſought it not by faith.“ 
How then? “ As it were by the works of the law. For 
they ſtumbled at that ftumbling ſtone.” Alas, how 
many thouſands called chriſtians, have ſtumbled in the 
| ame way, God preſerve us from it! How earneſtly 
did the good apoſtlewiſh for the ſalvation of his miſtaken 
pbrethren. His heart s Cefire and prayer to God for 
| M bo — Was, that ny 1 be ſaved. ” He ſaw, hk 
8 EY . L 55 e 


% 


* hearts 0. « The carnai mind is not ſub- 


9 % — , © * bl 
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while they 3 Bife ey 88 they 


ü — in the way of ſalvation. It is true, they had x 
2 great zeal for God, but it was good for nothing; it 


was founded in ignorance. “ They were ignorant of 


God's righteouſneſs,” namely, this in the text; and 
being ignorant of this, and yet wanting a righteouſ- 
neſs, they went about to eſtabliſh their o.; 
they tried to ſet it up, and make it ſtand for their ac= _ 


ceptance; even their own poor, imperfect, ceremonial, 


and outward works; but they were totally inſufficient 
for that purpoſe ; and thus through the pride of their 


hearts, which ſcorned to be entirely beholden to free 


grace, they refuſed to ſtoop, and ſubmit to be ſaved oy: 
the Tight-ouſneſs of another, even of Chritt, who is 


ſaid in the text to be © the end of the law for righteouſ- 


nels to every one that believeth.“ May God keep us 
from this worſt ſort of pride ; and enlighten our minds 


while we attend to the three tallowing particulags, 


- * 


1 Jeſus Chriſt, by his abodlence: and deaths per- 5 


formed a perfect righteouſ neſs. 


u, In ſo doing, he is the end of the Jaw; and, 
m. This righteouſues i is den to every believer.” | 


1. Jefus Chriſt, by his obelience and deaths yu $ 


formed 3 perfect ene 


es, God made man upright,” He gave Num a law to 


be the rule of his actions, including a promiſe if he kept 


it, and à threatening if he broke it. If he obeyed the 


perfecily, God wouſd eſteem him righteous. Adam fell; 


and with him, all his poſterity; for he was appointed 


their head and repreſentative, By one man's diſobe- 


dience many were made ſinners,” Rom, v. 19. Our 
nature is now corrupt; and we are born with enmity in 


Da . | jeck 


59 
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: dea to the law of God; neither can it be,” vile it re- 
mains carnal. But the law is not altered. It requires, 


Wubhat it always did, Love. This was always due from 


man to his Creator, and always will, whether men pay 
I it op not. If man refuſe to give it, he is a rebel and an 
idolater. The law being ever the ſame, i it thunders out 
its dreadful curſes againſt every ſinner, for every fin. 

But the law provides no remedy. It will not accept of 
_ ſincere obedience inſtead of perfect obedience. It fays 
not a word of accepting a ſinner's tears for payment; or 
admitting his future obedience as a recompence for paſt 
_ fins. No, it conſtantly demands ſupreme love and 


perfect obediende ; and condemns the 5 for . 


Want of i it in a Hog inſtance. "ei 


a But whit the law conld not 455 becanfs of the 
— of the fleſh, God has done another way.“ 


God has ſent his Son to be our righteouſneſs. - As the 


law could not abate in its demands, and muſt have 
- obedience from the creature, or puniſh the ſinner | 
= Chriſt graciouſly undertook to obey and ſuffer for 


. his people; to obey all the precepts of the law, and to 


ſuffer all its pains and penalties. The law required 
8098 obedience of them; Chriſt came as their ſurety 
to obey for them: and io, as it is written, © Bethe 
_ obedience of one ſhall many be made e : 


This bleſſed and comfortable? truth may be fun} 
ary from many ſcriptures, Take the following, 


2 Cor. v. 21. He bath made him to be ſin for us, 


ho knew no fin, that we might be made the. righteouſ- 
2 10 of God in him.” 25 
| Jeſus Chriſt — x no Bus: He was free from fin i in 
if nature; that holy thing which was born of the vir- 
K being the Son of God. His whole life was as pure 


bi bit, He knew no fn! in N word; or oo 
4 5 e 


FERN * e EE: LE WIS PIs 


He challen his bittereſt enemies s to prove him '® 


= ſinner Which of you, ſaid he, accuſeth me of fin ?? 

s, Yea, the great. enemy, the devil, came, and « found 

m nothing in him;“ no fin in his Reart; no ſin in his 

ay like. Thus was he the pure and ſpotleſs Lamb of God, 

an prepared neee 17 A 

ut 

n. But Jeſus Chriſt, who knew no fin, was « at fin,” 

of chat is, by imputation; it was reckoned to him; put 

ys to his account; in the ſame manner as his righteouſneſs 

or is imputed to us, or put. to our account. Out of his 

ſt great love to his people, he became their ſurety, to 

id anſwer for their ſins, and to bear their puniſhment. 8a 5 

1e the prophet Iſaiah ſpeaks, chap. liii. 4, &c. 4 Surely he 
«+ hath borne our griefs, and carried our ſorrows. He 

« was wounded for our tranſgreflions ; be was bruiſed - 

le &« for our iniquities; the Lord mak laid upon n 9 

* « iniquity of us all. ö Wray | 

le | 

e , The design of Chriſt's 8 fin Sat us, was, 

1 « that we might be made the righteouſueſs of God in 

r « him,” Righteouſneſs is a perfect conformity to the _- 

0. law of God, ben which no man can be ſaved; ſor 

d it is written, „% The uNrighteous. ſhall not inherit the 

y kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9. Now we are all un- 

e righteous, becauſe we have broken the law, 44 here f 


is none righteous” upon earth, in himſelf; © no, nos 
c one.“ And yet without a righteouſneſs, WE Can. 
not be ned, What then can er do ? Where can we 
look ? Only to Jeſus. „ Surely hall one fav, in the 
Loup have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength.” It is nut 
faid, in my own works, i in my own repentance, no, nor 
in my own faith, but in the Lord JIxsus have I righte- 
ouſneſs—righteou neſs for juſtification, and ſtrength for 
ſanctification. An imputed righteouſneſs, to procure 
my. acceptance; an imparted ſtrength to produce my ho- 
_ Surely, which, * A firm perſuaſion, aud 
| 93 n 
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durſelves. What we, 1 could not do, He, as 
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an unſhaken affiance.” To him give all the Pephen 


5 5 — for « this Tigliteoufaeſs of God without the 
la, is witneſſed by the law and the prophets. Hear 


what the prophet Daniel fays of him, chap. ix. 24— 


FP à To finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make an end-of 
. + Lins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 15 
SS bring i in everlaſtiug righteouſneſs. - All this Chriſt actu- 


ally did by his obedience unto death; and thus he 


"S. 


3 of blood, pay ues the finner only till he takes 


effect it. Cbriſt has done it for us, and is become the 
end of the law, for righteouſneſs to every one that 


. became the end of the _ which 1 is s the fecond —_ ing 
2 "we raped: 2, 


II. Jeſus Chriſt, by his righteouſneſs, is ; become 


+ 


the end of the nach 7 for, | 
IF Hereby he . an ee to the W law, or 
thoſe ordinances, ſuch as ſacrifices, which were types 


or emblems of him. You may remember, that our 
© .- »Saviour, juſt before his death, . cried out, „ ir 


- finiſhed Vas if he had ſaid — My engageinents with 
my Father are accompliſhed — the types and prophecies 


gare © fulfilled—wy dreadful fufferings are at an end—the 
__ ceremonial law is aboliſhed. Thus (the law came wy 
| Moſts, but e and truth by Jeſus Chriſt,” 


2 1. The moral ham; or hs of the Ten S 


es hereby ſatisfied and magnihed ; according to the 


; _ - prophecy, (Iſa. xlii. 21.) He will magnify the law 
And make it honourable.” ! The law muſt have its end, 


and be completely fulfilled, or we cannot appear as 
righteous before God; but we are unable to fulfil it 


gur ſurcty, has done, The lau demands a righteouſneſs 
of us 3 this is the end at which it aims, but we cannot 


believeth. With this the law is ſatisfied, and, like the 


Nd EH | refuge 
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our fins were made Chriſt's, that is, 


S 4 . ' | 
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refuge in Chriſt in him the believer finds a nauetnpy; 


and the law retires, un my wo 'plexſen'" for his 


. n 


— 
a © 


We have only. now to thew, in the 


- Third place That this rightevuſeſs | is gives 6 to every. 
| beljver ; or, that it is ay * we NG intereſted _ 
therein,” | k f | , 

The een wron ihe out by Jeſus. is bey 
given to the believer ; ſo St. Paul fays, Rom. v. 16. 
« the judgement was by one (offence) to condemnation, 
but the free gift i is of N offences to 3 


I it be aſked, How can the righteouſneſs of another 

be made ours? We anſwer, in the ſame manner that 

imputation. 
Chriſt, who had no fin of his own, was made fin for 
us; reckoned as a ſinner, and dealt with as fuch: ſo 
we, who have no righteouſneſs of our own, are made 
the righteouſneſs of God, in him not in ourſelves. 
The fins of the elect were not inherent in Chriſt, but 


put to his account; ſo the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 


not inherent in us, but imputed to us; and God is 
graeiouſly pleaſed to deal with us accordingly : he treats 
us as if we had not ſinned, and accepts us as perfectiy 

righteous, ſo chat there is no -condemnation whatever $5 
to us. | | ES WF x 


The ETON of this may be ande den the Hs 
| of mankind with one another, We read in St. Paul's 
Epiſtle to Philemon, to whom he wrote in behalf of 
Oneſimus, a runaway ſervant). who was "afterwards | | 
converted, defiring him to receive him again —* if he 
hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, ſaith Paul, 
impute it fo me * ut it to my account. And thus it 

| Is 
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is with” bondſmen; or ſureties, TY make: themſelves 
able to pay the 1 what they pay is 
8 imputed to the perſon for whom they are bound, and 
de is reckoned to have paid it, by them: and thus as a 
_ plain man expreſſes it, *the goſpel is nothing but gaod 
news- that a rich man is come into 0; Fs to. 


By poor are debts.” 
5 81 


Now this glorious gift of ri iohteouſnes becomes our's: 
oy faith; it is therefore called “ the righteouſneſs of 
t faith * and the righteouſneſs of God, which is by 
« faith; and which is to, and upon, all that believe.” 
.. Homer, alſo, we are ſaid to be (i juſtified * and 
. o be ſaved by graee, through falth.“ e 


he - >The perſbawho' has e eee of * the 
law; alarmed by his ſenſe of danger, led to ſeck for 
ſalvation, and enligbtened in the knowledge of Chriſt, 
© gladly receives this gift of righteouſneſs, - "He ſees no 
| other way. He is pleaſed with this way. He receives 
* BY 8 6 
5 — 


We muſt 9 e chat the only VE bg 
. can or will receive this righteouſneſs, is one who | 
has been convinced that he is unrighteous in himſelf ; 

. © and who is looking out for deliverance from that ſtate 
nn which the law leaves him. He hears the propoſal 
of tho goſpel; aſſents to it as true; delights in it as 
good; renounces all other ways of obtaining relief, 
and heartily conſents to be ſaved by grace alone. This 
is that faith frequently deſcribed in the ſcripture by 
Eng, See Chuit—coming to N and OY in 


8 — 
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— un * 
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And now, my dear friends, conſider, I beſeech you, 


Perhaps you may remember theſe expreſſions : = < O 


hope of thy heavenly grace.” In another place, We 


our own righteouſneſs. RT” ohne . 
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the great importance of this ſubject. That great Re- 
former, Luther, ſaid, that © juſtification by faith is that 
article on which the whole church muſt ſtand or fall.” 
It was the pillar of the Reformation. It is the leading 
doctrine of the Church of England. In one of the 


39 Articles, which you will do well to read, this grand 


truth is thus expreſſed: . We are accounted righte- 
ous before God, only for the merit of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by faith, and not for our own works or deſerv- 
ings. Wherefore, that we are juſtified by faith only; 

is a moſt wholeſome doctrine, and very full of com- 
fort.” The prayer book ſpeaks the ſame language, 


Lord God, who ſeeſt that we put not our truſt in any 
thing that we do.” Again, « We lean only on the 


do not preſume to come to this thy table, truſting ian 


* 


| Take alſo a few paſſages from the. book of Homi- 


lies, | „Man cannot make himſelf righteous by his own - 


works, neither in whole nor in part; for that were the 
greateſt arrogancy and preſumption of man, that Anti- 
chriſt could ſet up againſt God, to affirm, that man 


might, by his own works, take away bis fins, and ſo 
_ Juſtify himſelf,” In anotherſplace*we have theſe ex- 


cellent words, 4. Chriſt is now become the righteouſ- 
neſs of all them that do truly believe in him; He, ſor 
them, paid the ranſom by his death; He, for them, ful-. 
filled the law in his life.“ Once more, « This righte- 


ouſneſs, which we ſo receive of God's mercy, and 


Chriſt's merits, embraced by faith, is taken, accepted, 
and allowed of God, our perfect and full juſtification.” 
| o \ iv Think 
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Think of this matter with reſpect to you urſelven— 
Wo muſt die. You. muſt appear e a holy God 

WES . who hates fin, and has declared that the ſoul that ſin · 
+ = Heth ſhall die. Are you not aſking, —* Wherewith 
© ſhall I come before the Lord, and appear before the 
c moſt bigh - God ?” You have now heard. Not by 
ION. Wong of righteauſneſs. which you have done. Theſe 


— OED Gn: Truſt not to them. Renounce them 
all and ſay. with St. Paul, « Yea, doubtleſs, and I 
count all things but dung and droſs, that I may win 
Chriſt and be found in Bim, not having mine own 
_- righteouſneſs, but that which is through the faith of 
- Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of Goa, by faith.“ 
I you truſt to any thing elſe, you. fruſtrate, 2 as 
8 much as you can, “ the grace of God,” and in elfect 
u, that “ Chriſt died in vain.” This is a blaſphemy 
unt you do not intend; but all ſel&righteouſneſs ſpeaks 
5 this horrid language. Remember what is written, 1 
. Cor. iii. 11, © Other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, <hich is Jeſus Chriſt. This alone can 
bear the weight of a ſinner's ſal vation; every other 
will give way when the form comes, and 8 10 
* in its ruins. : 


the — 5 which accompany Glvation.. 1 er you are 
convinced of ſin, and alſo of rightcouſaeſs; that- you 

| l and thirſting after it. Be of good com- 
fort. It is the gift of God, freely beſtowed, without 

- any deſervings on the part of the ſinner. Alx, and 
2 ſhall receive. Seck, a and ye ſhall find. Knock, and 

it ſhall be opened unto you. Pray to God for faith. 

| ! is the work of the holy Spirit to produce it. Faith 
© - cometh by hearing, Continue to hear his word; and 
3 that, in waiting upon God, he will enable you 
o mix * with Rac that ſo it Dung hg your 5 
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and inſufficient. The beſt of them is 
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Have any of you, my brethen, put on the Lord 


Jeſus ? Is he the foundation of your hopes? Is his 


righteouſneſs the rock on which you build? the wed- - 
ding garment in which you reſolve to appear before 

bim? I call upon you to rejoice. Bleſſed are your 
eyes, for they ſee 3 and your ears, for they bear. Bleſſ- 
ed is your heart, for therewith ye have believed unto - 
falvation. Now you may ſay with the Church, (Ila. 

Ki. 10.) «FE will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my ſoul 
ſhall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me 
with the garments of falvation; he hath covered me 


with the robe of righreouſneſs A robe, that hides - 


every fin, which in thought, word, or deed, I have 
committed. A robe, which ſcreens from the ſworl 
of juſtice, the curſe of the law, and all the vengeance 


which my iniquities have deſerved, A robe, Which N 


adorns and dignifies my foul; renders it fair as the 
moon, clear as the ſun, and meet for the inheritance 
of the ſaints in light.“ Happy Bdliever ! 
way rejoicing, The ſting of death is gone. Who 
ſhall condemn 'thee ? God hath juſtified thee. Thou 
knoweſt in whom thou haſt believed; and he will aſ- 
ſuredly keep that which thou haſt committed unto him. 


go on thy _ 


Wear this righteouſneſs as thy breaſt-plate, It ſhall _ 


guard thy heart from fear, in ſickneſs and in death; 


Fea, thus defended, thou ſhalt appear with boldneſs in 


the preſence of God. Filled with holy joy and grati- - 
tude, let thy lips and life proclaim the ſame faith which 
_ juſtifies the ſoul, ſanCtifies the heart; that this doctrine 
is according to godlineſs ; and that ©« the grace of God 
which bringeth ſalvation, reacheth thee to deny ungod- 
lineſs and-worldly luſts, and to live righteouſly, ſoberly 

and godly in this preſent evil world.” Let the follow- 
ing lines be the ſincere language of every foul: _ 


ge all my heart, and all my ways, 

Directed to thy fingle praiſes 
And let, my glad obedience prove | 
How much I owe, how much I love.“ 9 


= 
- 7 6 
0 + 
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x "The Lay 3 84 makes us know, 
What duties to our God we owe 
But tis the Gospel muſt reveal 
Where lies our ſtrength to do his . 


"Tho 9 diſcovers guilt and, 3 

And ſhews how vile our hearts have been; 
Only the Goſpel can expreſss | 
© Forgiving love and cleanſing Race. Dr Oe 


— 


3 


Againſt the man that fails but once? 
ut in the Goſpel Chriſt appears, 
EX Fend ang Agen. of num rous years. 


8 _ 


2 ; err 
oy NV tel 6 — — attempt to dra 


e "by life and comfort from the Law: 
, 1 Blbp the hope the Goſpel gives: 
The: wan that rs iy 'promile lives, | ; 
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be Wh curſes doth the, Law denounce 9 1 


Þ ECL. vii. * Me £ 


God made man upright ; but they have fag out many 


Invent J ons. | 


HESE are + the worlls of N the King of 
Iſrael; and appear to be the reſult of ou 
obſeryation and experience. Polleſſed of ſuperior tas 
lents, and placed in the higheſt ſtation, he reſolved to 
attain the utmoſt degree of wiſdom; but his ſucceſs 
was not equal to his wiſhes, © He perceived, however, 
the extreme folly of having ſo many wives and con- 
S cubines; and fays, verſe 28, —< One man among a 
T thduſand have I-found ; but a woman among all thoſe 
have I not found;;” that is, among his courtiers and 
8 flatterers, one man, perhaps, among a thouſand, he 
found on whom he could depend; but not one among 
his thouſand wives and concubines. But this only, 
| faith he, have I found—that God made man upright; - 
but they have ſought out many inventions.“ I 
he was ſure of. He had no doubt reſpecting this; 
and to this apoſtacy of man ao traces up the OY he - 
law and felt. | | * 
SERA. n E SON "Theſe * 
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| Theſe worde repreſent two things—namely, "I 
The original and apoftate Fae of max.” | 


Firſt, Let us conſider che ori ginal fiate of man. | 


* God made man upright.” - 5 


Man, fi gnifies the firſt man, 1 the ſander and 
* of all men; in whom the whole human race was 


- Sneluded.* God made him; formed him out of the 


and diſpoſition of his mind. God created man in 


breath of life, Gen, ii. 7. God made him wpright ; this 


duſt of the carth; and breathed into his noſtrils the 


does not mean in hi Iv ſtature, but in the frame 


His own image, in his own likeneſs.” He was na- 


233 his 
2 He knew his relation to God, his duty 
0 him, 0 his dependence on bim. He ſaw the glo 


them, that he might glorify God in them; hence we, 


turally and babitually ri 9 His heart was pro- 
perly diſpoſed towards | 


with a love of good, and 
a hatred ” evil. The law was not written for him 


= tables of Kone, but j it was written. upon his heart. . 
211 Semen dad with true knowledge, (Col. i iii. | 


2-) He knew bis Maker. He knew his glorious 
wer, his wiſdom, his holineſs, and 


and goodneſs of God in his works. He ſtud; 


Find him giving names to the creatures, which, in 


_ the original, ſhew' that he had obſerved them, and 


underſtood their nature. 


Th, He loved God above all. 


Hie will was conformed! to the n of God. It he 


| 1 foch bias to evil as we now have; but it was dif- 
poſed to comply with che divine will in al reſpects. 


\ The affeftions of his foul were holy and heavenly. 
E 225 red him as he 


ESF 


ſupreme 


S rr 
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knew no guilt. He felt n6 ſhame. He was a 


' to fear. No angry paſſions diſturbed his ſoul.” His 
body was free from diſeaſe and pain. He converſed 
with God, and was as happy as aradiſe could make 


Hlad he continued in his ſtate of uprightneſs for a 
certain time, he would, probably, have been tranſlated, 


pier ; an all his poſterity would have heen confirmed 


in the ſame condition of holineſs and happineſs, with» * 


out the danger of falling, as he did: for as it is certaifr, 


that all mankind, deſcended from Adam, ate involved 


in the conſequences of his fall; we may juſtly conclude, 


that had he maintained his integrity, they would all 
have . in the happy fruit of it. 93 . 


ut aſas l though 
God made man upright ; he hath ſought out man 


inventions.” The crown is fallen from his h | 


the glory is departed from him,” This is a point 
which it greatly concerns us to know. This is one of 


the firſt principles of our religion, on which all the 
reſt depend. For if man is not at variance with his 
Creator, what need of a Mediator? If he be not d- 
praved and undone, what neceſſity of a Reftorer and 
Saviour ? If he is not enſlaved to lin, why is he r- 
deemed by Jeſus Chriſt? If he is not polluted, why 


muſt he be wa/hed in the blood of the Lamb? i If his 


foul is not d/ordered, what occaſion is there for a di- 
vine Phy/ictan?./ In à word, if he is not bern in ſin, 
why is a nete birth ſo neceſſary, that Chriſt ſolemnly 


declares, without it no man can © ſee the king- 
Fas 2 e 
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ſupreme good, and the grand ſource of his happineſs. 
Ile loved the creatures for. God's fake ; and all the 
beauty or {ſweetneſs he found in them, led him to 

adore and love his God the moe... 
In this ſtate, man was truly bleſſed and honourable. + 
His mind was calm. His conſcience 3 He 


without pain or death, to a heavenly ſtate, ſtill hap» 


% 


* aid the 
. > Ale. 2 Thus Eve was d=ceived, and became the un- 


Dur firſt parents, all their-poſterity- 
St. Paul aſſures us, Rom. v. 12. By one man, fin 
entered into the world, and death by fin ; and ſo death 


* 
» * 
> * —_— , 
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Bo * 8 THE FALL” or MAN. | 


dom of God: —Ler vs wen nee, inthe ſecond 
- The He roo bi hp Was. Par 5 1015 


— Satan; full of hatred to God, and envying the hap- 


5 of man, deviſed the method of his deſtruction, 


With inſernal cunning. He aſſaulted “ the weaker 


veſſel' firſt; queſtioned, and then denied the word of 


God; repreſented the command not to eat of the tree, 

as very ſevere; and the eating of it as quite harmleſs, 

y eas as 210 be God « Ye ſhall not ſurely die, 
vil; though God had faid, ©. Ye ſhall ſurely 


f means of ſedvcing her huſband. Thus both 
our firſt parents fell from their od ſtate of purity 

* and bliſs; and as a token of God's dreadful diſplea- 

8 fare,” were — from the garden of Eden. 


7 — 1 you oft obſerve, that in- and by this fall of 
likewiſe fell. So, 


paſſed upon all men, for that all have finned: and 
- again, verſe 1 „A through the- offence of one, many 
are dead: agen verſe 18, „by the offence of 
_ one judgment came e men to condemnation.” 


In conſeq orice af our fall i in Aden. our natute i is 
+ "wholly es Ns 
- worldly. We forſake God, the foundation of happi- 
meſs; and vainly ſtrive to moks ourſelves happy 1 in fn 


_ - and folly ; or, as our text has it—< we have ſought . 
_ - out many inventions“ many vain reaſonings—many 
| - foohſh/queſtions and ſpeculations] We may read our 


_ depravity in our miſery. In our preſent fallen ſtate 
We can reliſh only earth] dan things, and they all conſpire 
_ to 1 our expectations. What are the _— 
«pe? Sid... berle 


— 


Our hearts are naturally carnal and 


ſhort, it drags 


inventions are 


4 


tempts to procure happ! 
ry to his will. What inventions to pleaſe the 1magi- 


nation! Hence the loads of novels which burden the, 
world, and are read and reliſhed far hetter than the 
word of truth. What inventions to delight the eyes! 
Hence plays, and ſhows, and all the vanity of dreſs. 


What inventions to pleaſe the ear! Herſce all the 
charms of muſic, vocal and inftrumental. What in- 
ventions to gratify the taſte! Hence all the art of 


berleſs inventions of men, but weak and wicked at- 
ſs without God, and contra- 


cookery, collecting niceties from every quarter of the 


world. Of how many may it be ſaid, that their kit= - 
| he cook their prieft, and their 
belly their god. What inventions are there to kill, 


chen is their temple, 


time | Short as life is, and we all complain it is ſo 
on too ſlowly for many. Hence the 
various amuſements, eſpecially playing at cards, in- 


vented on r kill time. Ah, how ſoon will 
> e y 


theſe murderers of time wiſh for one of their loſt 
hours, when time with them ſhall be no more | What 
there to gratify pride! What contri- 
vances to make us look greater and finer than our 


neighbours! What inventions to. become rich and 
great! for this, men ſpend all their ſtrength, and riſk 
their health and life. What inventions to deceive one 
another, and to appear what we really are not! 


But there are worſe inventions ſtill in matters of 


% 
* 


＋ 


religion. What inventions of do&rine! how man e 


teach, for divine truth, the commandments of men! 


What inventions in the worſhip of. God-! Hence all 
idolatry and ſuperſtion ; hateful to God, and hurtful 


to man. What inventions as to the way of acceptance 


with God! There is but one true way, and that is 
Chriſt ; but inſtead of this, men have invented a 


thouſand ways ; pretending by their own virtue, good- 
arity, and. devotion, to recommend 


neſs, morality, eha 
themſelves to God. 
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; 7 © Not N on the word ti inventions, * 
. lexus e re ol man e r e ſtate. 


— 8 bet ain his wind ? Here wretched 
_ anU near to the ſtate of brute beaſts are millions of the 
Human race; the Indians of America, and the Blacks 
of Africa! Yea, even in Europe, which is more en- 
Aghtened; and in England too; à country full of 
churches and bibles! O how thouſands are in 
darkneſt and the ſhadow of death! Yes, even many 
185 of thoſe who are ſcholars, are wiſe enough in worldly 
things, know not God, know not themſelves, know 
not Jeſus-Chriſt. How many that ſeem to be re- 
9 worſhip an unknown God, being igno- 
their fallen ſtate, and therefore W 
the ſalvation N N aid 220k * 
F. e 98 2 ( . 
But ignorance is not all; ' Confider 8 of 
- the mind. The heart is gone from God. It does 
not like to retain God in its knowledge. How 
many are ſaying to God, Depart from us, we deſire 
not the knowledge of thy ways: and fay, my bre- 
Aren, Is ie not ſo with ſome of you ? Why ele is it 
eee not love prayer? Why do you neglect 
the bible? Why'do'you break the ſabbath ? Why do 
you take pleaſure in the company of the wicked, while 
Jou laugh at ſerious people, and true piety? Your 
Teonſcience ſometimes ſmites you for this, for you 
know they are right, and you are wrong: and were you 
don a dying bed, you would gladly be in their ſtate, 
Tou have an immortal foul, which you know muſt 
be ſaved for ever, or loſt for ever, and yet you live 
as if you had no ſoul at all. And though religion be 
tze great buſineſs of man, it is the only buſineſs that 
| 255 Ty: neglect; it is the only buſineſs that you hate to 
- fee others mind. And does not this conyince you 
. . 
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* Even a child is known hy his doings; © fooliſh-. _ 

8 neſs is bound up in the heart of a child, Prov. xx. 2 

xxii. 15. Have you never obſerved the envy, pride, 

and paſſion of little children ? They could not learn 

gs theſe evil t from others. They brought them 
into the world with them. They were born in ſin. 


Look at young people. The ſeeds of fin which 
were in their nature ſpring up and grow apace. The 
bud of vice now begins to blow. See the forward, 
raſh youth, full of pride and-ſelf-conceit, deſpiſing 
his parents, impatient of controul, burſting every 

bond, that he may purſue his pleaſures; and deter- 
mined to indulge his luſts, though at the expence of 
health, character, and life itſelf. O who can lament, 
as it deſerves, the ſhameful, the worſe thai brutal 
lewdneſs of both ſexes? This vice awfully prevails; 
and though ſome may laugh at it, and think it a little 
fin, let them know, that < whoremongers and adul- 
_ terers God will judge.“ Heb. xii. 4. 


What ſhall we ſay of prophaneneſs ? „ gBecauſe of 
ſwearing the land mourneth; England groans under 
the burden of this horrid crime, this unprofitable 

vice; the ſtreets, the roads; the fields, the ale-houſes, 
ring with the horrid language of hell. The throat of 
the ſwearer is * an ſepulchre,” belching forth, 

in oaths and curſes, a ſtench more hateful to God than 
the ſmell of a human. carcaſe to man. This is ſo 
common, that we almoſt forget its criminality ; but 
what faith the law ? Thou thalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain ; for the Lord will not 
hold him guiltleſs that taketh his name in vain.” 
Surely this is a fin, which, above moſt others, ſhews _ 
- that man is wofully fallen and wicked; or how could 
he practiſe, how could he love, this unprofitable vice? 
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„ The Lord looked down from heaven upon the 


25 wicked; who can know ie?” 


truth. Read the following, Gen. vi. 5, © And God 
- Heart was only evil continually ; and it repented the 


| . The imagination of man's heart is evil from his 


THE FALL! oF MAN.” 5 


Time would fail us to ſpeak of a chouſand other 
— which proceed out of the heart. Read the cata- 
. given by our Saviour himſelf, Mat. Xx. 19, 

vil- 021 be tht murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemy,; theſe come forth 
. the man | 


7 The f nnd with teſtimonies to this ſad 


ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great in the earth, 
and chat every imagination of the thoughts of his 


Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it 
him at his heart.” See alfo Gen. viii. 21, 


th.“ Read alſo, Job, xi. 12, Vain man would 
wiſe, though man-be born like a wild aſs's co 

and chap. xv. 14, © What is man, that he ſhould be 
clean? and he which is born of a woman, that he 
| ſhould be > ET ?” And leſt any ſhould think 
that all people are not fo bad, and that theſe things 
are ſaid only of openly wicked 82 obſerve what 
the following feripture declares, Pſalm xiv. 2, 3, 


children of men, to ſee if there were any that did un- 
derſtand and feek God. They are 4 gone aſide; 
. they are all t ther become. thy; there is none 
3 no, net one. In a word, ſee the 
true picture of fallen man, in —.— xvii. 9, The 
beart is deceitful above all things, and 3 


bes, ch is this terrible, but uſeful Ars fally 
Nane can deny it, without denying ws. 

5 of God. But if fa are not enough, 
turn your eyes to the ſtate of mankind in this preſent 
evil world; and you will find {ad proof that man is in 
2 fallen ſtate. © How aſtoniſhing is hy quangy of 
A SES | miſery 
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miſery in the world! How many thouſands are q 
ing the air with the cry of pain or wretchedneſs! _ 


Strange, that ever there ſhould. be: ſo much; that 


there ſhould be any ſuffering in the creation of a good 
God! Doubtleſs there is a cauſe for it; and if the 
Bible had not told us what it is, we ſhould be for ever 

in the dark. O, Adam, what haſt thou done ! O, man, 
what art thou always doing! Is not ** the earth curſed- ' 


for man's ſake ?” and why doth it bring forth ſo plen- 


tifully thorns and briars, while uſeful plants, and — | 
and grain, cannot be produced without great labour 

The earth itſelf preaches to us this humbling doctrine; 
and while maff gains his daily bread with the ſweat of 


his brow, let him learn that fin is the fatal cauſe. 


Sometimes the earth is deluged with dangerous 
floods; at other times it is hardened by exceſſive 


drought. Dreadful peals of thunder ſnake the hea- 


vens; fearful flaſhes of lightning fill the ſkies. Hor- 
rible earthquakes cleave the ground, and open a ſud- 

den grave for thouſands, Burning mountains bele 

forth their deſtructive contents. The ſeas, raiſed to 
fury by ſtormy winds, bury the poor helpleſs ſeamen. 
Terrible plagues ſweep away whole cities in a few 
days. What is the language of theſe fearful meſſen- 


gers? They all unite to ſay, Man is fallen, and God 


is angry. TOYS 
4 _ 5 | 2 14 * *. 2 a & | ; 2 * . I I 
_ Conſider. alſo the forrows of mothers in bringing 


forth their offspring ; the cries, and tears, and pains, 


and death of little babes. Think of the various fierce 
and agonizing diſcaſes of mankind: What is the world 
but a huge hoſpital ? and where almoſt the houſe that 

there is not one fick ? How many of our poor fellow 


creatures are pining 4 ds or racked with pain, 


or raving with madneſs ! Turn yaur eyes to the dying 
bed of a fellow mortal. Look at his ghaſtly counte- 


* x % 


mim em. 
Wo nance. See how he is convulſed ; how he labours for 


life. At laſt, with a mournful groan, he bids adieu 
do this wretched world, Behold the pale and lifeleſs 


. corpſe. In a few days, perhaps in a few hours, it be- 


gins to change. Putrefaction ſeizes it; and the body, 
once ſo dear and pleaſant, the parent, the wife, and 


tze child, muſt be buried out of our ſighit; muſt 


de conſigned to the dark, cold, and loathſome grave, 


to become the prey of ſordid worms. W hat a terrible 
Proof does all this afford of our finful ſtate! 


IuMuNROVEMEN r. 
And now what ſhall we ſay to theſe things ? Is this 


the ſtate of man? How neceſſary is it that he ſhould 


Tom it. We obſerved at the beginning, that it 1s 


one of the firſt principles of our religion, and with- 


out knowing this, we cannot underſtand the reſt. — 


When the veil js upon the heart, the veil is upon 


* 
3 1. 


There are three things, the abſolute 


* every thi 2 
nuoeceſſity of which we may vo fram what has been 
ad, namely, Redemption, 


| pentance, and Regeneration. 
tion. God hates fin with infinite abhor- 
Tence. Sin renders us abominable in his fight. © The 
wages of fin is death.” © He will render indignation 


and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, upon every ſoul 


— 


of man that doeth evil. How then can we eſcape the 


damnation of hell? Bleſſed be God, he hath ſo loved 


the world, as to eki only begotten Son to be our 


Redeemer and SaWour. © Jeſus Chriſt has died for ſin- 


ners, © the juſt for the unjuſt, to bring us to God.“ 


ha 'by his Spirit our nature is-renewed ; ſo that we'may 
de fully reſtored to the favour and image of God, 


O Jeſus, what haſt thou not done to looſen guilt and 


By his blood, reconciliation is made for iniquity ; and 
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pain, to ſweeten adverſi , to blunt the ſting of death, 


to reſtore happineſs in ſome degree to the earth, and | 
enſure it in eternity,” 115 7 


2. Ses alfo the need of Repentance; or ſuch a fight 
and ſenſe of fin as leads to godly forrow and ſelf · ab- 
horrence. Sin is the only thing that God hates, and 


almoſt the only thing that man loves; but grace will 


make us hate it heartily, and ourſelves on account of 
it. Alas, how far from this are many, who yet call 


themſelves chriſtians ! Hear the proud Phariſee crying, 


God, I thank thee that lam not as other men are: 
or boaſting that he has a good heart, and a clear con- 
ſcience ; that he does his duty to the beſt of his - 
er, and never hurt any body in all his life. is is 
the wretched cant of poor deluded ſouls, who know 
not © the plague of their own heart. God forbid 
this ſhould be our caſe. Let us rather, like the good 
men we read of in ſcripture, confeſs our. fins, loathe 
ourſelves, and repent in duſt and aſhes, Then ſhall 
we thankfully- receive the free mercy and forgiving 
love of God through Jeſus Chriſt, 3 


3. From hence alſo we learn the neceffity of Re- 
feueration. Nothing ſhort of this is fufficient ; for 
« ſtriving againſt nature is like holdinf a weather- - 
cock with one's hand; as ſoon as the force is taken 
off it veers again with the wind.” If we are born in 
fin, we muſt be born again. So our Saviour ſolemnly 
declared to Nicodemus, John iii. 7. « Verily, verily, 
I fay unto thee, except a man be born again, he can- 
not ſee the kingdom of God.” We muit have a new 
heart; that is, a new diſpoſition of heart; ſuch a 


change within as may be juſtly called a new creation. 
And thys is far more than the baptiſm of water. We 
muſt be * born of water and of the Holy Ghoſt ;” 
that is, we muſt experience the power of the Spirit on 
8 2 7 > our 


dur minds, which is like that of water on the body, te 
dileanſe and purify it from fin. Water, in baptiſm, is 
<< the outward viſible fign,” but there is alſo, an 
_ Inward and ſpiritual grace; and this is, © a death 
_ unto fin, and a new birth unto righteouſneſs.” The 
_ _- regenerate perſon hates fin, and earneſtly defires de- 
> Hyerance from it. The fincere language of the foul 
18—“ Go, Sin; go for ever, thou rebel to God; thou 
- _.erycthier of Chiſt; thou griever of the Spirit; thou 
cCiurſe of the earth; thou poiſon in my blood; thou 
Plague of my ſoul, and bane of all my happineſs.“ 


Ho important then is the knowledge of bur fallen 
mate? It is the devil's maſter- piece to - make us 
think well of ourſelves.“ It is God's great and gra- 

- © cious work to diſcover to us our true condition. May 

the Holy Spirit ſo bleſs what has now been faid con- 
verning it, that diſcovering the diſeaſe of our nature, 
we may highly * the great phyfician of our ſouls; 
may lie low before a holy God in the duſt of humilia- 
tion : yet Jooking up for pardoning mercy, and for 
+  ſanQifying grace, daily to renew us in the ſpirit of 
dur mind; till being made. meet for heaven, we are 
admitted into that bleſſed ſtate, where fin and forrow 
mall be known no more; and where, with all the 

* _ _ redeemed, we ſhall celebrate our_glorious recovery 

>  . from the ruins of the fall, aſcribing ſalvation to God 
And the Lamb, for ever and ever.» Amen. 
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nels for his juſtification. 30 here in the 2 Nan 
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EPHESIANS, 5 +" 8 


1 


1 whom we hve Redemprin gs, bis lod. 


"HE word, Redemption is perhaps the e 
7 henſive that our own language; or any other, 
can afford. Redemption itſelf is certainly the greateſt 
bleſſing that God can beſtow, or man receive. Ti: 
this that ſtrikes the joyful ſtrings of the heavenly 
harpers. This is the burden of that ever-new ſong = 
which none but the Redeemed can fing—* Worthy 
is the Lamb that was ſlain, for thou haſt redeemed us 


een and nation.“ . | | | Be 


The fitvation- of man, under whatever name it is | 


| deſcribed, always ſuppoſes his fallen, guilty, rwned, 
and helpleſs ſtate : nor can. we underſtand one word 


this. He as 


of the goſpel aright without knowin 
1 jan, and fal- 


dangerouſly diſeaſed: Chriſt is the ph 


vation his care. He is naked: Chrift covers him with 


his righteouſneſs. He is famiſhed : Chriſt is his meat 
and drink. He is in. darkneſs : Chriſt is his light. He 


' ſtands at the bar, accuſed, and ready to be condemned: 


Chriſt appears as his ſurety y, and pleads ks righeeauf- | 
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Wo | <>S# 
2 


4 «a» * 
. 


to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, nd 
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Oo of power, or rather by the payment of a price, for 


| "= er ee eee pen of 


/ and other countries to Africa, on ade to get 


18992 


3 Chet pays th nahen, and proeur 
n e no — | 


Come then, my friends, and let us 3 to this 
great ſubjeQ ; and remember: that we are fixing our 
minds on PL ſame delightful theme that engages the 
Hearts and harps of. glorified ſaints; and which will 
_ employ our gfateful tongues to all eternity, if we are 
"und among the OO of the Lord. 2 


Redemption, among men, 89. DIS of pe 
ow out of a ſtate of captivity and bondage, by an ad 


their ranſom. The recovery of God's choſen peo- 
ple From the ryins of the fall is therefore deſcribed by 
dis term; becauſe they are, by nature, in a wretched 
Fate of bondage and flavery ; from which they could 
never deliver themſelves; and in which, if not deliver- 
_ Sdjhey muſt periſh for ever. But Chriſt, the Son of 
God, ts his infinite love and compaſhon, under- 
took! the del verance ; and by paying down a ſufficient 
ice, even his own precious Pieed- as à ranſom, de- 
them from ruin, goT: reſtored them- to Uverty. 


rd 2 or 12. 31 = 4 $43 > 


oft man, let us conſider - His caftivity—his f 
e the means his A raged 5 
bnſider, eee 2 b 84 a 
"—_ Captives, among men, are perſons taken in 
war und made priſoners. In many caſes they have 
bern uſtd very ill; put to ſhame; ; doomed to hard 
-- confined in chains, priſans, or mines; led at 
_ the chariot wheels of their conquerors; and ſome- 
- times put to death in'a wanton and cruel-manner. To 
5 the poor Blacks are treated as captives, and 
- Leptin a ſtate of bondage. Sbips are ſent from Eng- 
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eragon - 8 


Wände 2510 thoufands f ther W lives, 1 
are ſtolen, or procured. under 'varibus' atrd wieked®? * 
ces; torn from the boſoms of their deafeſt 8 —ß 
lations ; forced away from their ow oo "clofel 
ſtowed” together! in:a'ſhip; and, when bro 4 to wet © 
Weft-Indies, fold like beaſts in a market. 4 . 
then doomed to hard labour, and ko char 
till death puts an end to their miſerjes, or their liberpy 
is obtained by paying a ſim of money*forit,” lar Fool 
a caſe, a man may be ſaid to be redeemed ; EY 
ceaſing to be a flave, he becomes a freeman. "Tris 
— S tome idea of the nature of Redem ibn,” 
When God made man he made him uptight *hemnda” - 
him free but he ſoon loſt his liberty. datan attack 4 
him, and prevailed againſt him; and not a; og: & 
only, but Againſt all his poſterity.” In hy ſtate" we 
are born; in this we live; and in this we e 7 
periſh, unleſs che Redemption of Chriſt k xpf pw 1 | 
'A 


er- our ſouls by the Holy Spirit. Von would 

of 2 1 cap on rp if you <a gems in chains 5 | 
r- if you ſaw, ript 0 eir clothin 

e n en bead RES, 


cs Wes end beten and pining > W971 e 
and miſery, Well thidis 5 gut own' fats? * l 
We ate con by Satan f far 2 Won? 
original happy condition: deprived of dur bent ener iS 
tle image and_fayoar of God; ted and bound wi = 
the chains of our fins; baſely foul net ph y the > devil un! 
tle horrid drusger y of our laſts; auch it Fracopreveitt?. 
it not, liable to be ſumimone@ cen 6e An Fr, 1 
eternity, to recelye” due wages of yes. n, Wh | 
eternal miſery. T3 1 ** a Wal . 505 Wo 


ve 

rd 
wow this Haren ati SI hs telirergin leer. ; 

e- We have neither the will nar the 12 tlie 
peculiar” miſery of ſinful man that wy 145 Ns BE 


mifery. ' Other ciÞtiyes groan for fieedoni!” 
bird or” a beaſt, a, Toon ke reer 


Tres 


r rion 


een; more wretched and ſiupid 88 SIEM 
are flaves; and. fooliſhly boaſt, like the Jews, 
b e e to in wan.“ 
_ They bug "theix yoke ;__ they N their prifon, and 
£3 fancy muß in the rattling of their chains. If any 
= are in this condition, may God open. their eyes, 
liver them fromm the fad infatuation | W 


2 LD man had > aut 10 be free he has not. the 
| "What ranſom. can tc offer? Can he make 
adios to the injured law of God? Can he ren- 
8 to his n glory of which he bas 


3 . 
0 y fin. i 
a * Wy nets or make him · 


w: his 
8 cteature 17 it is 11 I the 


nd 3 neten 
vie oy Kin in order 22 us, | 
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ſo St. Paul fpeaks, 1 Eph: i. 18, “ Ve were not re- 


captives out of bondage, miſery, and ſlavery amo 


3s. * 


invaluable. precious blood, 
the Son of God. 


. 


underſtand the ſubject, and be more affected with it. 
Fl:ſp—of the World—of the Lau- and of the 
From all theſs Chriſt delivers bis People. 


kg 


ſee the proof of it in 2 Tim. ii. 26,“ that they may 
recover themſelves out of the ſuare of the Deyil, who 


F 3 


F 


The Redemption of captives is uſually by p ying a 
price or ranſom. . This: Chriſt paid, and the price 
was no leſs than his blood; fo ſays our text- In 
whom we have redemption through his blood,“ And 


deemed with corruptible thiags, as ſilvet and gold; © 
but with the precious blood of Chriſt /*—not by ſs - 
mean a price as the periſhing riches of this world, ſuch 
as the ſilver and gold, which are paid for buying poor 


men; but it was at no leſs a price than the noble and 
ſufferings, and death of 
eee e K \ * 
Having taken a general yiew of Redemption, let us 
deſcend to ſome particulars by which we may better 
The natural man is a captive of the 1 the 
rave. 8 


1. We are all, by nature, captives of the Devil. _ 
This may ſeem to you a bard ſaying, but it is too true; 
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are taken captives by him at his will! — taken alive, as, = 
captives of war, to be enſlaved and ruined by the Devil. 
O how dreadful is the power of Satan over wieked -_ 
men! They are not aware of it, or they would car- . 
neſtly pray, ** Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil,“ or the evil ohe/ St. John fays, © The © 
whole. world licth. in wickedneſs, or in the wicked 
one,” 1 John v. 19 ; and St. Paul ſays, “He worketh - 
in the children of difobedience,” Eph. ii. 2.: So that 
there is more truth in ſome cottimon expreſſions, Ty 7 
IE n . 
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bo ſuch people continyally ſport with ſuch words as 
tmeſe— Hell, and helliſn D | 
and damnation. Surely theſe words ſhow who is 
-+ "their maſter } and what is likely to be their place and 
portion. May God diſcover the 
do all practiſe them. 


— 


2800 deſtroy the works of the Devil. He overcame all 
his temptations in the wilderneſs; he triumphed over 
him on the croſs; and when he aſcended into heaven, 

es he led captivity captive ;”” conquered the conqueror, 
did bound the ſtrong one. He ſhewed his power over 
duevils, by caſting them out of the bodies of men; and 

de ſtill ſhews his power, by caſting him out of the 


* . 


_-_ 
— 


.. this power among us this moment. 


3 Yes, my friends, if we are redeemed from Satan, we 


me © redeemed to God''—redecmed to God, as his pe- 
. nl! for his honour and ſervice; for com- 


munion with: | 
ment of him in glory, 


* 


our minds are fleſhly 3 ** Sin reigns in our mortal 
dies; we obey it in the Iuſts thereof; our members 
- arc inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs; we have yielded 
dur members ſervants to uncleanneſs and to iniquity : 


for his feryants we are to whom we obey, Rom. 


. * * : & & > k 
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|. Is not this true, my friends Are not ſome here 
1 ' preſent yet the ſlaves of fin; one of drunkenneſs; 


buy wicked people than they are aware of ;-as when 
-- they fay, © Þhe Devil is in you.” It is awfully true 

df all unconverted fingers. And it deſerves notice, 
vil, and deviliſh—Damn, | 
evil of ſuch things 


5 No the bleſſed Redeemer camtdown from heaven, 


im now ; and for the everlaſting enjoy- 


2. We are all, by nature, captives of the ho; 


een another 
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SERMON VI. l 


for theſe things ſake cometh the wrath of God 
upon the children of diſobedience.” Alas! how many 


dage, 2 Pet. ii. 19. 


But, adored be Jeſus, he came to * us en 
our ſins; © that we, being delivered from the hand 


of our enemĩes, might ſerve him without fear, in ho- 


of Iyi gi another of thieving, or ſome other heinous | 
fin 122 Ah, Sirs, the end of theſe things is death :*! 


are ſtrong advocates for human liberty, who are them- 
ſelves the ſlaves of corruption ! For of Whom a 


lineſs and righteouſneſs before him, all the days of our 


life.” By the power of his Spirit, the people are 


« born again, and made new creatures in Chriſt 


Jefus ; old things paſs away, and all things. become 
new. They are not in the fleſh, but in the Spirit; 
they walk not according to the fleſh ; they are enabled. 
to crucify the old man of fin, and to put on the new 
man of grace; and to live, in ſome degree, in that 


holineſs without which no man can ſee the Lord. So 
St. Paul ſpeaks to the converted Romans, God be 
thanked, that (though) ye were the ſervants of fin; ye 


which was delivered you. Being then made free 
from fin, ye became the ſervants of righteouſneſs,” 
Rom. vi. 17, 18. 11 3. — co? FOR? 


with the ſtream of fin, and fooliſtily thinking we ſhall 
do well, becauſe we do like others; forgetting-that 
ti broad is the road that leadeth to death, and many 


there be that walk therein; while the narrow way to 


. * 
*% 


have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine 


* 
-” 


1250 3. We are all, by nature, captives of the World: . | 
or, as the ſcripture expreſſes it, Walk according 
to the courſe of this world,” willingly carried along 


a 7 


life is found by very few. By nature we are con- 


formed to the world; to its fooliſh cuſtoms, maxims, 
dreſs, and amuſements; and alſo to its dangerous, 


* 
- 
4 


rtf. 3 
ans! affrid to 


EPA 
9 aber notioas of religion. People a 


think for themſelves; they take the religion of their 
nei beer. on truſt}, without examining, by the word 


de er d Lord << 


deomed from “e our vain converſation, receiy 


4, whether it be right or wrong, tru or Ke. 


I gave himſelf for out fins, 
tha be might deliver us from this preſent evil world,“ 
> - from the. fins, ſnares, cuſtoms, and faſhions of the 

men of this world. St. Peter f. of , 


— 
8 - 


tradition from our fathers.” It matters not what we 


| ._ © were brought up to, nor what our forefathers lived 
in; it it was- wrong,” we muſt forſake it. We muſt 
_ _.. confeſs Chriſt-before men, or he will deny us before 


_- angels: and we ſhall not be aſhamed of the goſpel of 
Christ, if we know it to be the power of Cod to our 


_.  ownſalvation ; but rather glory in the croſs of Choi, 


dy Shich we are crucified to the world, and the 
world to us. Then we are the true diſciples of Chriſt, 
when we are ENT the world, Even as he was opt. 
2 of the-workl.” SY ae 5 1 bt 


4. We are an,: 28 Pn exptives and ien to 
"the broken Law and offended Juſtice of God. The 


i juſtiy demands of us, perfect and perpetual obe- 


dience. Tf we fail in one point, we are guilty of all; 
and fall under its fearful curſe. The law demands our 
obedience or our blood. If we diſobey but once, our 
lives are forſeĩted. We are condemned already; and, 
if death * us in that * it 1 9 15 us * or ever 
. in hell. pa 


But, 3 be to the Lamb 12 Cod, that be cane 
into tlie world to fave finners ; and as there could be 
no remiſſion of fins but by the ſhedding of blood, he 
freely gave himſelf up for us, and died for our "a | 
« tte quitfor:the unjuſt, that be might bring us to 
| Da 25 en W ae: * a ranſorn” T 2 
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children of God,” Rom. viii. at. 
to paſs the 3 8 that is written, © Death is ſwallowed 
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2 And now, my friends, what think yon © 
tion? Does it appear to you a little or a 
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made a curſe for us, Gal. in. 13. Hereby, all he 
believe in him are © delivered from the wrath w _ 


come. There is therefore now no condemna- 
tion to them. They have paſſed from death unto 
life; and „ho ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect? It is God that jaflifiank. Who is Weber 
condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died. In conſtquenee 2 


ee eee 


Finally, We are all; by reaſon of fin, as 8 
Death, arid: ſhall ſhortly be priſoners of the Grave, _ 
for all living; to this 


This is the houſe a 
dark abode we muſt -Femovs, and there remain 
till the great day, when there _ pr ee | 


- But 5 alorious Redecther bus aig of his WR | 
will ranfom them from the 


thy plagues O grave, I wilt be th deſtruction |”. 
Yes,” Jeſus n 4 


bo 


us liberty of the 


of corruption, into the 
hen ſhall be brought 


up in 
where 3 
ſtren 


death, where is thy ſting? O grave, 
hes 5 victory? The ſting of death i» Gin, andthe 

ſin is the law; but thanks be to God ho 
us the n e 


APPLIC A TION. 


of 


great inatter "x 


men n . with it? . 
* 


9 


of this, they are entitled to peace of conicience, even 2 0 


power of the grave; | 
I will redeem them from death; O death, I Sil de > 


tion; namely, 
N the redemprion of the body : and & the creature it 
ſelf,” that is, the body, ſhall be delivered from the 
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det VN RPE? once ws, in-this miſerable bondage | 
Ton tan nevet deſire deliverance, nor love the deli - 


5 Verer, till you know this. When Iſrael was in Egypt, 
ey ſiggded by reaſon: of their bondage, and they 


| Wn cried, and their cry came up unto God 


bern be 


5 _ adviſed, When — 


reaſon of 
8 Again, wWwhenlſtael was i Babylon, 
lat down by the. rivers and wept; yea, they 
chen they remembered Zion,“ nd 5 
be your condition, it is 
your condition now. If you neyer ſought redemption, 
. you. never partook of it. If you never ſaw any excel - 
_ - lence and preciouſneſs in Chriſt, are yet in = 
eee“, 
Rome, to retire to ſome 50 
VIEW | yk and, on nded knees, implore the bleſſed 
Nedeemer 10 fot 8 Say, with the Pſalmiſt, 
Draw nigh to my foul, and-redeem-it.”. Look thro? 
che bars of your priſon to heaven. Cry to the Lord 


ir 


in voor trouble, and be will ſave you out of your diſ- 


Hear him ſay ing. Wilt thou be — wo 


5 5 He ſtands ready to knock off thy fetters, and ſet thee 
d liberty. it was neceſſary for gen to pay che price 


A pad; nothing on your part is w 
- - and a hand to receive it. Come then, for all things 
: are xeadye. + Let Iſrael ho 


of redemption, you might well deſpair ! but the price 
but a heart 


in the Lord, for with the 
Lord-there is mercy, with him is plenteous re- 


$7 demption,” ans Here is the ſum of the goſ- 
ings of great joy to ſouls bur - 


- dened with Ga. 2 Lee! you afflicted with a ſenſe of your 


tun aud miſery Well, there is hope in-Iſracl concern- 
ing this. Hope in the Lord; not in yourlelyes, , 

not in your own works, but in Jehovah; and your 

_ encouragement. to do ſo is - with him is mercy,” — 

grace, goodneſs, bounty. He i is, of his own — 

. and there — this further encou- | 
- Tagement—* with him there is plenteous redemption.” 
* his r as the . . 

q The 
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fixed alone in him; for he 


hatred; and r 
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Hope then in the e e expectation * < 


all his iniquities. “ . 9 
RIS HG ATA Prog or et 
And you who, through grace, have believed to the 

ſaving of your ſouls, come, and conſider the ſad ſtate 
ara? in; from which nothing could deliver you 
but the aſtomiſhing ranſom of the Savionr's blood. O 


ſee the malignity, of fin, in the Redeemer's bloody. 
fweat in the garden, and in his dreadful pains on the 
croſs. O ſee what fin has done ! See and deteſt tie 
murderer of thy gracious Lord. Hate it with a perfect 

olve to wage eternal war againſt it. 


, . . FRIER par 

Come and meditate. on the love of Chriſt, who © 
loved you, and gave himſelf for you,“ and who! has, 
by his Spirit, brought home the redemption to your 
heart. There was nothing good in you to engage him 
to do this; for “ while we were yet enemies, Chriſt 
died for us. O be thankful for your wonderful deli- 
verance. O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is 
good; for his mercy endureth for ever. Let the re- 
deemed of the Lord ſay ſo, whom he hath redeemed 


from the hand of the enemy. Had a generous fellow- . 
creature delivered you from Turkith ſlavery, or from 


a Spaniſh inquiſition, how would you expreſs your 


thanks? „O, Sir, would you ſay, I am under inex- 


preſſible obligations; I have nat ſuch another friend in 


all the world; I ſhall never forget your kindneſs while 
I live”? But no earthly friend 


can redeem your ſoul 
from fin and hell. O would to God, (ſaid a hol 
man) ] could cauſe paper and ink to ſpeak the G 
and excellency, the high and loud praĩſes of our brother 
Ranſomer ! Oh, the Ranſomer needs not my report; 
but if he would vouchſafe to take and uſe it, I ſnhould 
had an errand to this world, but for 
8 ſiome 
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BS e fri ends, Jet us wink of - Chriſt ; and "i 
© thinkiagof bi „let us ſhew our love by keeping his 
© commandments ; ; eyer remembering, that *we are not 
2 3 for we are bought with a price; therefore 
us glorify God i in our body and in aur ſpirit, which 
— God's.” Remember you are yet in the body; a 


bould 


5 e and though, through grace, 


von delight in the tw of the Lord aller the inward 
* yet is there another law ur members, war- 
Watch againſt it 
then, left at any time it Soul «bring you — cap- 
_ uvity to the law of ſin. Stand faſt, therefore, in the 
| bberiy whocewith: Chriſt hath made you free; and re- 
- Jace in hope of the complete, everlaſting, and Ro 
© Kut of the iron of God i» beter oi 
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is anſwered and ſaid unto him, Vorily, verily, 1 ſay 
Je thee, Except a Man be Ps. he cannot ſer . 


tbe Kingdom of Gad. 


$ 


THE two grand truths of the Chriſtian religion 
are, our ruin in Adam, and our recovery in 
Chriſt : and till we know both theſe, we can perform 
no duty, nor enjoy any privilege aright ; we can nei- 
ther ſerve God here, ner enter into his glory hereafter. 
You muſt have obferved; that the Scripture always 
divides mankind into two claſſes—the wicked and the 
righteous ; finners and ſaints ; believers and unbeliev- 
ers; heirs of hell and heirs of heaven. Theſe are all 
mixed together on earth, but they will be ſeparated at 
the day of judgment; and their eternal ſtate will then -_ 
be fixed, according to what was their true character 
here. What then can be of greater importance to us 
than to know our real ſtate at preſent? And obſerve, _ 
that though there is that difference betwodnmen,nhicl 1 
was juſt mentioned, we are all by nature in one and 
the ſame condition; that is, fnners and children of 
SERM, VII. r 
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Wrath. 80 that, unleſs a change paſſes upon us. we 
continue in it, live and die in it, and are loſt for ever. 


This is the ſolemn truth, which Jeſus Chriſt in 4 
our text declared to Nicodemus. Perhaps, you may this 
like to know who he was, and how Chriſt came to ſay w 
tis to him. 1 will tell you. Nicodemus was a great 1 
man among the Jews. He was a teacher, and a ruler; 
Aud having heard that Jeſus Chriſt had faid and done ] 
any wonderful things, he came to him one night, 
being aſhamed to come by day light, and ſaid, Rabbi, = 
we know that thou art a teacher come from God.” 18 1 
8 der Chriſt directly begins to teach Nicodemus; and fou 
haue begins with the moſt important truth that was ever 12 
taught—The neceſſity of the new birth, which he aſ- . bor 
ſerts in the rung; manner poſſible; Verily, verily, the 
I fay unto thee, Except a man be born again, he can- ek 
not ſee the kingdom of God.” As if he had ſaid, I, | 
who-am the truth itſelf, aſſure you, that no man, con- 9 
_ fidering his fallen and corrupt nature, can underſtand, - 
dr enjoy the bleſſings of that kingdom of grace which nes 
I am come to ſet up; nor can he enter the kingdom ud 
-- of glory to which it leads, unleſs his heart is changed 816 
by power from above 5 
It ſeems that Nicodemus did not, at firſt, rightly Ly 
underſtand what our Lord meant by this; aud he aſk- I : 
ed how it could be. But our Lord inſiſts upon it again lit 
nnd again, and we doubt not that Nicodemus came to 4 : 
_ underſtand it at laſt, and really to become a new erea- | 25 
ture. The Lord grant that we alſo may become new N. 
33 5 as to ſerye him here, and enjoy him here- 1 
The #erw- birth Ggnikes a great change, made in the 5 
heart of a ſinner by the power of the Holy Spirit. It Act 
-- © means that ſomething is done in us, and for us, which. ot 
we cannot do for. ourſelyes; ſomething, to which we 5 
were befgre ſtrangers; ſomething whereby we begin 1 
40 live, as we did not live before 3 Jea, ſomething, P 
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'" whereby ſuch a life begins as ſhall laſt for ever; for, 
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EE WEE) oh ns. 
s by our. firſt birth we ate born to die, ſo by our ſe- 
cond birth, we are born to live for ever.. 


That we may better underſtand the new birth, 
this change of heart, let us more particularly conſider; 


: {4 
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1. The nature of this change and, 
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I, Let vs confider the. nature of this change, bi It 
of, the 


is hot a change ot the ſubſtance and faculties of 
ſoul. Sin did not deſtroy the elfence of the ſoul, by 
its rectitude; ſo grace does not give 4 new. faculty, 
but a new quality. It is not deſtroying the metal, ok X 
mme old ſtamp upon it, to imprint a new one. It i 
not breaking the candleſtick, but putting a new ligh 
In it. lt is a new ſtringing the inſtrument, to mak 
VVV 
It is a great change: or elſe, ſuch a term ag <'rhe 


on 


new birth; or, * a new creation ;”” or, © a reſvrfe 
tion,” would not be proper. When a child is bory,. 
its way of exiſting, and of getting nourithment, is quite 
different from what it was before: ſo by the new birds 
we live in a very different manner. The greatneſs of 
this change is elſewhere deſcribed by * paſting from 
darkneſs to light;“ yea, by © paſting from death to 
life.!“ ! You hath he quickencd who were dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins.” It makes a man quite the contrary 
to what he was before; as contrary as Eaſt to Weſt; 
North to South; light to darkneſs ; fleſh to ſpirit. It 
is ſuch a change, as if a Blackmoor ſhould” become 
white; or a hon become a lamb. - Ia word, God 
Be away the heart of ſtone, and gives an heart of 
"PE IB No RTF fo To OI TIS = 
It is an wniverſal change —“ a new creature; a 
complete creatute ; not a monſter, with ſome human 
parts, and others wanting. It is Cd's work, and 
therefore perlect in its parts; though tkere is room for 
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growth in every part, as in à ne born child. O, let 
As not deceive ourſelves with a partial change; ſuch. 
as taking up ſome new opinion, or joining a new ſect; 
dr leaving off ſome old fins, and performing ſome mo- 
tal or religious duties. The common changes of age 
and life may occaſion ſome partial alteration ; but this 
As a change of ah whole man. In the unde Handing 
tttere is light inſtead of darknefs, In the toi there is 
ſiofineſs inſtead of hardneſs. In the ecfiens there is 
© Jove inſtead of ent x.. 
I "Kod an zzward change. It will indeed produce an 
_ - «outward change, if the life was before immoral ; but 
there may be ſtrict morality, without this inward. 
Change. Reformation is not Regeneration, though 
7 by often, miftaken for it. It js a change of heart. | 
__ We muſt be * renewed in the ſpirit of our mind,” 
8 8 Tv. 23. Man looks at the outward appear- 
Ace, but God looketh at the heart.“ God has pro- 
miſed to. give his people © anew heart; and the pe- 
-  _Nitent Pſalmiſt prays for it Create in me a clean 
"heart, O God ! and renew a right ſpirit within me.“ 
Withovt this there is no true — The ſprin 
und wheels ofa clock muſt be mended before the h 
Pf ide dial will ſtand right. It may ſtand right twice 
in ide day, when the time of the day comes to it, but 
= - hot from any motion or rectitude in itſelf. So 2 man 
ma ſeem. by one or two actions, to be a changed 
Wan; but the inward ſpring being amiſs, it is but a 
_ feceit”” There is a great difference between virtue 
Add religion; between morality and holineſs. Many 
"I Rnd. abſtain from ſume ſins, and perform ſome du- 
Ties, for the ſake of health, reputation, or profit; but 
In the mx creature there is à change of principle. 
be principle of a new creature is faith; „ faith 
_.- - working by love,“ and this abides. He is not like a 
clock that is wound up, and goes only while it is act- 
ed upon by the weight; but, having the Spirit of God 


o 


within bim, and the He of God in his ſoul, grace is 
CCC as 
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are his. | B+ | I 
That the new birth is ſuch a change as has been 
deſcribed, namely, a great change, an univerſal change, 
and an ixward change, will ſtill more plainly appear 
if you conſider the alteration it makes in a perſon's _ 
views and apprehenſions. He has new thoughts of 
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n well of water, ſpringing up into ererlaſting 
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There is in the new creature 2 change of the * 


] he has in view, as well as the principle from which he 


ada. * The glory of God is the end of the ney mpn-: 
Self is the end of the old man.“ Nothing is a greater 


evidence of bein born again, than to be taken off the 
old centre of gel 


and to aim at the glory of God in 
every thing ; whether we eat or drink; whether we 
are in private or public ; whether we are engaged in 


religious or in common affairs ; to deſire and aim ſin- 
Feorely at the glory of God; knowing that “ we are 


not our on, but bought with a price, we are to glo- 
rify God 'with our body, ſoul, and ſpirit, all which 


* 
- 


God, of himſelf, of the world, of eternity, o ſus 
Chriſt, and of all divine ordinances... OS. 
He has new thoughts of God. Before, he lived, in 


à great meaſure, without God in the world;“ with- 


out any true knowledge of God; without any proper 
regard to God; and was ready to think God © afto= 
gether ſuch an one as himſelf.” But now he ſees that 


with God there is © terrible majeſty,” perfect purity, 


ſtrict juſtice, add that he is indeed greatly to be feared, 
Naw he knows that God's eye is always upon him; 
and that if he were to enter into judgment with him, 


he could never ſtand. But he learns alſo, from the 


goſpel, that God in Chriſt is full of grace, and good- 
nelſs, and love; ſo that, he fears the Lord and his 
cen „ 
. The new creature has very different thoughts of 
bimjeif.. He once acted as his on maſter; followed 


ü his.own wicked will; was ready to excuſe his worſt 


WF actions; “ 


; . 
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- actions; ; thought lightly of his fins, erhaps gloried i in | 
dis ſhams.. Now he ſees the a. of his former ways; 
- he mourns fincerely for his fins ;-he ſees the badnefs, of na 
is heart from whence they flowed z he-ranks himſelf 2 
-- among the chief of ſinners; he wonders at his former | 
bdoldneſs in fin; and he wonders more at the patience | 
of God in not cutting him off with ſome ſudden ſtroke | 
of his jadgment. In ſhort, he cries, © Behold, I am | 


Vile. abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes“ 
The new creature has new thoughts of 7 any 


of the mer of it, and of the things of it. Once, he 
loved the company of profane and unclean perſons; 
now he ſhuns them as he would the plague; and his 
language is. Depart from me, ye wicked men, for l 
will keep the commandments of my God. Before, 
X Al, the very fight of a godly perſon ; now, his 
= unites with thoſe who fear the Lord; he thinks- 
them © the. excellent of the earth,“ wiſhing to live 
and die with them. How different alſo are his views 
of the things of the world ! Once they were his only 
g. fie 8g ed to be great; he longed to be rich; 
de pinted for 9 Fn and drinking, cards 
- _ and plays, muſic and dancing, or ſome other vain a- 
muſements, were his dear delight; and to enjoy theſe 
be would ſacriſice every thing. Now he ſees the va- 
nity of them all. He ſees men danger. They had led 
A to the brink of ruin; any ve can truly ſay, « 


ag «T beſe elaine now no longer Ira 
No more delight afford : 9 25 
7 ar from my heart be joys like theſe, 


Now I have known the Lord! bes 

ED, A th. 
. But O, hats new apprebenfions bas he of Eternity, # -lo 
lie hardly. ever uſed to think of it; now it is almoſt lo 
8 always on bis mind; for now he has that faith which . he 
is t the ſubſtance of things boped for, the evidence Pl 


. -of things not- ſeen,” Now, Gordo, he ech at 


| things that are ſeen, for he knows ing 
but at the things which are not ſeen, 


of Jeſus Chriſt from what he had before. Once he 


pears the chief among ten thouſand, and alt 


new ſorrows. He makes new reſolutions. 
ployed in new labours. He has new entertainments. 
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therefore, with eternal concerns, all worldly thin gs ap- * 
elo as empty ſhadows, and he conſiders every hg: 


below, according to the relation it bears to his e 
PVC 
| The new creature has alſo very different thoughts 


was without form and comelineſs to him; now he ap- 
ovely.“ He did not wiſh to hear of him, or read of 
him, or-ſpeak of him, except to profane his name: 
now he can never hear enough of him; for he ſees, 
that if ever he is ſaved, he owes it all to Jeſus 5 and 


therefore “ counts all things but loſs, that he may 


know him, and win him, and be found in him.“ 


le alſo thinks very differently of religious ordinances. 0 


He could not bear to keep the ſabbath holy. Either 
he wholly neglected public worſhip, and took his car». 
nal pleaſure ; or if he came it was a burden: he did 


not join in prayer; finging, at beſt, was an amuſe- 
ment; he diſregarded the word preached, perhaps de- 
rided it ; and as fot private prayer, he hated it. How 
great the change! Now the Sabbath is his delight; 
the holy of the Lord and honourable.” The houſe 
of God his home; the word of God his food; the 
Bi 2 6 dear companion ; and-prayer the 'breath of 
His loul. | ns A | | | 


Thus you ſee what a charige has taken place in his 


views; and, if time permitted, we might ſhew that 
theſe new views are attended with new_affeions ; he 
-loves what before he hated ; he hates what before he 


loved. He has new defires, new fears, new joys, and 
e is em- 
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| r they are eter®= 
nal. He knows that he muſt live for ever; either in 
2 glorious heaven, or in a dreadful hell Compared, 
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he called a ne creature! 
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P and profpetis. How juſtly then i 


* 

|; 813 4 I; oo. N 

» C : * 2 . — 
Haring briefly 
let us conſider, 
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H. The weceffity of it. . Obſerve hey very ſtrongly 
dur Lord aſſerts in the text V ily, ns. Su I — 
$25 | Urecz except a man be born apai „he cannot lee 
me kingdom of God.“ Surely, thele-words muſt have 
= greatweaght with us, if we beligve the God of truth. 
But u will aſk. What is meant by the kingdom of 
Dod! I anſwer, teens the kingdom of grace upon 
, and the kingdom of glorz in heaven... Now, 
without the new birth, ne perſon whatever can ſec 
the kingdom of God. It is not ſaid he may not, or be 
2 Ap ae; but he caxxet ; it is impoſſible in the nature 


Wich reſpe& to the goſpel Nate here, in which 
Chriſt reigns, no man can be a true | Chriſtin unleſs 
church. of Chriſt, or of that ſociety which is governed 


by.Chriſt; he cannot perform any of the duties ro- 


4 quired in this kingdom 3 nor can he enjoy any ot the 


ſhewn the nature of regeneration, 


* 


Prixileges beſtowed in it. e 
8 He cannot many of the dunes. Fallen man 
. 1gnorant of what is truly good. He calls evil 
-* good, and good evil.“ He is to every good work, 
- Teprobate,” Tit. i. 16. And ne has a diſlike to that 
_- which1s good. The carnal mind js enmity-againſt 
Vo, and ſbews its enmity by rebellion againſt the 
law of God, Rom. viii. 9. Now, remaining in this 
Amte, he cannot anſwer the end of his being, which 1s 
Two glonly God; and having this unfitneſa aud unwill- 
-—  angnels to anſwer that end, there is an abſolute, an 
Aniverſal neceſlity for this change. It is 4 in Chriſt 
2 Jeſus e are created to good works.“ We cannot 
pray in the Spirit,“ till we are © born of the Spirit; 
* 3 1 we 
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we cannot © fing with grace in our hearts,” till we 


have grace; we cannot worſhip God in the ſpirit,” 
while we are in the fleſh. A dead ſinner cannot pre- 
ſent “ living ſacriſice.“ The duties of a natural 

man are lifeleſs and ſelfiſn; he cannat ſerve G 
ſpiritually, becauſe he is carnal ; nor graciouſly, for 
he is corrupt; nor. vitally, becauſe he is dead: nor 
freely, for he is enmity againſt God; nor delightfully, 
for his heart is alienated ; nor fincerely, for his heart 
is deceit; nor acceptably, for he that is in the fleth 
cannot pleaſe God. | . 

In like manner, the unregenerate perſon cannot 
enjoy any of the bleſſed: privileges of the goſpel ſtate. 
He knows nothing of the joys of ſalvation. He is a 


ſtranger to the peace of the golpel. He has no reliſh | 


for the fincere milk of the He cannot delight 
in prayer; nor-enjoy communion with God, or com- 
munion with the ſaints, for things that are not natu- 


nl can never be delightful., And this alſo makes it 


plain, that | | bs 47 REA | 

The unrenewed man cannot ſee de kingdom of 
Fory- The new birth does not indeed entitle a perſon 
to heaven, but it makes him * meet for the inherit- 
ance of the ſaints in light.“ The unrenewed Gnner | 
it ſhat out from heaven by the unalterable determina» 
tion of God himſelf, who has declared that “nothing 


which defileth”” ſhall cater that place, and that with 


out holineſs no man ſhall ſce the Lord.“! | 
And if you conſider what the joys and employments 
of heaven are, and what the diſpoſition of a ſinner. id, 
it will plainly appear that he cannot ſce the kingdom 

of God. © The happineſs of heaven is holineſs ; and 
to talk of being happy without it, is as great nonſenſe, 


ag to talk of being well without health, or being ſaved: wy 


withoutfalyation,” People are ready to think, if they 
go to Heaven they muſt be happy; but, without a ner 
nature, a man might be as much out. of his element in 
heaven, as a fiſh, out of the bottom of the ſea, . 
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12 de in à green meadow, or an 6x in the bottom of the 
"Tea, Cav a wicked man, who now hates the godly, 
expect to be happy among none but ſaints f Can he, 
who cannot keep three hours of the ſabbath holy, bear 
0 keep an eternal ſabbath ? Can he, who now curſes 
and ſwears, imagine that his tongue ſhall be for ever 
employed in praiſing God Can he, who now hates to 
. . «think of God, love to employ his mind in the eternal 
__Evontemplation of him ? No, no. Hell is the ſinner's 
on place z' there he will have his own company, 
and, in ſome meaſure, his old employments, though 
without pleaſure of them; but, as to heaven, he can 
derer fee it till de be born ginn 
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From what was firſt faid of the nature of the new 
birth, let us learn to avoid the common miſtake, that 
-*- baptiſia is regeneration, It is the ſign of it, but not 
the thing itſelf⸗ We muſt be born of water and of 
the _— John iii. $i that is, of the Holy Spirit, 
Whoſe grace is, to the foul, what water is to the body. 
Take not the ſhadow for the ſubſtance. Can baptiſm 
change the heart? Has it changed yours ? Say, poor 
=  Gnner, how is it with you? Conſcience will tell you, 
Old things are not paſſed away; all things are not 
become new.” Do any of you live in drunkenneſs, 
_ _ _ profancneſs, ſabbath- breaking, whoredom, or any other 
min; Or do you live unconceined about yout ſoul, 
- Careleſs about ſalvation, without Chriſt, without pray- 
| - Er? know for certain, that you are yet a ſtranger to 
this great and bleſſed change. And yet, without it, 
the God of truth aſſures you, it is impoſſible for you 
to be ſaved. You muſt be born again. Do not think 
that outward" reformation, or morality, or religious 
pProſeſſions, or religious duties, are ſufficient. All theſe 
are far ſhort of this inward ſpiritual change. mos 1 
= 0s f a ie | ; N 


ing by the word of God.“ | n 
And, as for you, who have experienced this bleſſed 
change, forget not to give the glory to God, and to 
take the comfort of it to yourſelves. Are you born of 
God ? then heaven is yours. The righteouſneſs of 
_ Chriſt is your title to it, but herein is your fitneſs for 
it. Except a man be born 
| kingdom of God: it follows therefore, that if he be 
born again he ſhall ſee it. Thank God for it. You 
are renewed for this very purpoſe, that you ſhould 
God has made you to differ 
rom the maſs of mankind. He has done more for you 
e ee ante” an 


ſhew forth his praiſe. 


1 


ST +4 Ah W205 XS. Fs * 


— 


—_ 


p = » 


muſt bo born again, As ſure. as there is a God in 
heaven you. muſt be born again, or you can never go 


to-heaven. And can you bear the thought of bein 


ſhut out? Put the queſtion to yourſelf, © Can 1 
. dwell with everlaſting burnings ? Can I endure eter- 
nal darkneſs ? Can I bear to be eternally ſeparated from 
the blefled God ? Is my preſent finful, ſenſual life to 


be preferred before eternal joys ?.Is there one text in 


the Bible to gIve me comfort in this ſtate ?”” O that 3; 


you may be ſo deeply convinced of the immediate ne- 


ceſſity of this change, that you may, ere you ſleep this 
night, fall down on your knees before God, and ear- 
neſtly defire him to make you a new creature. He 


can do it in a moment; and he has promiſed his Hol 
Spirit to them that aſk him. Say not, as the fooli 
do, I will not change my religion. Let me aſk you a 


queſtion, Has your religion changed you? If not, it is | 


high time to change it. But do not be deceived by 


appearances, forms, and names. True religion is not 
the buſineſs of the lip or the knee, but of the heart. 


The kingdom of God is not meat and drink,” or 
dutward ceremonies; no; but it is within; it confiſts 
« in righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” 


Be adviſed alſo to read and hear his word, for this 1s 
the inſtrument which God pros wh in effeQing this 


great change. ©. Faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
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again, he cannot ſee the 
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| | than ihe bd made ou kings 
bas made you ſons © 
f God 2nd je joint heirs with Jeſus Chriſt.“ Oſten re. | 


bn for he 
and heirs of lory' ce heirs | 


AHeQ- on your former ftate'; and admire the grace that 
has made the differente. God has given you his Spi- 
rit, and in him, a ſure earneſt of your heavenly inhe- 


/,  Titance. * He that wrought you for the ſelf-ſame - 


_ Thing is God.” O; be concerned to live and walk as 
ee perſans ; fo ſhall you prove the reality of the 
Soar the 9 er e and | 
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17 is 1 chat deren, 3 755 
men have of ion, eve that 
ance is neceſſary 5 ion. But it may E 
that ma L 
pig ance, BE ales ras er though - 
think-itneceflary, ay their repentanceto 2 
future period; and — few die without it, and 
periſh in their fins. It is therefore of great importance 
that we ſhould: know wherein true repentence comſts ; 
aud that we ſhould be urged ourſelves to repent, that 
pee That repentance, then, which is true 
wil ney Sp rn and . needeth not to be repented of, 
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1. Convidion of ſinn. 5 | 


* © 


2a 5 *M, "Contrition for fins e 
8 III. Confeffon of NID Rs X HERA 
| AW. Converſion from an. | 


3 fx, T he firſt thing that belongs to true ee is 
'a convidlion of fin, or a clear fight and feeling ſenſe of 
our {infulneſs ; without this, there is no repentance, - 
no religion; for the goſpel may be juſtly called, the 
religion of a ſinner; none but ſinners can need mer- 
cy or repentance; and Jeſus Chriſt expreſsly declares, 

he came not to call the rightevus,” that is, ſuch as 
ide Phariſees, who? bought themſelves righteous, but 
- finners to repentance,* Now all men are ſinneis; 
not the moſt prophane and openly wicked only, but | 
the moſt moral, religious, and blameleſs people among 
us; for all ove: Abad and come * of * 
eh of Gd. | 


The word repentance Genies 4 * of mind, or 
1 a great change in the mind and d iſpo- | 
on of a perſon, eſpecially about himſelf, as a ſinner. 
For this purpoſe the Holy Spirit opens his eyes to ſee 
4 tie holy law of God, as contained in the Ten Com- 
wmandments. This law requires of every perſon, love 
10 God, pf ed owe 1 to love God 
_ - fapremely, and our nei as ourſelves. It requires 
D conſtant, unſinning obedience, br, lives 
It does not demand only ſincere obedience, do- 
"Sw as well as we can, but doing all, and doing it a 
_——_—— if a man fail only in one point, he is 
made a-finner; the law is broken; the curſe 
- follows ; and if he be not pardoned through the blood _ 
Gin bell nt i portion. | 
a In general, the reponting fnmer n feſt — on 
5 eon of ſome great ando open 2, if he hay . 


6. 


_ 


againſt God all his life; that he has indeed * left aus - 


notwithſtanding the checks of hisconſcience and nan xp 
_ refolutions to the contrary, and notwithſtanding" the 
merciĩes and the judgments which God had ſent tore= I} 
claim bim. Wherever there is this conviction, 
vill be accompanied with contrition. 
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, 
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ted ſuch; as; the woman of Samaria when Chriſt 
charged her with adultery; or as Paul Was, when con- 
vinced of his murderous perſęcution of the ſaints. But 
conviction will not ſtop here; it will trace the 9 8 
of ſin to the fpring, namely, that corrupt nature. We 
brought into the world with us. We ſhall freely con- 
feſs With David, that“ we were born in fin, anden 


iniquity did our mothers conceive us,” Pfalm li. . 


We ſhall acknowledge with Paul, that in us, hat MW, 
in our fleſn, our corrupt nature, “ there is no'good _ 
ming; but that “every imagination of the thougffe 
of our hearts is only evil continually,” Gen. vi. 3. 
The penitent will readily own he has been a rebel! 


done thoſe things which he ought to have done; and 
done thoſe things which he ought not to have done, 


The law of God is ſpiritual; it reaches to the moſt - 
ſecret thoughts, deſires, wiſhes, and purpoſes of the -_ 
mind. It forbids and condemns the fins of the heart, 
as well as thoſe of the lip and the life. A convinced | 
finner is ſenſible of heart; ſins, thouſands and millions 


of them. He fees tlrat his beſt duties and ſervices. a 


mingled with ſin; even his prayers, and all his religi- 
ous exerciſes. He ſees that he has; all his life, lived 
without God in the world, and paid no regard to his 
will and glory; that he has loved himſelf, the world, 


aud the creature, far more than God; and that he has 


been doing all this contrary to light and knowledge 3 > : 


it 
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. 


1 % 
FI « 
* 


— 


II. Contrition, or a genius ſorrow for "fon; and pain 


of heart on account of it. This is that © ſoft heart,“ 
or © heart of fleſh,” which God has promiſed to give 
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is people; inſtead of that © heart of ſtone, with whic, 

1 * | os f „ 
ente born, and which bas no ſpiritual feeling.“ 
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The. ſactißoes of God are a broken ſpirit 5 a bro- 
. © en and cantrite beart, O God, ee deſpiſe,” 
_ + + PAL. Þ. 13. Men deſpiſe broken things, So the Pha- 
me deſpiled the broken-hearted publican in the tem- 

de accounts the forrow and ſhame of a-penitent ſin- 

more valuable than many coſtly facritices of rams 

- - Mad bullocks, A heart that trembles at the word of 
od; a heart breaking, not in deſpair, but in humili - 
eon; a heart breaking with itſelf, and breaking away 
tom fan. 8. Peter, when duly affected with the ſin 
eenzins bis matter, . went out and wept biiterly :” 
aud Magdalene, ſenſible of former iniquities, 


. * 


WS * waſhed her Saviour's feet with her tears. 


There is indeed 4 falfe forrew, which many miſlake 
- forthe true. When a perſon is fick, and fears he ſhall 
dle, it is not uncommon to. hear him ſay ke is ſorry for 
Kn; and if God will ſpare his life, he will amend his 
ie. But too often, ſuck an dne is only forry that 
- Bod is ſo 14 8 the law is ſo ſtrict, and that he is 
in danger of being damtied. for his ſins. He is not 
rie ved that he has offended God, his beſt friend and 
| 2 factor, who has followed him with goodneſs and 
mercy all his life. But the rottenneſs of this repentance 
-* - often appears when the fiek perſon recovers ; when the 
. right is over, he returns to the fame carnab courſe as 
before. The ſorrow is no better tlian that of ſome 
._ . criminals at the gallows; very ſorry they are that theß 
Have forfeited their lives; but they -are not affected 
With the criminality of cheir actions. Felix trembled, 
but did not repent; and Judas was ſorry for what he 
Bauad done, hut not iu a godly manner. And this ſhews 
dow very uncertain, for the moſt. part, is the repent- 
nAance of a dying bed. God forbid we ſhould delay our 
repentance to that ſeaſon! © Huf 


Lo 
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than the prophet aggravated his fin.) -** Againſt thee, 
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Zut the ſorrow of a true penitent is for /n; 25 com- 
mitted againſt a holy and good God. Such was the 
penitence of David, who ſays, Pſalm Ii. 4, © Againſt 
thee, thee only, have I finned, and done this evil in 
thy fight.” It is true, that he had ſinned againſt his 
e againſt Uriah, and Bathſheba, and 
Joab, and all Iſrael : doubtleſs, he lamented this; but 
hat cut him to the heart was, his fin againſt God; 
that God who had raiſed him from the fold to 
the throne ; who had ſaved him from the hand of Saul, 
and given him his maſter's houſe ; and if that had been 
too little, would have given him more; (for thus Na- 


O Lord,” ſaid this broken-hearted penitent, ( againſt 

thee have I finned.” Thus, “the goodneſs of God 

led him to repentance.** - Obſerve, likewiſe, the tone 

of the returning prodigal. «I will arife and go to my 

father, and ſay, Father, I have fined againſt heaven, 

and in thy ſight, and am no more worthy to be call:d> - 

thy ſon. He might have ſaid, Sir, I have ſpent my 

fortune, hurt my health, become a beggar, and am 

ready to ſtarve ; be pleaſed to reheve me. No; his 

heart is affected with his fin and his folly. S0 it is 

with a repenting ſinner. - He conſiders the majeſty of + 

that holy being he has offended ;, the reaſonableneſs of 

his commands, the obligations he has broken through, _ 

and eſpecially the baſe ingratitudeof his conduct. Ihen 

he will feel the force of tlioſe affecting words, Ia. i. 

2, 3, © Hear, O heavens, and give ear; O earth, for 

the Lord hath ſpoken ; I have nouriſhed and brought 

up children, and they have rebelled againſt rae. The 

* knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib z 

2 Lrael doth not know, my people doth not con- 
8 170 | 8 CTY 
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The goodneſs of God to a ſinner, in the way of 

providerice, may well excite this godly ſorrow ; but, 

how much more, the conſideration of redeeming love 
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5 iS: What | did God Ve fo; Jove the world of rebel men 20 
ds ſend them is only begotten. Son!“ And did he. not 
*" fend his Son, © not to condemn the world, but that 


* 


8 5. 1258 And let my orrows. bleed.” 


5 vitent. y nature, we are rather diſpoſed to conceal, 
deny, and excuſe our fins ; to ſay, we are no worſe 
than others; that we could not help committing them; 

_ © andthat we ſee no great harm in them. But 1t is not 

ſo where true repentance is found. We ſhall take the 

advice that Lord,a gave to Achan, My ſon, give 


5 ; Ber to the 


$205 And unbelief the ſpear. 


the world through him might be ſaved.” Olove be · 
yond A 25s macs example, beyond expreſſion | 


Lt the 


nt alſo remember Jeſus; the i innocent, 


be amiable, the benevolent Jeſus; Jeſus, who left his Wl con 


throne of glory, and became a poor and afflicted man, 


Why was be eſpifed and rejected of men? Why a wa 
man of ſorrows and a 
he not a place where to lay his bleſſed head * Why 
did he enduie the contradiction of ſinners? Why was 


ainted with grief? Why had 


de oppreſſed and afflifted ? Why was his- viſage ſo 
marred more than any man, and his form more than 
the ſons of men? 1 know the reaſon, may the weep- 
- Ing penitent ſay, © Surely he bath borne my griefs and 
- carried my ſorrows; he was wounded for my tranſ- 
* and bruiſed for my pigs.” 


22 Toene you, my fins, my cruel fins, | 
His chief tormentors were 
Each of my crimes became a nail, 


5 « *T were you that pull'd the weng 'ance edonn 
5 Ft Upon lus guiltleſs head. 
reak, break, my heart, O, burſt mine eyes, 


UI. aufe Mn of ſin will ee 5 the true pe · 


ord, and make confeſſion to him.“ bi 
ide 


not hid; 1, 0 15 wall confeſs my trauſgi 
Lord, and thou forgavelt the N of * fin” 
Lak xxxIi. 45 8 Wy 


ings, and can cordially 
am vile; I abltor myſelf, and re 
es; Or the words of the publican, God be merciful _ 
to me, a ſinner; or the words of Tags 2 calls 


8 „ 
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hide or deny our fin, i is to diſhogous God: + 88 1 if he did 
not ſee, or would not puniſh it; but to confeſs' our 
ſins, is to honour his holy law, which we have broken; 
to honour his omniſcience, which beheld all ourerimes; . 
to honour his juſtice, which-might take vengeance upon 
them; and to honour his patience, which has forborne 
to ſtrike the fatal blow. And, indeed, a frank and free 
confeſſion, of our fins, is the beſt way of finding ce. 
„While I kept filence, ſays the Pſalmiſt, m 1 
waxed old ec 82 roaring all the day Lens But 
J acknowledge n to thee, mine un have I 
ions to the 


" Secret fins require only e confeſfon to that God 


who ſeeth in ſecret; but ſins that are public and ſcan- 
dalous ought to be more openly acknowledged; that 
we = undo, as far a We cally the evil comunitted. 


The true penitent is s ſincere i in his publie confeſſions. ä 


How many call themſelves * miſerable finners;” de- 
klare that ** the remembrance. of their ſins is grievous, 
and the burden af them intolerable; 


have mercy. upon us; Chriſt have mercy upon us,” 


without the leaſt ſenſe of theevil or burden of iniquity. 
This is abominable hypocriſy, and adding fin to fin.. 
But the renewed ſoul is truly fincere in his confeſſions; - 


he finds the words of ſcripture well adapted to his feel- 
opt thoſe of Job, . Behold I 


pent in duſt and aſh- 


himſelf cc the aut of ſinners.“ . 


We 2 now ofidered Conviction, Contrition, and _ 
Confeſſion, as three eſſential ingredients in true e 


V. Con-. 


aànce; and to d theſe we muſt add one more. 
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V 
IV. Converſn; which is a forſaking fin, and turn- 
ing from it to God. John the Baptiſt, that great 
preacher of repentance, exhorted his hearers to & bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance.“ And thus St. Paul 
. preached both to Jews and Gentiles, * that they ſhould 
- repent and turn to God, and do works meet for re- 
pentance, Acts xxvi. 20. Without this, the moſt 
+ humbling expreſſions and confeſſions, the greateſt 
- alarms of conifiiczce, or floods of tears, will prove in · 
fufficient. Thongh Cain's terror, Judas's conſeſſion, 
Pharoah's promiſes, Ahab's humiliation, Herod's hear- - 
ing John gladly, and doing many things, were all com- 
bind in one man, they would ndt prove him a real pe- 
nitent, while the love of one fin remained unmortiſied 
in the heart, or the practice of it allawed in his life.“ 
True repentance is not content to Jop off the branches, 
but Jays the axe at the root of the tree.” The devil 
my ſuggeſt that a beloved fin is but a little one, and 
* may be fpared; but grace will kuow, that as one ſmall 
leak may fink a ſhip, ſo one indulged fin may damn a 
foul, However Year therefore *luf may be, or how- 
ever hard ta be parted with, it muſt be fotfaken. 80 
dur Lord direfts'; “If thy right eye offend oy 2 tn 
tit out; if thy right hand offend thee, eut it off; that 
is, if thine eye or thine hand chuſe cher ſe offend, or 
- incline thee to fin, turn away thine eye from it, as if 
 - thou hadſt no eye to fee it, or hand t6/praftiſe it; and 
© be e Ef mayor à beloved luſt, as a man who 
bas a mortiſied hand or foot is willing to part with it, 
to preſerve his life. For it is better to enter into 
fe thus maimed, than havmg two eyes or two hands 
to de caſt into hell, where the worm dieth not, and 
tt:the fire is not quenched.” | r 


| , You have a fine inſtance of true repentance in Zac- 
cheus, the converted publican. When Chrift and ſal- 
vation came to his houſe and heart, he, who had pro- 
bably been a great ſinner, ſtands and ſays to the Lord; 
3 TE "+ | 4 : | 5 Behold, f | 


— 


nitent 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the-preſence 


N amen vnn. | xg 


« Behold,” ord, the habf of m cody eivena the 
t; and if I have taken any: from amy mn by 
Re accuſation, I reſtore him four told. Fere was 
not only conſeſſion of fin, hut for ſaking it. He, who 
had been an extoxtioner, becomes not e . honeſt bat 
liberal. He makes refiention z and ſo wi 
penitent. He will undo whathe has dane if by 
Alas, how many evils is it nom to undo! 
dome poor fouls are perhaps in hell, to whoſe deftryc- 
tion oor wickedneſs — — But grace will en- 


able us to do what is poſſible; fin ſhatl not have domi- © 


nion; and we ſhall nom be as earneſt to pleaſe * 5 
ve God, a ue me were d e n 
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11 this be rpeptne 
2 ar us not 


the you point iy 5 ge wo S, 


ye. repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh ;*—nor coe o 


nk or ceaſe to be, (happy would it be for impe- 
OW were that their eaſe) but they ſhall * be. 


of the Lord, and from the giory of his nay 4? Do 
not miſtake. Repentance is univerfally neceſſary, for 
all have ſinned. y If it could be proved, thatwe ne- 
ver committed but onę ſingle fin, repentance would be 


abſolutely neceſſary. One theft, one mmi der, proved 


againſt. a man at a human bar is enough to procure 
his condemnation; ſo. one fin againſt God is enough 


to condemn, us to eternal miſery, But it is not one, it 


is not ten thouſand fins only that we have to Jament:; 
* who can underftand his errors?“ Liften not to the 
father of lies; he promiſed Eve, that eating of the for- 


55 


true mb 


| eceive ouricives. Jeſus 15 
Chriſt, the 8 and true witneſs has Said, «Except 


bidden fruit ſhould do orb rage but the found. 
| ba I * find, eee elde af that firſt ſin. 2 


LS: e 


0 Sey OY Aan ue Win than fol: «Who; I | 
de heareth- the words of this curſe, hall: bleſs himſelf | 
In his heart, ſaying; I ſhall have peace, though 
heart to add drunkenneſs to 


1 

- + thirſt.” 2 
—— 8: e not foare him, but then the anger of 
tie Lord and Ris jealouſy ſhall ſmoke 
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I walk 
ination of 
forbid; 


mark the conſequence,— 


and all the curſes that ar written in this book ſhall le 
upon him, Deut. Aix. 109. Repent or periſt: is the 


2 Jn deciſion of God. He 99 — all men, 
5 ntz” and what can be more rea · 
? The law which we have broken, is holy, 


where to 
| for 
To love him was our moſt rea- 


and juſt, and good. 


2 ſonable ſervice ; and Sould have been for our unſpeak- 


2 Able benefit. Having then broken it, and by ſo doing 
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incurred his-wrath, and expoſed ourſelves to ruin, can 
it de thought unreaſonab te 
5 1 7 ſobmiſlion, and umpire, his Hcy iP 


hai u be 4988 


_ out moment's warning; he has given you time 
and ſpace for nce. His very command is en- 
. couragernent. It implies, that © there is forgivenefs 


with him;“ for pardon of fin and repentance-are inſe - 
2 Se * Chriſt is exalted to give repent- 
ance and remiſſion of fins.” Let the wicked forſake 


his way, and the unrighteous man bis thoughts; and 


let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 


upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly 


don.“ Only do not 8 that repentance de- 
erves or merits pardon. 


_ ſorrow, the heart is 
4 through Jeſus Chrift our Lord. 


goodneſs of God lend thee to 


Let « the Winne. 2 


u. 9 not in the death 25 a ſinnet, but rather 
| | | . © rejoiceth.. | 


againſt that man, 


that we ſhould * 2 


. d to instant peut I 
ane. He wight, have cut. bar gs in your fins, with-., 
a t 


8 ation is all of grace; but 
this is the ates appointed of God; for by penitential 
prepared to receive 3 of 


, a , 
” 4 - wa : 
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„% i» 1 
rejojeeth. in his return. And our Saviour aſſures us, 
that “ there is joy in heaven over one ſinner that re- 
penteth, more than over ninety and nine juſt perſons 


who need 00 repentance. . Ariſe, finner, for he call- 


eth thee. . Does your heart begin to relent ? Are you 
then, and go at once. He will ſee thee afar. off, and | 
run to meet thee; he waits to be gracious, and there 
ſhall be Joy in heaven, and joy on earth, upon tl 
return. | * eg, 34 251 x 5 


Thouſands as vile and baſe as you have found mercy. 

Let not Satan ſay it is too late ; the door is open: nor 
let him ſay it is too ſoon. He may ſay, to-morrow 
will do. God ſays, to-day,** While it is called to-day ;”? 


« This night may thy ſoul be required. of thee.” Be- 
ware of deferring repentance to a dying bed. Will 


you not then have enough to do, to bear with patience - 


thepains and agoniesof diffolving nature? Why ſhould + 

you plant thorns in your dying pillow? Why ſhould 
ou not then have the peace of God and the joy of the 
oly Ghoſt, to ſupport and comfort your heart? Who 
can telt but ſudden death may-be your lot ; if not, ex- 


treme pain, or a difordered head, may prevent the po 


fibility of repentance. And do not imagine that re- 
ntance has any thing in it forbidding. Chriſt has 
fad, « Blefſed are they that mourn, for they thall be 
comforted.” The penitent has more pleaſure in his 
tears, than the worlding in all his . ug, 4 Befides, if 
the door be ſtrait, it opens into boundleſs pleaſures. 
Pleafures not confined to time, but which will laſt to 
all eternity. God now dwells in the contrite heart; 
and ſoo every true penitent dwell with him in 
paradiſe, eG. Eg Cs, Ct 
Let thoſe, who know what true tance is, give 
thanks to him who has graciouſly wed it, Know. 
1. * ; . Ta - 2 my 
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en v that repentance js not the work of a tay, 
bitt of life. + The more you know of your own heart, 
_ andthe more you know of Chriſt, the more need will 
_- you feel of a repenting ſpirit. << Walk humbly with 
thy God; and let the remembrance of forgiven fins 
- keep yoo lowin yourown eyes; having received mer- 
* cy, love-much, for much is forgiven ; and labour daily 
to maintain a conſticnce void of offence 8 God 
WY * n a  % 
WE Bl O, how I hate thoſe laſts of mise, 
3 That crucify'd my God; 
EIS Thoſe fins that pierc'd- and nail'd his feſh 
| 5 - Faſt to the fatal wood! 1 
- "4c Whilſt with 2 melting broker heart 
>; My murder'd Lord 1 view, ©} Ee 
ll raiſe revenge againſt” my fins, 585 
75 * W n 
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N OTWITHSTANDING the various diſtintions *© / 
which ſubſiſt among men, there are but two of | 
any real conſequence in the fight of God; and theſe _ 

are mentioned by St. Paul juſt before our text— _- 
«They that are after rhe fleſh, and mind the things _ } 
of the fleſh ; and they that are after the Spirit, and wWlildʒdz 


L 


do habitually conſult and reliſh, purſue and delight in 
worldly, ſenſual, and finful things; or, on the con- 
trary, thoſe who being born again of the Spirit, ae 
under his guidance and influence; and therefore pur- 
ſue, regard, and love things that are of a ſpiritual and 
: heavenly nature. Every perſon here betongs to one  _. 
of theſe claſſes; and it behoves us ſeriouſly to examine , 
to which of them; fot on this depends our eternal 
all. He who is after the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, 
v. 8, ; but is in a ſtate of death, v. 6.; or, as it is in 
the text, is none of Chriſt's,” that is, not a mem- 
der of his body, not a child in his family, not a.ſubje& 
of his kingdom; and dying in this ſtate, Chriſt will 
 SERM, IX. N T N not 
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xx WORK or THE ul V gent. "mY 
ST = 8 8 1 N 
not own him for his, nor adjudge him to eternal lie! 
At the great day But if, by the grace of God, we have 
dhe Holy Spirit, and live under is gracious influences, 
it ĩs a proof that we belong to Chriſt, and ſhall obtain 
ce.̃ternal glory with him. How neceſſary is it then that 
we ſhould be able to decide with certainty on this 
* gut queſtion, and to know whether we belong to 
3 hriſt or not. That we may be able to do this, let 
us pray to God to aſſiſt us while we. 


I. Confider who the Spirit of Chriſt is. | 

II. Prove that all real Chriſtians have the Spirit of 
-- Chriſt, and ſhew for what purpoſes; and, — 
„ 3S > \ n 7 2 4 * N 


=> 


III. Point out the evidence of our ſtate ariſing from 
14 * — * | | 1 
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I. Let us confider who the Spirit of Chriſt is. 
T' kde whole ſcripture declares that © there is but one 


+... only living and true God; but the ſeripture clearly 
Mews, that in the unity of the Godhead there are three 
whom we call perſons): thus, in 1 John, v. 7, There 
does three that bear record in heaven; the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and theſe three are one.“ 
hey are generally called by the names, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft; which names are not intended to 
leſeribe their manner of ſubfiſtence among theniſelves 
fctor that is a branch of knowledge above our capacity, - 
And lis not revealed); but the manner of their opera- 
dns in thecovenant of grace. To each of theſe divine 
perſons particular attributes and works are aſcribed, 
And each of them is expreſsly called God. The divine 
perſon we now ſpeak of is the Holy Spirit; called in 
the ſame verſe with our text, © the Spirit.of God.” 
Tubat he is propeily called a Perſin appears from the 
perſonal properties and works aſcribed to him, He ; 
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Son; for divine perfections ate aſcribed to him, as 
ElerniiyOmntpreſence or being every Where; and _ 
Omni ſcience, or knowing all things. The Holy Spirit 
zs expreſsly called God. Ananias is ſaid to lie to the . 
rom . Holy Ghoft, Acts v. 3; and in the next verſe,” St. |} 
Peter ſays to him, Thou haſt not lied unto men, 
' but unto God.“ The ſame perſon is intended in 
both verſes, which plainly ſhews that the Holy Ghoſt __ 
i God. This alſo appears from the in againſt the - 
one Wh Holy Ghoſt; if he were not God, would blaſpheming 
bim de x fin, an unpardonable fin? But above all, 
ee i confider the form of baptiſm, Our Lord commands 
= his apoſtles to “ diſciple all nations, baptizing them 
the in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
= the Holy Ghoſt.” So likewiſe in the uſual ferm of 
Dh. benediction: The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
W the love of God, and the fellowſhip. of the Holy 
Na Ghoſt be with you.” In both theſe caſes, the very _- 
WH (fame honours are aſcribed to the Spirit as are given to 
the other divine perſons ; which would be blaſphemy, 5 
if he were not a divine perſon, or truly and properly* _. 
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Heis called in our text the Spirit off Chrifly not 
only becauſe he proceeded from Chriſt, as well as from 
the Father, but becauſe he was promiſed by Chriſt, 
and ſent by Chriſt, He 2 7 the Spirit of Chriſt in rag 


truly and properly God, equal with the Father and te 
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t "theancient prophets; and he now © teſtiſies of Chriſt. 

E 5 takes the things of Chriſt, and ſhews them unto 

Bs ina word, becauſe the whole ſalvation of Chriſt 
applied to the heart by his ſacred-influences, We 
de now, in the fecond place, to | 
II. Nove that all real Chriſtians have the Spirit of 
Chriſt, and to ſhew for what purpoſes they have him. 
So neceſlfary is this to fal vation, that St. Paul declares 
mm our text, that *-if any man have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, he is none of his;“; that is, he is no Chriſtian, 


It is one of the moſt dangerous errors of this day, 
to maintain that the influences of the Spirit are not 
nmno to be expected, and that they were confined to 
the dis of the apoſiles, when they had power to work | 
Miracles. In conſzquence-of this wicked notion, all 
0M po is ſaid of Converſion, Regeneration, and Conſo- 
.. Jations is out of date; and poor ignorant ſouls are 
-. © Jlulled aſleep in carnal ſecurity, contentedly reſting in 
tze form of godlineſs without the power; while they 
ate taught by their blind leaders, to call all true, vital, 


. 


and felt religion, nonſenſe and enthuſiaſm. 
I.luhat any of the clergy of the Church of England Wl v 
'- *thould:thus deny the work of the Spirit, is extremely Wl .« 
-* > abfurd and inconſiſtent, becauſe that church ſtrongly Wh 
main fains the neceſſity of it in many parts of the Com- of 
mon Prayer Book. In the collects you may recollect 

tzeſe petitions: . Grant unto us thy humble ſervants, 

. © * that by thy holy inſpiration we may think thoſe things 
that be good.” In another place, « Send thy Holy 
. Ghoft, and pour into our hearts that moſt excellent nor 
gifts of charity.” In the Communion ſervice the ligh 
Prays, ©.Cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts by the Ml + th; 
+ 1ofpiration. of thy Holy Spirit.“ Obſerve alſo the Wl ye 
E bf er for the King; Repleniſh him with the grace wut 


hy Holy Spirit;“ and for the Royal Family.“ 
5 . Endue 
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&Endue. them with thy Holy Spirit.“ In the XIIlth -- 
Article of the Church, it is affirmed, that“ Works 
done before the grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpiration 
of the Holy Spirit, are not pleafant to God.“ Everx 
elergyman, at his ordination, is aſked: by the Biſuop 
this queſtion Po you truſt that you are moyed by 
the Holy Ghoſt to take upon you this office“ T 
which the miniſter replies, „I truſt ſo.” And in the 
Collect for Whit- Sunday, the Church thus prays— 
God, who, as at this time, didſt teach the hearts f 
thy faithful people, by ſending to them the light of 
thy Holy Spirit; Grant us, by the fame Spirit, to have 
| a. rig hi judęment in all tbinys; and ever more to rejoice 
ay. Ns holy comfort.” Alſo in the Collect for the Sunday: 
wt. after Aſcenſion- day, We beſcech thee, leave us not 
'0 comfortleſs; but /end to us thy Holy  Ghoft to comfort 
'k .“ You ſee, then, my brethren, that the Church of 


all England ſtrongly maintains the continuance of the 
. ee of the Spirir as iccetfary ds all kus Wige, 
15 and: chtiſtians. How then do any affirm; that his in- 

lil fluences have ceaſed 1600 years? But as ourfaith muſt- 


| not reſt on the authority of men, let us fearch tile 
al, | ſcriptures to prove that the work of the Spirit on tie 
heart is abſolutely neceſſary to true godlinefſs. 


* 
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We freely grant, indeed, that the extraordinary gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt were confined: to the firſt ages. 
Who now pretends to the gift of. tongues, or power. - 
of working miracles ? We doe not plead: for infalli- - -* 
bility, or knowledge of future events, or ability to 
know any thing not revealed in the Bible. It is for 
the ſancriſying influences of the Spirit we plead. The 
apoſtles-and firſt chriſtians received from the Spirit 
not only the miraculous powers juſt mentioned, but 
light in their underſtandings, conviction of fin in 
their conſciences, and fafth and love to Chriſt in their 
hearts, "They ** purified their ſouls in obeying the 
truth through the Spe; OY <«.abounded in 90 | 
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8 War Holy Ghoftz” the had 10 joy in the Hoy 
Kt » « the love of God was ſhed abroad in thes f 
3 AD wag by the Holy Ghoſt.” Through the ſame Spirit 
- — mer «. mortiſied * deeds of the body * and cried, 
e Abba, Father.” The Spirit was “ the earneſt of 

x" 5 Beg heaventy eres! and all their holy tem- 
alfections, and actions, are called 5 fruits of the 
= Are not all theſe things as neceſſary to us 26 
5 — 5 were to them ? Corrupt nature is juſt the ſame 
nom as then, and needs the ſame power to change it. 
: 5 Grace is alſo juſt the ſame now as it was then, and is 
derived ſtom the ſame fource. This alone is enough 
. - | . e the nn. of ihe Spirit 3 work. 


Ober de alſo, Sato bleſſed Lord promised tha | 
"bi Spirit ſhould abide and continue with the church, 
juſtead of -hisÞodily preſence. So he ſpeaks, John 
* xiv. 18, „ will pray the Father, and he ſhall give 
vou another 2 that he may abide with you for * 

rer. - Obſerve, be was-promiſed to abide with the. 
reh en not with the apoſtles only, for he 
Was to be“ given to all who ſhould believe; and 
that, not for two or three hundred years, but for ever 1 
All the time of Chriſt's abſence from earth, until be 
_ ſhall come the ſecond time to judgment. But this 

be bs will more fully appear by Ry 2 Purpoſes for 
0 OI hs ren. ts | 


All men are by nature * dead in rreſpaſſes and 
as * dead to God and ſpiritual things; as a corpſe 
i the grave is dead to the affairs of this world. Now 
en is the. Spirit that quickeneth, John vi. 63. Tbe 
word of Chriſt in the goſpel is employed for this end. 
The dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God;“ 

but it is by the SIC» er that the dead ſoul is 
© -quickened to hear it. word is brought home to 
; heart, and is then heard, « not as the word of 
mn, 2 as ĩt it is is in ud, 4 the word of God.” 5 | 
RA | 
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that the word may now be heard wade e mis 

manner! There is but one word in ſcripture fon 
the air which the body breathes, and for that grace 

- which is the breath of our ſpiritual life; and there- 
fore, when our bleſſed Lord breathed upen the apoſiles, _ 

he at the ſame time explained the meaning of what he 

F did by ſaying, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt ; and hence 
it is called inſpiration, or breathing in; for it ü the © 

ious office of the Holy Ghoſt to act upon the 
| al, as breath does on tlie body.. N 


The Spirit of God is called the Spirit of truth. T“ 
No man knows the truth, in a ſaving manner, but by » - 
his teaching. A ſcholar may know the letter of it., 
but no human learning can give its true meaning. St, 

Paul affirms, x Cor. it. 14, The natural man (that 

is, the rational man) receiveth not the things of the _ 

Spirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto him; nei- 

ther can he know them, for they. are -ſpiritually di- 
cerned: and he ſays, verſe 12, We have received © 
the Spirit of God, that we might know the things that 
are freely given to us of God; — that is, we have 
been taught and enlightened by him, that we might © * 
have a true and ſaving knowledge of the great and 
' glorious bleflings of the goſpel; and, indeed, no other 
teaching is ſufficient for the purpoſe. It is well aid - 
in one of the Homilies, Man's human and worldly . - 
wiſdom and-:ſcience is hot needful to the underſtand 
ing of ſcripture, but the revelation of the Holy Ghoſt,” 
uho inſpiceth the true meaning unto them that with 
humility and diligence ſearch therefore.” This is 
great comfort for poor people, who are. apt to ſay, - 
they are no ſcholars, and therefore cannot underſtand © © 
the bible. Pray, my friends, for the Holy Spirit, and 
you will then underſtand: it better than the moſt 
learned man who has not the Spirit.” 
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ee, the Spirit i is given to every deln chriſtian to 
, or canvinet u. We are by nature ig. 
ndrant of God's holy law, and therefore of fin, which 
_ tothe tranſgreſſion of the law. We are © alive with- 
gut the law,“ as St. Paul once was; but when the 
- commandment comes home to the conſcience by the 
wer of the bleſſed Spirit, then we are deeply ſenſi- 
of. our loſt and ruined condition; of the fins of 
our life; fins of omiffion as well as of commiſſion; 

= of the fins of our heart ; and of the ſin of our nature; 
but the Holy Spirit convinces us eſpecially of the 
3 great ſin of valle in rejecting n, and OE 
2 8 his N lalvation. 1 


p02 Þ S 


. n it is by the power. of the Spirit, unt we are 
enabled to believe to the ſaving of the ſoul. If we ſee 
.- the nerd of ſalvation, it is by his grace. If we ſee the 
A of Ialvation, it is by his teaching. If we are made 
ling to be faved in that way, it is by his power. 
- Faith is the giſt ef God. We believe by the opera - 
tion of the Spirit. And indeed it is a great thing to 
| believe. To receive age the whole teſtimony of 
God concerning Jeſus Chriſt. In the view of our fin 


- and miſery, children of wrath, to believe that Chriſt t 
een and will fave us. With a heavy burden of guilt 4 
on the conſcience, to caſt that burden on the Lord, RFC 

oa fo find reſt to our fouls, To renounce our own- 2 
works and metits, and truſt alone to the Ae beouſnelt Ti 

_ of Chriſt. T his is a great work; a work that none * 
n Perform bur by the” 10 e faith. N 4 
The Spirit of Chriſt is/alfo called . the Spi irit of loy 
"enncls ;” for he is the author of that Wiest, 128 

- without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord.“ Believers | 7 
gare choſen to ſalvation through ſanctification ot , ; 
the Spirit, and belief of the truth.“ Regeneration is bs 
-- the beginning of a new and ſpiritual life. Sanctifica- * 
tion is a work of the run in preſerving and increaſ. Wy ae 


; 1 ing | 


wickedneis of many, that name is 8 
reproach, let all men know, that if we are not faints | 


| Rom, vii, 28, .to © help 
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we cannot be ſayed. 


Another pur oſe for which believers have the Spi- * 


rit, is to aſſiſt them in all religious duties. Without 


me, ſaid Chriſt, ye can do nothing:“ and St. Paul- 
ſays, „We are not ſufficient of ourſelves, to think 


ecome a term of 


© i 
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ing that life. All true chriflians are feints, as you. "EY 
may ſee in ſeveral bf the Epiſtles, which were written 
to the ſaints : and thor,h hers the folly and* 


any thing as of ourſelves ; but our ſufficiency is -of _ 


God; that is, we have it by actual ſupplies of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Chriſt is preſent, by his Spirit, © where» 
ever two or three are gathered together in his name;“ 


and if they get a bleſſing under the word preached, or 


from the influence of the Holy Ghoſt, He is ſaid, 


= 


loging in the Spirit. 


£ 


* The Holy Ghoſt is alſo given to believers as 2 


Comforter. Under this pleating name, Jefus Chriſt 
promiſed to ſend him to his. ſarrowful diſciples, and 


{aid he ſhould always abide in the Church as à Com- 


forter. Bleſſed be God; there is comfort in religion. 
The ways of God are pleaſantneſs and peace, and 


none will deny it but thoſe who never tried them. 
| True happineſs is found only in the way of faith, 


love, and obedierce.. I be knowledge af fin forgiven ; 
peace of conſcience through the blood of Chrift; a 


good hope through grace; victory over the fear 


of death: - are not theſe comfortable and bleſſed 


things? What can the world, or fin, propoſe of 
equal value? Well, all theſe are from the gracious - 
and powerful influences of the Spirit; and this leads 


Ul. The | 


us to.the laſt thing propoſed. 


- i 
. 


| our infirmities in prayer; 
d we read alſo of praying in the Spirit, and of ; 


in Gnging plalms or hymns, or ia prayer, it is entirely 5 


& 20 8 0 85 Aux von ar ru ou er. 95 


II. T be evidence of our Fate, as It-arifes from 
_ having or not having the Spirit. Our text ſays, that 
. any man have not the - pirit of Chriſt, he is none 
of his, conſequently is in a dreadful condition; and 
1 ſo, muſt periſh for ever without remedy. But 
= te words imply a glorious truth, namely, that ſome | 
perſons do belong to Chriſt. Ves, they are his dear 
. by the he gil of the Father, by the purcliaſe of 
is the power of his Spirit, Pen 
ee iced ves up to him. 


4 
Se 


Having the Spirit, in the manger and-for the pur- 
es we have heard, is the grand proof of being in 2 
| te of ſalvation. This is called the Seed, 2 Cor. i. 
* 213 Eph. i. 13, iv. 30. Valuable things are ſealed, 
2 for __ ay of them, and to denote whoſe property 
"ig Thus are delievers ſealed, God has given 
: owt bis Spirit, be dwells in their fouls ; he quickens 
tdemz he enlightens them; he convinces ; them of ſin; 
de enables them to believe in Chriſt; he ſanctifies 
tem; he helps them to pray; he comforts their 
© hearts. This is God's feal. It cannot be counterfeited. 
*- Fhere is no condemnation to them which are in 
- > Chriſt Jeſus,” and who prove they are in him by 
walking after the Spirit. To be ſpiritually minded 
- Is life and peace. + As many as are led by the Spirit 
3 A God, they are the ſons of God.” Whoever has 
the Spirit has the ſure earne/? of heaven, 2 Cor. i. 22, 
2 © Ephel. i. 24; he becomes “ a joint heir with Jeſus 
- Chrit; he has the 75 t fruits of the Spirit ;” and 
both out and body thall * be made bappy for 
erer in the eternal world. 


2 APPLICATION. | 

And now, - has immortals, what do you. think of * 
theſe things? Seeing that having the Spirit of God 
| determines our ſtate, how is it with you? Have you 
the Spirit? It ma 1 be known, It ought to be known; 
for our all depends 
have the Spirit. Hell will be ours if we die without 
him. Recolle& a moment what has been ſaid, and 

y with David, & Search me, O Lord, and try my 
Fea rt.” Lou have heard for what purpoſes every be- 


liever receives the Spirit. He quickens the dead ſoul. 
Has he quickened you? Are you alive to God, or are 


you alive to fin and the world? He enlightens the \ 


mind and the truth. Do you know, diſtinguiſh; and 
love the truth of the golval, or do you deſpiſe and hate 
it? He convinces ot fin. Are you convinced and 
humbled for your iniquity ? or do you make light of 
- it—perhaps boaſt of it? He is the author of faith. 
Do you believe in Jeſus, or do you neglect his ſalva- 
ion! ? He ſanQifies the ſoul. - Is your ſoul ſanctified 
b his grace, or are you wallowing in the filth of ſin? 
e helps the true chriſtian to pray. Do you know any - 
thing of his gracious help m prayer, or do you hve 


without prayer, or, which is nearly as bad, content 


' yourſelf with a lifeleſs form of bare words without the 
heart? The Spirit of God is a Comforter. Is your. 


comfort or pleaſure derived from him, ot from the va- 


nities and vices of the world? May the Lord enable 


you to give a ſerious and honeſt anſwer to theſe en- 


quiries If, as it may be feared, ſome of you are with- 
out the Spirit, whats is your caſe? You belong not to 


Chriſt; you are none of his. Tremble at the dread- 


ful thought. 3 * muſt; and you muſt come to 


judgment too. er ſee him on the awful | 


throne, O how = 1 wi 
4 


ae to OY to him, 125 
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upon it, Heaven is ours if we | 


%. 


F «8 


x: 


— 


— 


— 


i 1 = A5 * ? 5 4% 
2 - — % bh | 
"« | | = 3 6 
% = % J k * 2 4 , 3 - 
_— * 2 Y — - 4 * * * 3 4 dy Fes I 
„ 11 * THE WORK or THE HOLY SPIRIT. 5 
83 3 , [4 A . | * . = | , - : . , | 14 Þ | 
do be owned by him. O then, be perſuaded this mo- F- 
n 


ment, to lift up your heart to God, and ſay, Merciful 
Bod, give me thy Holy Spirit! He has promiſed to 
-{ give him ta thoſe who aſk. This bleſſed gift may yet 
de yours, and ſhall, if you ſincerely deſire it. © Aſk 
= = then, and you-ſhall receive; ſeek and you ſhall find; 


knock and the door ſhall be opened.” God Almighty, <5 
In compaſion to your-ſouls, enable you to do th. - 
And as to the who have obtained this greateſt of 
bdbleſſings, who have the Holy Spirit, what more can he be: 
„id to you? Surve the wonderous gift with grateful wth 
acknowledgment. What has God wrought! Deny Ges 


not, from talſe humility, the heavenly benefit. Have 


pan experienced thoſe ſacred effects of the Spirit, 


* which have been ſo frequently mentioned? Here then 


4 


is the broad ſeal of the Majeſty of heaven, ſecuring 
5 your relation to Chriſt, and your title to manſions. 
-. of glory. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; and having 
received the Spirit, take care to © walk in the Spirit; 
be careful not to * grieve the Spirit“ and be con- 
cerned to bring forth © the fruits of the Spirit,” 
”,. which are by Jeſus Chriſt, to the praiſe td glory of 
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judge us, 1 
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words of he prophet ate 
undone 3 beca 19 
dwell in, the midſt of N 
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off the Lo intimacy that before ſubſiſted. As there 
can be no communion between light and darkneſs, ſo 
there can be no communion between a holy God and 
an unboly ſinner. And this is the reaſon of what i; 
_affirmed in our text, that without holineſs no man 
hall ſee the Lord.“ To © ſee the Lord,” is a deſcrip« 
tion of the 3 ineſs of heaven, where all his divine 


pertections will be PD la * the admiration and de- 
light of all t t 


dannot ſee him with- 
— os holineſs. Now 1 who made man holy at firſt, 
has graciouſly contrived to make him holy again. Thi 
s a chief part of his. great falvation ; for, by the blood 
of Chriſt, the guilt of fin js. 1 away from believ- 
ers; and, by the Spirit of Chrift; they Are born again, 
EE and made new creatures; that i is, they are made holy, 
and fo made meet for heuven, WIE ſeeing God. 
CD The pure in heart ſhall ſee God.“ 


2 7. 12 ; Loft x © 0 
wy, at this te Wer 
& 48 nb olineſs is. Arctrolc 3 2 2 


y of hothneſs; . N "_ | 


| * che N hi Wi 
e image of God reſtored f in the 
10 Witch Noe 80 Hohne is 105 FP urity of 


NES inclifiations;' e, hich | 
tron and expteſſion of of the: 1 bee idage. , 


We OY bitte is” very dne Föntrary of 
LE cha er. defilernent fin has roduced in the foul of 
The are to things £1 Kh the guilt of it, and 

. ths filmi of it. © By ite 6f- ir” we are liable 
tj eter fat pan me; By the pH BEE, fit, we are 
| Au unfit to ſerve'sr 5 God. Guilt makes us 
Arad. DeFfetvent mat us aſhamed. by s Adam 
*h both guilt and fear 1 his firſt Sy. ow, in 


the 


\ 
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. Kat 
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the dune of Jabs Cit, God has provided for 
taking both theſe away-from us. The guilt of ſin is 
wholly removed ftom thoſe wha believe by the blood 
af Chriſt, which made atonement fot. it.\ The filth of 
in is removed, by the grace ON e in al 
thoſe whoa born * ä 


The purity we-ſpeal of is os 8 ofthe heart, 31 
or nature. It is not enough that the outward actions 
are not impure ; there can be no true halineſs till the, + 
—. is purified, - Now many peaple gverlook this on- 
tirely. They think it enough if they are good livers,” 
as they call it, or do gaod works. This was the fatal 
miſtake. of the Phariſees, ſo ſeverely. cxpoled by our 
bleſſed Lord. They were very pat ticulat abont meats: | 
and drinks, and. waſhing every thing, to prevent de- 
filement ; but be charges them with waſhing the out- 
ide only, and taking no care of the heart; they drew 
nigh to God with the mouth, but their heart was far 
from him. Their inward part was very wickedrieſs ; 
they were like white-waſhed. tombs, beautiful wit - 
aut, but full of dead men's bones, and of all unclean- 
neſs. Our Lord therefore infiſted upon the neceſſity, 
of. being born again; or being partaker of 2 new and 
divine nature. Believers are , botn from above”? 
horn of God; and as every child partakes af the 
ſame nature with his father, ſo do the —— ſoul; - | 
of God; they 4 put off, concerning the former con- 
the old man, which is corrupt according to 
the deceitful lufts ; they are ronewed in the ſpirit of 
their winds, and put on the new: man, wich, after 
God, 38 created: in eee ee woe  bolineſs.” "= 
"Oe ee er en biöu 2 | Fe 
"i Al IG * } 4 "33" 

The heat be daneben Deacon, 
he new diſpoſitions and inelinations. Every nature 
has its proper deſires and inclinations: Thoſe of the 
Obriftinn: are holy, a in e the will of 1 0 
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_ ef this fort? And what muſt we think of 
= who 
ple? Surely theſe are ſtill lions and wolves, and can- 


eee from EIS” tacir Road? It | 


et Iſaiah, In che 211 2 


ſented by the 
dwell with the lab; and the 


non, and the cow, und the. bear ſhall lie 
ther; that is, wicked men, how- 
ſo altered by the efficacy of the 
of Chriſt, that become 
and loving, even 10 the weakeſt 
hren, have yo any change 
ecutors, 
rious peo- 


goſpel and — 
meek, and 
chriſtians. 


; who hate and hurt 


deſpiſe religion 


not be eſteemed the ſheep of Chriſt. - e 
des what it is do be born again]. 5 DIG 


Leim now confer briefly, bat are the prevail 
Fo ny SE vey perſons... ', 


Tizhad 12 


are under the habitual influence. of the fare 


Gn the eur'of x hve; bor the fear of 2 child, 


- FS put his fear into their hearts; ſo that; inſtead 
= him, and contrary to him, as once 
are in the fear of God all the 5 | 
"that bi eye is upon them they 
83 — them, and their deſire is, to-pleaſe and 
et hd Co Rn ĩ⁊ ran rraEeR Ry 


- Again They are bumble. Humility'is the root of | 
, and the only ſoil in which they will 


Soy, know — know the plague 
of their own. hearts; they ate conſciaus of inn umer- 
© able fins to which the . are ſt The re · 
_ membrance of fins committed in their carnal ſtate. 
covers them with ſname and the ſenſe of much re- 
corruption keeps them low in their own 
eyes ; ſo that they not only lie in the duſt before God, 
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differ from the worſt oF makin; they Eckeide | 
2 nA cb vo differ 1 Hutz being 

3 they toccive the kingdofn. of heavetſ as Rttie 
3 conſtantiy dependent on 1 
wiſdom, ach, er r Father, | 
A Oo 4 R 
Onoemort,; iritual and” Beth 
minded: fbi to — — — is death; but © 

to be ſpiritually minded, is life and peace. Faith has 
led them to rd future and eternal things, far ahoye 
time: for, that faith, By Which they 


'nownlive, is the fubſtance of things H5ped-for, and! 


tha euidemon of things not ſeen?” u That which Wa 
born ofthe Spirit is ſpirit” Theif minds àre diſp oſec 


eren eee carnul things. Whewengiged? in 


fpiribunbdutios they ate ithefr eſement and, at times, 
car look do becomitg indifferthte'or alf the” 
trillts of time: Fheid *!ediverfatiort'is in Bea ven.“ 
By:the/ orols bf Choi World is crucified to 
mem; that is, Are are no more delighted with the 
world, thaw — wirkt the rotten gat - 
caſe of a male ebony Apron 4 ae crucified 
to the world — therk wiel! no 
s ey chan the o 7 


e We of nſec} pay a 


Tr Th. with ys „ Wl MN & >a. 25 
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But, above all, Tove is the grand prevailing diſpofi=® 


| tion of holy perſons. Without << iN. all 8 


and profeſſions are vain.” God fays fo ; 
Eo, heat, and fare ape e * 1 


. kenny por each and lt in 8 
1 Fon cher ho al by x yS):n5 17 
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hape through grace tliat God for Ch raſt's lake bas 7. 


doned their ſins, accepted their perſons, and that 
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trained to depart from iniquity, which: they know he | 
- hates, and to 3 in -which they know he 
loves. Hence his people, his werd: his day, his cauſe, 
decome their delight; and, to glorify. him, is We new. 

end of their being. This leads us further to obſerve, 

that the #f:oxs of ſuch perſons muſt netda be hol alſo, 
__ being renewed; and' their diſpoſitious 
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belled againſt-God, all their Hyes. But a holy man 


has a ſteady regard to Key oe How an pln 
God, in all big'ways.” 
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Nor will our 3 be Seen Religion does 

not conſiſt entirely in praying and worſhipping God; 

| — man brings religion into ll-his concerns; 20 

5 to that ancient jam rr Zech. xiv. a0 in f 
chere mall de upon the bells ef che horſes, | 
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and this ĩs the beſt a Parr aro ts hr tre 
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5 an pel;'and make their neighbours like it. Fey 
very belkever becomes pratticeſpreactiet, hold.” 
— — of life: Our tight muſt ſhine 

meld & and then (they, ſeeing our good works, - 


will glorify-our Father which is in heaven.“ This ie 
eee e bl 


8 u. To ; the # of : our tert de. 15 
eee And 
ſurely-it muſt he evident, in a moment, to every con- 
duelle perſon for it is a part of our falvation ; and 
to talk of being ſaved without holineſs, is as abſurd as 
1 Jefus Chriſt 
8 or to be parton, 
' or to 3 
is but half d rome Jefus Chriſt 2 
by his d e eee wo fo from at ay, Es and to 


| * 


s. 


1 


E 4. | 
2 e Bs bereitete 
; Chriſt ot, will nos be div 


_ —— — 3 
—— N t none therefore dream of ſalvation while the 


love and Fes ſin is e e continued. 
Fe: ho nh 10 NN +7: 1+ 3 2 q 
7 What is the Ja Ger heme the nee of 5 

. F 
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1 ſoberly zigliteauily, 
Lee . base 
ee. * A CELTS wo God &2:iL, 1 et 's 
eve of . proves n , 
_ of;holmel e ſtom all eternity thoſe — 
wem Willi „Ves but ſor what urs. 
- J_- $$. That-they ſhould behely Eh. i. 4. | 
them to eternal li and forthe 
E. ** that they thpuld be canſormed to the image os 
- his Sans? Rom. wy!29c- And:iaccariinglys ſuch per 


ſions are exhorted by St. Paul, Col. iii. 12, to en ba, no 
. of S bowels of mer- it, 

es Jindagls, W r 
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ot low ; WS or. VERS or rn a 
ed or diſeſtec of. — N man; Whatever his 
knowledge or religion may be, or however high his 
pro 
creed; of his works, or his prayers —all, all is in vain 
pithout holineſs. Let no man then deceive himſelf 
with vain words, the God of heaven has decreed 
— 8 oy man cape e 
eh it is e e ee | 
bes hell to the wicked. The natural man wellknowt 
and muſt confeſs, he has no-reliſh for any thing hea» 
| 2 His pleaſures are ſenſual and worldly. His 
delight 3 is in b 
of ty earth are his choſen co ions. He hates and 
perſecutes the godly ; deſpiſes them becauſe are 
- laintsz perhaps diſturbs their and — i 
their perſons. Prayer aud praiſe, reading | 
the —— of God, are dull and mel things. 
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holy ſoul go to heaven ? It is i ble in the nature 
of things, and doubly impoffible by ihe decree of God. 
Much more might be ſaid to ſhew the neceſſity of ho- 
lineſs ; but ſurely enough has been ſaid to ſatisfy every 
reaſonable. perſon. May we. not hope that ſome are 
now ſaying, Yes, it is i enough. God has ſaid 
it, and I believe it. 1 believe it for oy; and I am 
now to enquire, How may I, who am an unholy 


creature nature. ind by pradlice,. become holy? 
We ſhall glad] (6 ly.anfwer fo necellar en 0 
ths es laſt ing propoſed, any, 
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Ul. — whereby: we my become holy" 5 25 


| And herviit is peoefſurp 6e obſerve;! that no . Sf 
ing natural ſtate can arriveat eve benannt own. 
TIT 1-712 s £ 5 ene RAY 


SOLE oh 
= * 
© 4 


feſkon'; whether he boaſt of his virtue, or his 


Ly; and vanity, and ſin. The 1 


The ſabbath itſelf is a burden. How then can an un- 


ob 
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: power or excntions. „ That which/is barn af the 
fleſhy is fen; nothing mere, hothing better, nor 

ceever Mill be. Till we are bore again till we be. 
E lieve in Chrift ; till we ure united to him, we can ne- 


ver be holy in tho leaſtdegrer- Fhe ſhadow and re. 
may be, in motality and 


ſiemblanee of holinbſs there 
VvVirtne; but all the true holmeis'that ever was in the 
5 9 will be in it, is as much from Chriſt s 
All the light we have is from the ſun: In vain therefore 
Jo poor ignorant fouls labour for very vanity in faſt- 
W ing praying. penances, &c. Sc. while they forget 
Cbriſt. + Equally: wrong is their notion who think 
they muſt be. e Chriſt for pardon, but to 
their on good endeavours for holineſs; 8 
- ofthe true Chriſtian is, * Surely in che W 
dae W A K ae 
S ess 
Khan therefaie; my finds; that ar the fin of out 
vas derived to e the firſt man, ſo 
all the halineſa of our new nature. mult be derived to 
nua ſrom ſeſu Chriſtꝭ the ſecond; Adam; that as we 
bare börne the image of the earthy, we may alſo beat 
the image of the heavenly.” Nom, bleſſed be God, 
there is a'fulineſs of grace in Chriſt tor his whoke 
_ church; of which church are we, it enabled by faith 
_ torreceie yn ane eb I erg 
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grace which God tias — the 
. ming holy. have à very 
wrong ngption of faith, who think it an of holi - 
neſs, or good works. If we look into the Scriptute we 
_ ſhall 6nd, that the hearts of the vileſt heathens were 
40 purified faith in Chriſt,“ Acts xv. o; and fanc- | 
ti ſied by faith, Acts xxvi. 18. The faith that brings 

me convinced finner to Chriſt for ſalvativn, receives 
from him, as it were, pardon with one hand, and holi- 
nels * the other; * "OR: equally the e 
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of every new. born ſoul. 


rye, „ likewiſe, that the * of tbr geſdel, 
0 IT 10 God's 2 a == 0 
z peace of conſcience; joy in Ghoſt 

3 5 ane wondecul tendency t 
— hk 


N diligently: ap | 
Bike ibles; frequenti Nn F hw 
cially abound in prager. Theſe are propetly called 
Mons Fete, and though they have uo power in 
themſelves. to make us holy. yet are they appointed of 
God for our uſe ; he has gracioufly,promiſed to bleſs 
them ; and, in the diligent 12 of them, every grace 
of the Spirit is exereiſod, and by exettiſe-increafed. 
Thus a ſenſe of the evil of ſin, and of the beauty of 


holineſs is kept wp;; and thus , are odr ſoulss 
led gut oß Themſelves, in dirett acts of faith, tom Jeſus, 

and fo enabled ror ſpplics of N ome 
Mons OE. 
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1 "APPLICATION. | 


Ang i is this REN 1 O, my friends ae it, to 
de ſeund! O how little is it to Fg ſeen in our wordt 
Vet this is indeed that image of God in which every 
true Chriſtian is renewed, and without which a perſon 

Is  yetin his fins, and dying ſo, muſt periſh for ever. 


And does not this alarm the careleſs guder who 
daily indulges the love and practice of fin ? Say, dying 
fellow-creature, i is not thy heart as 2 7 from this holi- 
neſs as the eaſt is from an ? You know it is. And 
TAR muſt be the conſequence? Doſt thou not believe 
the God of truth, that this unhvlineſs muſt ſhut you 
out of heaven? Has it e * that ſuch 
as 


— — e I ICT Your own hear | 
n 3 
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{ve not willing matters ſhould re. 
min thus Does a defire ariſe 85 b 
I were holy? Well, bleſſed be- God for ſuch 
Know, my friends; that all are alike by nature. If any 
 . here are ä ſovereigu grace made them fo. | 
28 28 cry, What muſt 1 do? We anſwer, 
niet 


Chrift Br the on of your fins; and 
— — rg 


Vou muſt not firſt 
ſtrive to- mnake 


better, and then think you 
may come to him with better hope of ſalvation; bot 


come'now; come juft ar you ws Fond of fr 
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Nax eil. « Without him y de nating 
- but his is ſufficient” tor all things. In the 
_ Exerciſe — 2 faith, and in che diligent uſe of all 
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Jus is 053 of Phitip, Ting of Macedon, that he 
ordered one of his pages to come every morning to 
his chamber door; and cry aloud 4 Philip, remember 
thou art mortal ” How much the conduct of this hes 
then prince ſhames numbers of people called Chriſtians? 
who, .inflead-of their mortality in mind, do all 
in their power to forget it. This diſcourſe ; is intended 
to call your ſerious attention to what ſo much ns 
vou. Like Moſes therefore we ſay, O that you were 
viſe, that you under ſtood this, that yon would i | 
your latter end !” May you be led to pray, S0 teach 
us to number * that we aiay apply nh. 
unto wiſdom,” | 


Our firſt bufineſs': at this time i with DEATH. 
There is ſomething ſolemn in the very name? but, O, 
who can tell what death is ? None of our relations or 
neighbours return from the * to inform us z we 

Tank Xl, IE} L | muſt 


„ DEATH, av: — 
IT muß learn its nature, lu ante; and its uence | 
+ from. the faithful word. of God, We may. indeed ſee 


| agar, it in our dying friends. We may ſce the 


8 -. ity progreſs of ſome fatal diſeaſe. The pains, the 
= "Fr. the agonies of the-dying, we have obſerved, 


have ſeen many a man cut down in the midſt of 
lite: hearty, ſtro _ Wr one week; the next, 
a pale, cold, lifeleſs yigg in his coffin, and car- 
ried to the e thers we have ſeen or heard 
ol, cut off without a momemt's warnin perfectly well 
one moment, the next in eternity. LE true 1s the 
Scri ipture. & All fleſh is graſs, and the goodlineſs 
"thereof as the flower of the field; in the morning it 
. in the os it is cut down and withered” 
Hor frail i is mam At i beſt eſtate he is altogether 
e He is cruſhed ſooner than the moth. 


what awful ait does Fee make l Ir removes 

| 53 us at once from our neareſt relations and deareſt friends. 
Me ſhut our eyes to all the world; „we ſhall ſee man 
no bre in the land of the e Death puts a ſug- 
| den period to all our projects, good or bad; « in, that 
very day our thoughts periſh,” 23 deprives the great of 
Al their pomp and power; and the rich af all their poſ- 
ſemions, for man (  bringeth notbing with him into this 
eee eee ae. > 


Death 5 js e Other * * te partiel; But all 

2 men die ; far what man is be that liveth; and ſhall not 

8 4 death ? Death has reigned in all ages; and though 

In early times, ſome men lived many hundred years, yet 

they all died at laſt. Death reigns in all countries: a 

_ certainly as the tide ebbs and flows, ſo © one generation 

: paſſeth away and another cometh.” This is c the way 

of all fleſh,” „ The grave is the houſe appointed for all 

 Hving.” | «© Thexe i is no de Gſharge i ig this wax,” „ Me 
muſt needs die. i 28 
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Deitk is. In 11 in awful! - via fear of death; the - . 
1 of death; the gbaltly appearance of the dead _ © 


the ſad change that takes place in the body, 3 
tenders it offen de: and Gbliges us to-bury it ont f Ou, 
grave, the crawl- _ 


fght . the dofffn, the fAroud,; the cold 
ing worms, the fordid duſti—all theſe are terrible things 


to nature. Bat what makes death a-thpuſand times . 
more terrible N, that it is the ect of God's anger. Had - 
there been no Un, there had been no deathl. Gods, t * 


keep Adam from un, threatened him with death; 


Satan; the father of lies, ſaick he ſhould not die- He 


ventured” on the forbidden fruit, and, fo by his ſing 


« death came into the world and hath paſſed upon all” ; 


his children in every ſucceeding age. Death, then, „ i 


« the wages of ſin;ꝰ and carries with it the moſt awful 
marks of God's anger, This is juſtly called by St. Paul 
the /ling of death: „ the ſting of death is fin. 1 It is the 
conſciouſneſs of guilt, and the juſt dread of future miſery 

which makes death ſo very dreadful, Poor thou bfleſ - 


mortals, neglecting to regard the glorious goſpel of 


Jeſus Chriſt, which brings a ſovereign remedy, an an- 


tote to death; .are-unwilling to think of it: they put 

off as much as poflible the evil day: but did they know. 

the love of Chriſt in dying to diſarm death of its ſting - 
did they*confider, that, by faith in Jeſus, all the da 

of death may be avoided, they would ſit down and Reo 

death in the face; and wiſely conſider, how they may 


avoid, - 


For let i it be remembered, that the Aach FY FRY OY 
us, here preſent, is abſolutely certain. Our text ſays, 
© it is appointed : it is the firm deeree of God, which 


law which no finner can trauſgreſs; other laws of God 
are trampled under feet, but this mu be obeyed. We 


meet, with 11 2 7 and N want” they ce can never 8 


Cannot be reverfed. It is the unalterable law of God, a 


know not . nor do We ſhall die: but we are ſure | 
L 2. | that 
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„ that we 0 dhe. Whether we are high or low ; fich 
% > er poor; male or female; young or old; „ it is ap. 
Poeinted for us once to die.“ Poſſibly, when death 

- comes, We may be very unfit to die; very unwilling to. 
die; but death wilt not delay on that account: ready 
or unready, when the hour comes we muſt ſubmit. It 
dis faid of the wicked he is driven away in his wick- 

. © edneſs”— ſuddenly perhaps ; at leaſt wnexpedtedly. It 
_ © was hen the rich- fool“ talked of many years to 
_ cbme, that God faid to him, t this night ſhall thy ſoul 
de required of thee ;” often vielen dragged to the 


ve like a malefactor to the gallows. O what would 


TS fo * and rich ſinners have given for a few weeks, 


hours of life, if money could have bought 


Then but death will not be bribed : go the ſinner muſt, 

& although the phyſicians help, friends groan, the wiſe 
and children Weep, and the man himſelf uſe his utmoſt 
- endeavours to retain the ſpirit; his ſoul is required of 


1 he. muſt, "we 805 where he * never 
e 


Hlere let us ſtop a ments and apply to ourſelves 
3 whit has already been fad. 


75 7 ſoort Then why ſhould we waſte it? 

Why ſhould we make it ſhorter by our fin and folly? 
Ho much of our precious time is entirely loſt! What 
mall we think of ſports and paſtimes, cards, and plays, 


1 


and dancing, which are expreſsly intended to bill time? 


To time! Shocking expreſſions to the ears of a 


Chriſtian! O had you heard what ſome dying finners 


have ſaid of dure time, when time with them 
was nearly over, you would dread the thought of killing 


time; rather would you ſtndy how to © redeem time,” 


and obey the direction of the wiſe, man, Eccl, ix. 10. | 


t Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy 
_ might; for en no e nor enn nor knowledge, 


nor 
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appointed for your ſpiritual improvement. 


of this day is one of the greateſt ſources of ſin and in- 


fidelity; and the recollection of the neglect of it, is often 


nor wiſdom in che grave whither thou goeſt.“ Particu- | 

latly be careful to improve holy time, I mean the 

Lord's day: e eee eee a". 1 5 
he abuſe 


dreadfully painful to dying people. Be exhorted then, 


diligently: regard the means of grace on this day, and 


improve every ſabbath as the moſt precious portion of 
$422 ' A 1 ; * CR : rn 


A ſhort life. 


Tr -death rertain ? Will it ſurely come, and you know” 
not how ſoon? Then let it be your firſt buſineſs to pre- 
pare for it 7 This is our Lord's advice - © Be ye alſo 
ready, for ye know not when the Son of Man cometh.“ 
It is appointed unto men once to die, once only; now | 
that which can be done but once, ſhould be well done; 
eſpecially as our eternal all depends upon it. As the 
tree falls ſo it lies 3 as death leaves us, judgment finds 
us; if an error happens here, it can never be remedied; 
Surely then it is the higheſt wiſdom of man to prepare 


for this great change. Do you aſk what it is to be pre- 


pared ? 1 anſwer, it is to have your fins pardoned, and 


your ſoul ſanGtified ; for „SIN is the ſting of death; if 


your ſins are pardoned you need not fear to-die ; and if 
your ſoul ĩs ſanctiſied by grace, death will be your gain. 
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This then is your great concern, your immediate bu- 


ſineſs. Fly, inſtantly fly, to the Saviour's arms. He 
died that we might live. His blood cleanſeth from all 
ſin. He will waſh every ſoul from fin who applies to 


him for that purpoſe; and, at the ſame time, beſtow his 


Holy Spirit to ſanctify the ſoul, and make it meet for 
the inheritance of the ſaints in light. Happy for thoſe 
who are in this bleſſed ſtate; they may ſay, „Whether 
- we live, we live unto the Lord; or whether we die, we 8 
die unto the Lord; ſo that living and dying we are the 
Lord's? God grant this may be the happy condition 


Let. 


of us all. ; 
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part of this grea 


Ter us now proceed to the 


at 
le, namely, ETERNAL JUDGMENT: „ 6e After 4 
" ge the — 8 


Immediately after dub, it is 83 the ſoul, ſe 
e from the body, appears before God; and by a : 
2 particular, and perſonal judgment, receives the 
_ ſentence of eternal life, or eternal death. The Scripture 
© abupdantly ſhews; that the foul ſubſiſts in a — ſtate 
from the body. Our Lord promiſed the dying thief that 
He ſhould be with him, on the very day of his death, in 


8 | paradiſe and St. Paul longed to be abſent from the 


y. and prefent with the Lord;“ accounting it far 


— better than the 8 wa ſtate of Ny or — 


_ Tn e cen. 8 


But do necounts we FO in e Scripture of the 
ent, refer to the great day, when the dead ſhall 
be raiſed from their graves, when ſmall and great ſhall 


and before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, The glory | 


and grandeur of this day will be far beyond the power 


df language to expreſs. „The trumpet ſhall ſound, 
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and the dead ſhall be raiſed.” „ The Lord Jeſus ſhall 
be revealed from heaven in flaming Gre, with his 

mighty angels.” The Son of Man hal come in his 
_ gory, and all the holy angels with him: then ſhall he 
it upon the throne of his glory; and before him ſhall 


de gathered all nations, and he ſhall ſeparate them one 
25 n another, as a e en the —_ from 
£ "WF poars.”- . / 


| Reaſon itſelf mut allow the ee LT of A . judg- | 
ment. At preſent, we often ſee the wicked proſper, 


- while good men are much afflicted, How many mur- 


derers, oppreſiors, and perſecutors, eſcape puniſhment, 
But it is inconſiſtent with the juſtice of God that it 


ſhould always be ſo. He hath appointed a day in 


which he will Ul judge the world in * when all 
: | men 


% 


%. 
— 


. 


JJ - 6s, ho 
men ſhall give an account of what th have done in 
the body, whether it be good or bad,” Even now con- 
ſaence teſtifies to the future judgment, by paſſing a pri- 
vate ſentence. on all our actions; and ſummoning us to 
appear at the bar of God, to anſwer for them. | 


To ſhew how juſtly and righteouſly every. thing will 
be done on that occaſion, it is ſaid, Rev. xx. 12, © The 
books were opened, and the dead were judged out of 
thoſe things, which were written in the books, accord- 
ing to their works. e n 


The law will be opened. The comm: dments of 

God are the rule of men's actions; er , of 

the works of the law?” Do they ſeek righteouſneſs. 

by their doings ? Let them now appeal to the Searcher 

olf hearts, that they never broke this law in thought, 
vord, or deed, but loved and ſerved God perfettly, -þ 
without ſin, all their lives; then may they claim life 
by the law; but this is impoſſible. No man living 
will be juſtified in this manner; but the law will for 
ever condemn all who have broken it, yet have neg- 

lected the great ſalvation revealed inn 


The book of the geſbel. In this bleſſed book & the 
law of faith“ is revealed; « the righteouſneſs of God 
by faith, is revealed to faith z” it is declared, that he 

chat believeth in Jeſus ſhall be ſaved; and happy will 
tit de for thoſe who are found true believers, who, hav- 
ing known their . ruined and helpleſs ſtate by the law, 
have fled for refuge to the grace of the goſpel, and be- 
. lieving in Jeſus for righteouſneſs, are found in him,” 


= 


Beſide theſe, the book of God's remembrance will 
be opened. God, who knows all our actions, and all 
our ſecret thoughts, records them in his book. No-. 
thing done by man, whether good or bad, is forgotten; 
tor it is written, that * he will bring every ſecret thing 

bee 5 IS mea 


— + 


= _ ence; ſbon forget it; but at the great day, they will all 
ruſh upon the memory. Conſcienceſhall ſerve inftead: | 


N vine guilty before God. 


the blood of Chriſt; and who were called, renewed, 


5 


I r hokuels of their es und 3 


is tried for his life, what a ſolemn moment is that, when 

ſilence being demanded by an officer of the court, 

every voice is huſhed, and every eye is fixed on the 

- Judge! Each of us ſhall then become, not a ſpectator of | 

_ © atiother's trial, but an expectant of our: own ſen- 
Z ORs that ſentence which- * 285 8 8 the poſ- 


LR 8 1 
dito jodgment, Dand es that for every idle word that 
8 3 — chall render an account.“ e 


I 8 which-ſhallalfo-be opened; or: in plainer words, 


the names of all thoſe: people who were convinced of 
their fin and miſery, 


ſentence; pronounced on the aſſembled world, at that 


= - 
\ . * . * > C R 
, - 


— — 
w 


HE DEATH Au wpenkur. | 


ho 


© ExaMy agreeing wich this, will be the ek of con. 


every man ſhall ſtand convicted in his own conſcience, 
that he is guilty of every charge brought againſt him 
by che law; At ſinners take little notice of 
their ſins 3. and if they feel a little remorſe of conſci- 


of a thouſand witneſſes; and, as the Scripture ſpeaks, 
et every mouth ſhall be N PROT all e e be- 


' 


Betz bleſſed: be God — "IHE dick 
es, and that is, the book of life, containing a liſt of 
the names of all the people of God; even of thoſe who 
were choſen Father to ſalvation; redeemed by 


aud fanctiged by the Holy Spirzt. Here will be found 


humbled on account. of their abo- 
minations, and who being enlightened in the know- - 
- ledge of Chriſt, came to ham by precious faith, for life 
and falvationz and who proved the truth of their faith 


> Now! hear, "from the wide Goch what will be the 
awful period. When a poor criminal at the aſſizes 


ſibiliy 


3 enn XK. 9 
"bility of an alteration, our bappy, or our miſerable 


\hearken k Matt. xxiv. 34. Then ſhall the 
King ſay unto them on his right hand, Come, ye. bleſs- 
ed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you, from the foundation of the world; for I was an 
hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, and 
ye. gave me drink, &c. &c. Let us take care, my 
friends, to underſtand this aright; for many have ſad- 
bf miſtaken it. We are not to imagine, that ſuch good 
works as are here mentioned merit heaven; this is not 
only contrary to the whole goſpel, but contrary ulſo to 
the meaning of this place. You are to obſerve, that 
the judgment here repreſented is of profeſſors of the Þ} 
goſpel: all the perſons here ſpoken of, both - the 
right and left hand of Chrift, are ſuch, as were called 
by his name, and profeſſed to be believers in him; and 
when it is ſaid they are judged according to their works, © 
n means, according to the evidence of their works ; 
that is, whether the faith they pretended to have, 
brought forth good works or not. The fentence paſſ- 
ed is not for their works, nor for their faith neither. 
The kingdom they receive is not. their - wages, but 
their inheritance ; not merited, as it were, yeſterday, 
but « prepared for them, before the foundation of the 
world ;” and they were prepared for it, not by their 
works, but by the grace of God, which upited them to 
Chriſt, led them to believe, and enabled them to bring 
forth the fruits here mentioned, namely, works of love 
to the ſaints; not mere works of humanity ; but of love 
to the poor deſpiſed ſaints of God, ' becauſe they be- 
longed to Jeſus. Theſe happy perſons you ſee had no 
proud thoughts of the merit of their actions; for they 
humbly cry, „Lord, when ſaw we thee. hungry and 
gave thee meat,” &. e 
But Q how awful is the other ſentente. & Then 
f 5 ; y ; af ſhall 4 


g % 


- 
* - 


damned * 


. | - prarE n JUDGMERT:. 


- Gi her re them on che left. band, Wer 9 
aſe: into- Ds fire, prepared for the devil ana 
_ Hams gels!“ 0 what 2 word is that , Depart.“ 
hat ! Fr o Chriſt? Depart from the fountain 
all happineſs ?. It will be to the condemned finurr © 
ps dreadful word that ever-ſounded-inhis- cars: 
and yet he w dreadfally juſt! for it will be ſaid to that 
nner, who, in his heart has ſaid a thouſand times to 
ION « Depart from. mes, for F delre not the Know 
0 of thy ways,” | 


«a. 4.7 


This eee 3 TOPS Woſtp pro-: 
 feflors of religion, whoſe pretended faith did not pro- 


© duce the fruits of love to the ſaints. Sins of omiſſon 


only are here mentioned I neglecting to help and re- 
eve the poor and. afflicted members of Chriſt; And: 


ff this will be ſufficient ground of condemnation, what; | 


- 88 be the Io of perſecutors, who inſtead 

cloathing, and vifitin the members t 
Se them of. their: raiment, liberty, 
and life ? What will be the portion of drunkards, 
_ ſwearers,. whoremongers, | abbath-breakers, | and the 
whole herd of 3 and vicious ſinners? Such, we 
axe elſewhere aſſured, ſhall not inherit the kingdom of! 
| Heaven, but muſt have their Portion wah devils and: 


* 


APPLICATION: . 
When St. Pail reafoned «of ri kteonſnels; tempers 


n ance, and judgment to come, Felix tremble.” Did a+ 


_ KFeathen judge tremble, and ſhall-a Chriſtian be ſtupid 


and unaffected ?- © Behold, he cometh with clouds! | 
- Brery eye. ſhalt ſee him! Ie eyes ſhall ſee him. 

- You have received the folenm 8 this day. What 
will you do? If wiſe; you will act like Noah. « who | 
F God of — not ſeen as yet, moved 


| with 


1 
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*vith fear, builded anark to the ſaving of his houſe” .. 


1f unwiſe, you will be like-his.infidel neighbours, who 


laughed him to ſcorn, and periſhed in the flood. If ever 


you would wiſh then to be numbered with the ſaints, - 
now lay to heart the ſolemn truths you have heard, 
| Retice a little from the buſtle of the world, and from 


the company of the gay. Endeavour 10 realize. the 


important ene. O think of the tremendous day, anßd 


the poor miſerable ſtate of poor Chriſtleſs ſinners, 


« Thoſe who are then found Chriſtleſs, will alſo be 


. ſpeechleſs, helpleſs, and hopeleſs. How will their heads 
hang down, and their knees knock together | O what. 
pale faces, quivering lips, and fainting hearts! 9 
dreadful day, when the earth ſhall, be trembling, the 
ſtars falling, the trumpet ſounding, the dead riſing, the 
elements melting, and the world on fig. 
vo » 4-@.5 I Ko 


- This: ſcene, ſo tremendous: to a ſinner, will be the 
moſt happy and joyful that ever was known to the 
humble believes in Jeſus. The ſecond coming of 
- Chriſt is ſpoken of in Soripture as a moſt defirable 
event; and true Chriſtians are. deſcribed as « loving 
dis appearance, and ſaying, Come Lord jeſus, 
come quickly.“ And would you not wiſh to call this 
great and glorious Judge your friend, and to be owned _ 
by him at the great day? Well then, know, my 
friends, that he is now ſet before you in the goſpel, as 
en all- ſufficient and moſt gracious Saviour, - He is 
now as pracious as he will then be glorious. Why 
would you keep at à diſtance from him? His blood 
can cleanſe you from all your paſt ſins, though deeply - 
dyed as ſcarlet and crimſon, - He came to feek and 
fave ſuch ſinners as you. Look then to him and be 
ſared. Come but to him, he will not caſt yon out. 
Believe in him, and he will be your friend. Your 


| firſt buſineſs in religion is to fly to your Saviour's arms, a | 


and find ſalvation in his blood. He will then give you 
his Holy Spirit to ſoften your heart, ſubdue your ini- 


* 


* 


* 


8 vreru an T0pournT. 


ties. Ne] entice you to bring forth thoſe" works of | 
| 1 which he will rah W Tn the 


great ay. 


ment“ be duly improved by the believer. © Seeing 


2 * . > " 
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o 


4 . 
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C and judy. 


then that all theſe things: Shall be diflolved, what man- 


ner of perſons ought we to be in all holy converſation | 


and godknefs; looking for, and hafting untothe com- 


Ang ot the day of God?” What watchfulneſs, what 


- Feriovfneſs, becomes us! Let us be concerned to be 
- always ready; daily walking humbly and cloſely with 
God; fitting looſe to all created objects, from which 
death may ſo ſuddenly ſeparate us; and having our 
_ affections ſet on . things, to which death will 
ſo readily tranſmit us. Look on death as a diſarmed 
dee; a ſerpent which may hiſs, but cannot ſting. Look 
on 4 a8 à moſt deſirable event; 3 when foul and 


being united, and made perfect i in holineſs, ſhall / 

= hy eg, and for ever made RO in 
Ile 

et- Go, for To. Chit 555 


dſoymen ot Chriſt to all wee. 
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MATTHEW, xiv, 46. | 


2. 0, flip into racks bee, hut 
Sb. north eee Life eternal. „„ 


* & 


THAT there are wo eternal ſtates, the one of hips 
pineſs, and the other of miſery, in one of which 


ach, of us will ſoon be fixed, is a truth which moſt 


men proſeſs to believe. But if we look at the actions 


bf moſt men and theſe ſpeak louder than their words, 
ve are forced'tq ſay with the ſeripture—“ all men 


have not faith.“ A true belief of an eternal hell, and 


an eternal heaven, cannot fail to make us fly from the 
one, and endeavour” to ſecure the other.. Bat even. 
where we may hope there is a ſettled belief of theſe 
things, it muſt be owned, through the cares and la- 
bours, or pleaſures of life, they do not make ſo firong 
an impreſſion upon us as they ought, nor are we ſo di- 
gent in our preparatian for eternity as we ſhould be, 


* 


— 4 


It will be therefore profitable for us to conſider thoſe _ 


two ſtates of hell and.heaven, which are ſpoken of in 
the text j Which tells us what will be the immediate 
conſequence of the ſentences which Chriſt, the great 


Judge of quick and 295 ay ne on all man- 


SxRu. XI 
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kind, at 1 2 8 day. To thoſe « on 15 right hand be | 

bleſſed ;” to thoſe on bis leſt, 

"© Go, ove corſed, 5 Ihe ſentence will be no ſooner 

than executed. « Theſe” laſt ſhall go 

away into everlaſting * but hs righteous 
into life eternal,” 


| - . The very word Bternity o=ght e 
den this great ſubject. O that it may have as good an 
effect upon every perſon here, as it had upon a lady, 
of whom the kolloning ſtory is related by ſeveral au- 
thors: A lady, who was Rains A gabety, ſpent the 
3 5 afternoon and evening with a party at cards, and 
ot ain amuſements ; and, returning home late at 

- mi th, _ gon pm diligently reading a re- 
ligious — 1 to look over her ſhoulder, 
852 ee what 8 was, 3 Oy ſoul, 
doft thou fit here ſo Ton upon t y book? 
After this ſhe. retired ve Ved. bot e en: ſhe * 
- pete Med by weeping for ſeveral hours. Being re- 
her ſervant what was the matter, the 
A de ters 20 Rad O, it was one word that 1 
Ti in your book that troudles me 3 there I faw the 
word Eternity.” God grant, my friends, that we may 
dor fo confider eternity, that the word may not be 2 
ttrduble to us, but a pleaſure! In order to this, we 
* "mage Firft, Conſider the ſeripture 2ccount of hell; 
this bh win eſcape it; and, Secondly, The ſcri | 
Sen of aer W fo we en de gar wpon fel 
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Firſt, Men, Jet " turn eur t wihs account 
: e work of Gl wives u BRL It is true, it is 
_ >- an utyful ſubject, and wicked men do not love to hear 

of it: but if they cannot bear o hear of it, how will | 
: they de able to endure it? Our Saviour, in the text, 
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| he | SERMON XI, | (ek 3 , 


ſt is punj/bments Now puniſhment is a pain inflicte 
on account df the breaking ſome law, Hell is the pri- 
ſon where the breakers of God's law will. be confined ©  } 
and puniſhed, God has made known his will in the ten 
commandments, Theſe requirg_us to love and ferve Þþ 
him; but being fallen creatures, and unable of ourſelves 
to do it arighe, be has alſo given us his goſpel, . Herein | 
Chriſt is ſet forth as an all-ſufficient Saviour; able and 
willing to ſave us from the guilt already contracted by 
dur fins z and to renew and ſanctify us, that we way 
comply with his will, and ſerve him acceptably. This 
is n 4" reaſonable ſervice. But the inner re- 
fuſes it, He is ſo ſtrongly bound with the cords of his 
fins, ſo in love with the lpſts of the fleſh, ſo beſotted * 
with the love of the world, that he perfiſts in his fin, 
vithſtanding the warnings of God z and neglety. 
Etvation, though a thouſand times invited and intreat= - 
ed. Thus he lives, and thus he dies. What muſt be 
the conſequence? God is juſt, as well as merciful, | | 
His laws cannot be diſpenſed with, The ſinner has v9 
doom to complain, He was warned; he was eptreate - 
ed; bus he choſe the ways of fig, and now be muſt 
ae gh ; for © the wages of fin is death,” Not 
the death of the body 7 Far ood. men as well as bad 
men die; but the /econd death, the death of the ſoul, in 
its everlaſting ſeparation from God, the fountain of life 
This is the import of that awful word depart. In 
the preſent world, whether men know it or not, al 
their comfort flows from his favour; God is the chi 
ih and the ſource of all the good in the world. It is 
who has made creatures What they are. It is his 
fyn which fills the world with light 3 it is his power by 
which man ſubſiſts, and enjoys his ſenſes and his health, 
lt is from his creatures we get gur food and raiment 3 
and though wicked men 1 God in all their * 
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OY ce * u. AND HEAVEN, 


| they: are nevertheleſs. fron bim, od 1 in their proper 


eth us to repentance,” But in dell, all theſe comforts 

wil be withdrawn. They did not anfwer their purpoſe 

to ſoften the hard- and rebellious heart to obedience; 

and now, the ſeaſon of trial, ard the day of grace being 

; . Rees: is no end for which they ſhould be con- 
tinued. 


3. l 


ut it is not the loſs 7 of. hodity Sede 60 that the 


damned muſt ſuſtain; they muſt for ever loſe the infi. 
nite pleaſures that the redeemed will enjoy in the 
ſence of Chriſt, and in the ſociety of the bleſſed: Fri 
indeed they 0 not value now; but they will then. 
They will then plainly fee that heaven itſelf conſiſts in 


the preſence and favour of God. They will have | 
2 tormenting proſpect of the Þ 4 4 of others: ſo 


Dives, in the parable, is reprefented as ſei Abra. 
ham afar off, and Lazarus in his boſom” this will 
aggravate their miſery, as it would that of: or man periſhs 


ns Ang for hunger, to ſee others feaſting 3 or, as our Lord 


exprefies it, Luke xv. 28, % There ſhall” be weepi 
and gnaſhing of teeth, when ye ſhall ſee Abad 
Taacs and 5 and all the prophets, in the kingdom 
of God, and you Pp thruſt out,” . 


The puniſhment of Ia i not az "hers is the | 


niſhment of fen/e likewiſe ; hell is not only the loſs of 
. ppineſs, but it 4 the ſenſe and feeling of the molt 
exquiſite ſufferings, | Take an account of it from the 
lips of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ; ſpeaking of hell, he ſays, 
Where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched.” This is the deſcription he gives of it over 
and over again, in Mark ix. By « the «worm that dieth 
not” is generally underſtood the gnawings of a guilty 
conſcience ; or that painful remorſe which ſinners will 
os when "they remember the No and folly which 
; brought 


tendency lead to him,. r « the goodneſs. of God lead. 
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2 the good inſtructions 1 


parent he fa 
Cs n head from 


own conſcience. They will 8 what 


the = 
* baths they miſpent, what merries they abuſed, 
= hy UC — they li ighted. They will remember 2 
0 N they treated ſerious pi ; and in 
8 an Vi they to be in the f ace of thoſe they 
ance deſpi ied. It vin be intolerable for them to re- 


fle& on lbei⸗ folly in parting with heaven for ſuch 

wretched trifles, How deſpi ly fall will the ples- 

ſures of fin then a to They will not be 
able to bear themſelves, when they think for what they 
have loſt their God, and heaven, and their fouls. And 
| Re fill them with the moſt horrid rage ang fury. 
ey will be inwardly racked with envy, Farid, and 
amen inſt God, againſt their tempters, againſt | 

the companions- of their * 2 l . 

themſelves. | N 


| But befides this inward torment, or cc the worm that | 
never dies,” there will be outward torment, or the fire 
that js never quenched.” The nature of this fire, or 
the place where it is, are matters of fooliſh curioſity : 
ks 15 is e amuſe ourſelves Ny 
ut it, but to take to avoid it. who ſuf- 
tained the companions of Thinlet in a hot ſo l 


er 
chat they were not ſcorched, can eaſily ſupport life in 

0 dhe burnings of hell. The wrath of God? who, as an | 

il avenger o ADs is is « conſuming fire,” is the ell of 


N and « who can tell the power of bis anger?” Our 
M3 et "Wes f 


df miſerable finners in hell. And who, in his ſenſes, 


. Shall go away into everiaſſing puniſhment.” In vain do 
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utmoſt fears of it come ſhort of the truth. A Tpirk of 
this fire in a guilty W is intolerable, for « x 
wounded ſpirit who can bear?“ Job, in his affliCtion, 
__ cried, „ The arrows of the non Fern are, within me, 
the poiſon whereof drinketh up my ſpirit the terror 
of God ſet themſelves in rey e me.” 


- " What will terribly add to the greatneſs of theſe ſuffer. | 
+ ings is, that they are without any intermiſſion, or miti. 
_ gation.” In he miſeries of this life, God is 
graciquſly leaſed to allow ſome intervals of reſt ; but 

of thoſe in hell it is Taid, Rev. xiv. 11, „They have no 
reſt day nor night.” Think of this, you who never 
__ ceaſe from fin, 2 do evil day and night; the damned 
have no reſt from their torment. Dives aſked but a 
momentary alleviation of his torture, when he deſired 
that Lazarus might be ſent © to dip the tip of bis finger 
eh, and cool bis ge z” but even this was de- 
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| is, my friends, i is a very ſhort and Night account 
| Fs . ſcriptures of truth of the dreadful ſufferings 


would venture upon ſuch a courſe of life, as muſt lead 
to one Bus ſufferings of this kind ? Bot; O, it is not 
an hour, it is not a day, it is not a week, it is not 2 
month, it is not a year, it is not ſeven years, or four- 
teen years, or an hundred years, it is not a thouſand 
years, it is not merely as long as from the foundation 
of the world to this day ! O how would the damned 
joice, if ten thouſand years might finiſh their miſeries! 
but it is for ETERNITY. Do you ſtart at the word? 
It is Chriſt's word. Chriſt ſays in the text, « theſe 
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letter- learned men try to reaſon away the ſolemn truth, 
and leſſen the duration of future puniſhment; Chriſt 
| © bg and uſes the very fame word »T 


| . Suppoſe all the vaſt ocean to be lied 


by fingle drops, 
every drop; how many millions of years would it take 


in a thouſand years; how many millions of years would 
it take to remove the whole ? We cannot count how 
long: yet we ſuppoſe it may be done in a moſt im- | 
menſe length of time. Suppoſe it done, Suppoſe the 
ocean emptied, drop by drop. Suppoſe the globe re- 
duced, grain by grain, to the laſt ſand. But would ' 
eternity be ſpent ? Would eternity be leſſened? No, 
vot at all. It is a whole eternity ſtill; and the tor- 
4 


emo ty” . 3 


. he does to expreſs an eternal 
alt; (for the words are the ſame in the original) be. 
ſides, it is ſaid, Rev. xiv. 11, „ The ſmoke of their 


torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever; and our 


Lord alſo declares, ** their worm * not, uw their | 
| fre is not . a 


Tremble, nher: at hs «wrath to ane Tust 


| weak: which is now coming, and will foon be here, | 
will even then be « wrath to come.” When a million |} 
million, million years are paſt it will ſtill be 4 wrath 
"ie come,” becauſe i it ſhall never have an end} 


— — 


O that we Tou lwpreſs upon you a laſting iden of 


A 


and a thouſand: years to paſs between 


to empty it? Suppoſe the whole world to be made up | 
of grains of ſand, and one grain only to be taken away | 


' ments of the damned would be as far from an end, as' 
when the reckoning began. A minute bears ſome 


proportion to a million of years; but millions of mil- ö 
; lions bear no proportion to n,. : 
f 


Sinner, have you reaſon? Have you common ſenſe? | 


Have you ſelf-love? Summon up your powers then, 
amd determine this moment, whether you had beſt go 
on in the way of ſin, for the fake of your ſhort-lived | 
a Fleaſures, thus to be repaid: with everlaſting woe; or 


whe ther 


a” 
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5 ede k il gat. be your wiſdggg 
por them, and, f 
eternal life. 
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be ſees what its wages are? Is that “a madman who 
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| | as many with the name of bell and damnati as. | 
Many, who cannot bear to hear theſe in a ſermon, 
hem ins jeſting manner, in their compmagr: diſrourſe. 
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e to be thy preſent Gtuation. Thi 
: ers Joy, could the £9 news 
n be preached to loſt ſouls. Well, Sirs, | 


This day is ſalvation come 
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| plucked out of the fire „ 
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that IS, in himſelf. A righteous man, and a etl 


perfectly, which no mere man ever did; and no fallen 
man can; for all have finned ?” fin being «the trans. 


This righteouſneſs is held out in the goſpel; and when 
- ſinner is convinced that he wants it, and muſt'periſh 


dies in it, and being © found in Chriſt,” he is admitted, 
Lam. 


for Chriſt's ſake, and ſhewed their love to bim, by 


ſons who go into life eternal. 
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0 ö SERMON xt. 4, | 5 
then, for all things are ready.“ II Gog has made you 9 
willing, depend upon it he will make you welcome. 
Who can'tell but inſtead of being fuer for everlaſting 
burnings, it may be ſaid of you “ Is not this a brand . | 
4 | | 2 12 2 . n * | 
We now gladly turn to the more pleafing part of 
our text! but the righteous into life eternal. 


 Whoare the righteous? « There is none rightebus" 
upon the earth, faith the ſcripture, « no, not one 


are two contraries4 ; to be righteous, is to keep the la 


on of the law.“ How then can any man, -beir 
a ſinner, become righteous? There is but one way. 
It is by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt; put to the account 
of an unrightedus man. This righteouſneſs Chriſt 
wrought out by bis perfect obedience. to the law. 


without it, he comes to God for it; God gives it him; 
he receives it by faith, puts it on, wears it, lives and 


in this wedding garment, to the marriage ſupper of the 
The perſons called « righteous” in the text had thus 
put on Chriſt; and the faith whereby they did fo, ' - \ﬀ 
wrought by love. The context ſhews how their faith | 
wrought by works: they loved the Members of Chriſt 


helping them in their afflictions. Theſe are the per. 
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Na is heaven? © A carnal man can have no idea o 
"Ut, or none but what is carual, and ridiculous. It is 
nota Mahometan paradiſe, where the luſts of the flek | 
Sl may be indulged, No; © life and immortality are 
i - brought to light by the goſpel;“ and there we find it 
; . conlitts in a complete deliverance from all the evils of 
= ro and in the enjoyment of all that can 
= the ſoul perſectiy and for ever happy. 
Need we be told that * man is born to trouble ? 
This is our fad, and only certain, inheritance 3 mingled 
- Indeed, with a thouſand undeſerved mercies. But all 
_ the forrows of a believer ſhall ceaſe at his death. No 
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But this is not all. Our knowledge, which is nor 
fo very ſmall, ſhall be wonderfully increaſed. It is eter- 
| al life to know God; but O, how little do we nov 


know ef kim! but „ the pure in heart ſhall ſee God,” 
and know in a moment, more than all the learned could 


familiar a knowledge of divine thin 
moſt intimate friends now have of 
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iy bes they no Know: us; not 4 x plaſs | 

darkly,” bur Ye fire ay ee wn Al 

as one man beholds another when they converſe tope- 

ther. But the heaven of heaven will be the preſence |» 

of Chriſt, being with. Cheri; and beholding bis glory, > | 

This is what "Thrift, as Mediator, prayed for in'behalf - 

of his difciples. « Father, I will, that they alſo:whvm 

thou haſt given me, be with me where I am; that they: | 

may behold my glory, John xvii. 24. This is what 

Paul longed for, and wiſhed to depart;to enjoy: 41 

have a defireto Gepurt and to be with Chriſt,” Phil, 2. 

23. And what wil. render the viſion of Chriſt ſo very : 

excellenit-is, that '« we ſhall be like him when we-ſee i 

him as he i” we Thall bear his amiable and inuftrious 

image of light and love, holineſs and happineſs in our 

ſotils. Even our bodies, now vile by reaſon of fin, and 

which muſt ſoon be viter till in the corruption of e 

grave, ſhall, when raiſed from the dead, be made like 

unto his gleridus body. Add to this another moſt de- 

ini dicling 3 the — company of the fins. 
fit down with Abraham, Iſanc, and Ja- 

60d; with the prophets and apoſtles 3 and with all he 

redeemed of every nation. But what tongue ean tell, 

via heart an conceive, what God has prepared for 

thein that love him? | 
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Wheat more enn be fd to enge rere to re- 
ligion, than what has — — 00 fad and death, 
blefling and curſing, heaven and hell, york. been ſet 


before cc one SOREN: even the 
— N ö ”" 


4 Is there a dreadful hell ” Well; we 28 been 

warned of the danger, and adviſed to fly to Jeſus, the 

only deliverer from the wrath to come. = . 
ow 
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6 How great is the evil of fin, ſeei i that God with 
Ds  piniſh it in this dreadful'manner ! Is there a hell of 4 
' +. eternal torment for ſinnes ? O then be afraid of ſing ! 
| _howexer pleaſant it may be. Who wopld-drink a glaſy: 

of the moſt delicious liquor, however-thirſty he might4 
8 he knew that deadly poiſon was mixed with it? 
Beware then of fin, which infallibly deſtroys ths ſouly} 
and thun 1 it as Jou would hun hell. N Fer 140 
Ez; > 
28 Is there: a glorious Heaven 2 Wes: are ind to fee! 
55 ie There is but one way to heaven, and Chriſt is 

that way. O what a Saviour is Jeſus? Can we, wha 
deſerve hell, avoid it. Les, glory be to him, he ſhed 
bis precious blood to redeem his people from it. His 
Perfect righteouſneſs is the only title to glory; and this 
Lighteouſneſs is theirs, who believe in him. There 
muſt alſo be a fitneſs for this holy ſtate, and this is the, 
work of his Spirit. If we are found among the re. 
deemed, we owe it to the Father's love, the Son's ſal- 
vation, and the Spirit's grace. God grant that we 
may ſo bear his, word, at this, and at all times, thats 
mixing” faith with it, we may profit thereby; ; ande 
growing up into Chriſt in all things,” and ( looking 
for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto, eternal y 
"life? we may faithfully and diligently ſerve him, ande, 
our generation according to his will; enjoy his graci-, 
ous preſence in all the means of grace; experience the 
ſupport of his goſpel in the trying hour of death; and, 
- finally,” have ahundant entrance eee us into bis 


en kingdom ca glory. 


, Now. to the God or our Hirüon, Father, 1 
Hoh Spirit, be "univerſal and evetlaſting praiſe, A 
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